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Weep for your pee” Luke 23. 28. SB 
= Be Afſlicied, and Mourne, and Weepe, let gy © 
D your L anghter be turned into Mourning, and i 
£ your Joy into Heavineſſe, James 4. 9. 
® Bleſſed are they that Monrne, for they & 
, ney Comforted, Matth. 5. 4. - 


_— 


a ee et, 
———— 


GATESHEAD. 
Printed by Srephey Bnlkley, 1657. 


D6+ POT ata bd bed bdtes 


—_ ——_ — 


+ » a ® 


" , bs " ADL, "Y Lo 4 De "= _ Me " = VIE bY . = 
; 2 "I FA 3 We It * EO RET AY p , 
= FAS ras ” 9%; Ix C 4 b 
% £ o Ws - b. : $:* th 
W* 9-3 's we 4s 
. - ' : 
- 
» : » # s * f 
; = AE. & » 0 
= 
” - , A "n 1 re : 
# 4 4 
1 a h : 
os . i 4 k $5 t d 
£ —— it 4 \ S . 


To his very much beloved Friends and Neigh- 
: bonrs, the Inhabitants of the Towne of Brid- 
' tington, and the Key; and to all the Pariſhioners therc- 


unto belonging> Grece, Mercy, and Peace from 
God the Father, cc. 


Chriſtian and. enJleared Fiiends, 


Pow that Edit of the firfl of Jatuary 1655. pro- 
V hibiting Sequefired and Rjefled Minifters from 
Pulpit, and all other imployments (though 7 werily 

beleeve, that bis Hiphneſſe and Councill chiefly aymead at the 
muzling of the Mouthes of ſuch twrbulent Spirits, and 
Martiall Minifters, as are no ſooner claſpt in their Palpits, 
but preſently Proclaym War, in ſtead of Preaching Peace; 
Sedition, 11: flead of Obedience and Confuſion in flead of 
Order , without the leaft intent of prejudice to ſuch at were 
quiet and peaceable in Iſrael; and not hearing as yet of any 
limitation) being (amongſt many others) by force thereaf, not 
onely diſuſed from offi:1ating in Publick, bat likewiſe de- 
barred of all wayes and means, through which, by my ooft ly 
Education, 1 might have procured ſome veaſogatle compe- 
tency for my ſeife, and the many depending nholly upon me ; 
1 have had leiſure enough to bewayle beth mine own and 
others miſtries. «And after not a few melanthoh Copttati- 
ons, finding my ſelfe an Achan, « greet troubler of this pour 
Church and People ; and ſeeing mine, as much (if wot 
far more) then atbers fins te be the onely cauſe of all gay 
woes; 1 (et my ſe!f* to find out ſome Remedy for aifirefſed - 

| 2  Englands 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Sages Malay : Hereupon 1 ſometimes Mournfully, yet 
7 


{ingly; ſate downe by the Banks of Babylon, there making - 


Serrow my Soules Solace, finding inaeed ms greater joy in 
my heavineſſe, then in» Sorrow for ſin : Sometimes 7 
walked abroad into the pleaſent Meadows, greene Fields, and 
freſh P aftures of holy Scriptures, there to ſeek and. finde 
ſome ſoure Hearbes, and of the tarteft reliſh, and ſome 
Flowers of the darkeſt hew, and flronugeſt ſcent, that they 
ſad complexion might beſt pleaſe the werping Eyes of a 
penſfiie Heart, and their bitter ſmell might left affet the 
diftafled Pallat of 4 fin ſpck-ſorrowfull Soule, Of both which 
ſorts, I fonrd the Pialmes, Ezckiel, Hoſea, Joel, Nehe- 
miah, and the Lamentaions of Jeremy well flored, and 
thick Planted;aud gathering ſome of them, ſuch as 1 thought 
for my purpoſe, I then took @ tarne into the delightſame 
Gardens of huly writ, to ſeek out ſome ſweet flowers of coms- 
fort , and finding plenty, 1 crapt ſome few, to mix with the 
ether, that the ones ſweetneſſe, might ſumetbing alay the 
others tartmeſſe, And thangh thu fall furniſht, yet difiruſting 
my own Shill and Judgement 11 ſo great 4 Cure of ſuch 4 
dangerors and deadly Diſeaſe , I went to'View the Recerpts 
of far more Able, Wiſe, and Learned ſpirituall Phyſitians, 
and from them extrafied the teff direfitvis; which together, 
with my own weeake Meditations, I mixt with all the other In- 

redients; and having firfl waſbed them well in the Waters 
of Marah, have of all theſe ſelerals or fimples, made up 
ſuch a Cumpound, as I hops will be 4 good Preſervative 
aetinff the Infetious poyſon of lin, avd 4 good. Sa'ws 
for Englands preſent Sore. 4-« wpex ſome thoughts, that 
if this Medicine were good for my ſelfe, it might, by Grabs 
Blefling, be comfortable to others alſo : Confidering alſs, thas 
4 Book perhaps may ſpeake, when au Auchor may not ,. not 
| barbouring 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 


harboursng the leaft thoughts of Vain-glory, or Popular Apz 
plauſe ; I vrefolved with my ſelfe to make my Meditations 
Publick, like owr Sorrows. fed not knowing how to doe it 
any other way, I took this occaſion of manifeſting my deareſt 
affetions, ard beſt wiſhes, to you, among ft whom [ had my firſt 
Breathing, and have lived ſo long,as that none, better ther 
your ſelves, are able te grove evidence both of my former aon- 
verſation, and preſent condition, It may be (meane and plain 
as it ts) it may conduce to the benefit of many , hut my prin. 
cipall intent in it, was the zeale [ have to your Souley, the 
ſalvation of which, 1 ſhall ever moſt beartily pray for, Accept 

therefore | hbeſeech you of theſe my poor Exdeavours, and make 
wſe of this Phyſick 1 have prepared for you : But give me 
leave to give you ſome Direfions in the taking of tt , You 
muſf Chew it, Swallow it, aud Digeſt it, not throwing it up 
ſo ſoeu as you have received it, for then it will doe you n0 

good ; tut if you can keep it in the Stomack of your Souls, 

you will find it to be ſuch 4 Violent Purge, and working 

Vomit, 4s will force you to Caff oy Spun up all the Poyſon 

of Sin. If you think it be tos murh to-(wallowow all at once, 
you may divide it, as you pleaſe, into ſeverall Potions, yet, [ 

think, the whole will be but three eaſie Mornings Draughty 

for 1017 Soules , however, leave it not in the halfe, though 

you tabs longer time to Drink and Digeſt it all, and then | 

doubt not, but us it bath been to me, ſo it may be to you that 
takes-it, ſomewhat uſefull and belvfull; And if any of you 
find eaſe, or get help by this Publick Sorrow, the enely Phy. 
ſick for 4 ſin burthened Soult;, thin Prayſe God, and Pray 


” 


The unworthy Servant of the Lord, 


Ellis Weycoe. 
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\ Dire&ion in the Eps/ 


To the Sin-ſick, Reader. 


Mary is, [ Hey that be whole, ſaith our Saviour, need. not 4 Phy 


ſitiau, but they that are ſicke. This Phyfick I hav: 

hcre pre pared for thee, is made up of bitter Pori 

ons, and ſowre Drugg: 3 which, taken according to th 
jtie Dedicatory, will Purge corrup 

Mumuurs, ſcoure away the filthzzeſſe of ſi, and bring healtl 
23d hapPineſſe ro thy ſin: fick ſoule.The ſeverall Ingredicnts 
at the firſt, Lintermixcd and frimed into this Compound 
onely for my o:vn uſe, and have had from them the Opera 


1102 I deſired; namely,they bave made many -irkſome houre 


the lefſe tedious to me, and much heavincſſe to fit a great 
deilc the lighter upon me:Ie was far from my thoughts eve: 
te:rouble the toomuch opprefled Preſſe, I am ſo canſcion: 
of my owne weaknefle, as I cannot bur bluſh in ſecret; the 
evcr I was prevailed with to make my felfe thus open. ] 
know not how. my fcribled Papers chanced to come tothe 
view of ſome Perſons of Judgement, by whom I have bee 

not- intreated onely, but very much importuned alfs, tc 
make this Treatiſe likerthe title of ir, Patlich, They ſet up 
On me with ſome Arguments which I could nar gain: ſay 

truth js,vbey have overcome me,and made me at laſt (thougl 
moſt unwillingly) willing to expoſe my ſelfe to the Inter 
pretation of this-Ceuſorieus Age. Good Reader, my ? «4 
Jick Sorrow hath long layd hid by me in the wombe of of 
ſcurity, bur is now aſter nine Moneths delivered to th 
Light ; if ic prove fruitfull or aſeſull torhce or any othe 

it will be an ample compenſation to my poore Labeurs 
That great and good Phylitian of our Soules, Cbreff Jeſu 
blefſe it to thee, is the humble requeſt of his, and in him, 

Thy Servant, 


= Ellis Weycoe. 
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dicnts Ow the Charch of England ever obſerved Faſts, and 
pound H oly-dayes, Fol. 3. 


OperaJ T The Prince or Governour, may appoint 4 Faſt, | 
houreY Prigyces or Governours are to be Obeyed in their Com- 
2 great mana, Fo 
ts eVeN Pourg (antions to be obſerved in keeping 4 Faſt, 4. 


n{ciouy © How to heep every day baly-day, 4+ 
et, that. God tt never angry but fer fin, 6, 
Pell. Sin i the cauſe of all miſery, 7. 8.9. 10. 
ctoth Moarners marked, and thereby preſerved, 12, 
vc beet] Sovles ſorvom, Lf. 
alſo, If Fetter to deale with God by Teares then werdhs 17. 
ſetup] The eAnutiquity of Faſting, 20, 
inlay] Podre Rules to be Pkons g in Faffing, 22, 

though rho muſt give to the Poor, how much, in what manner, 
e Intcly gvd to whom they muſt groue, 28, 
ay Pub) Chriſts Schoole, « Schools for all ſorts, 31. 
of c The Kingaom of Chrift admits of no aiſtinBion, 36. 


to th The beſt place of Refuge to fly unto in time of "_ or 
' Other] avy Calamity, 

abours Five Rules toihe obſerved in Gods publick ah 4 _—_ 
ff Toſi ſervice, © 44 

j > Three Rules that fr wu for & right behaviour int Gods 
| Or, , 46. 
. Three 
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The Contents. 


Three Rules to' binde 4 to the good: behaviour ; befor 
we come to Heare, t the time of  Heartap, aud aftgr Te 
kave Heard the ward, 47. 
Our Hearing of the word muſt Le accompanied with 
| fonre concurring Circumſtances, 54. 
Prayer the Art of eAvts that adovnes 4 Chriffian, 5 6+ 
Godly ſorrow and afflifiton, the beſt rtmedy in any ſor- 
row and affiift ion, 59+ 
The greateſt affliion which ſhould touch: our Aearty, ur 
the Churches afflition, 
we muſt never make an end of Mourning, zill God 


make an end of Affiitting, 7. 
No drflireſſe nhatſoever can binder Gods people Gow 


praying, 78, ; 


The Knowledge of Gods power aud mercy, ts the onely 
cauſe of bringing ('briſtians ' «ents by preſence; and of 
movie them te call upon him in their miſeries, 2 

Ae can never trath ſeek God by Prayer, till they know, 
, underfland, and apply bis Wm $3. 84. 

we maſt not onely Pray, but Cry, 4 

Good Suiters alwayes good Speeders, 


Three Rules to be otſerved if we expeft belp #6 Gaa | 


i was 96.97. 
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I OTA EO IDEs Tea 
Joel 1. Chap. 14. Verſe. 

* | Sandlifie a Faſt, call a ſolemne Aſſembly, gather 

| the Elders, and all the Inhabitants of the 

Land into the Houſe of the Lord your 

God, and cry unto the Lord. 


He wiſe Preacher of a mortall Man, andof immor.- 
BEE call memory that ever was, or ſhall be inſpired with 
SE the ſpirit of God, ſaith, That there is a time toWeep *© 
Us well as to Laugh, a time to Mouru as well as to 
Dance: And ſurely, ſeeingevery Man and Woman 
: AY nndertheirown Vines and Figrrees,havea longtime 
; ſatiaced themſelves with Laughing avd Dancing. or making merry 
4 with their Friends ; Coubileſie-new, theſe fad and clondy times are 
% the times that call tor Peeping and Monrniap, for Baldnefſe aud 
|» || girding with ſ;.cheloth For hath not Ged ſhot diverzof his Arrows, 


r 4164 and have not ſome Bullets fallen from his Warning peeces? which 
nd Arrows and Bullets, royſored withthe Peftilenee, have not many 
7. | years 2goc birand ſlain ſome People, not onely in and about ouy 


Mother Cities, but elſe-where in the ſpations Countries. Whe 
perceiveth net how the deftroying Angel! hath of late noſheathed 
his Swerd, avd brandifſhed it over usof this Nation of England? 
Who knows noe, how in reſpeR of thoſe nnhappy diff-rences 
amongſt us, Warr thundred in our trembling Countries lap, the 
Sword devoured the Grace of Fuglard,and beeame drumk with the 
f ] Bloud of Natives ; The red Horſe, with hin that ſate thereon, to Rv, 
whom was gives power ro take Peace fiim the Eartb, and 4 great 6. 4. 
Sword, fill prancing and trampling in our ſireets, both at Noon» 
day andat Midnight > Now though the figſull S.ns and Daughters 
of men have and flill doe lye neverthelefe (lecpirg in their ſenſu- 
alities, yet, the vigilant Watchmen of our Englifh 1{rgel, our lete 
| ES . Royal 


Public Sorrow: 


Royall Kings in their ſevarall Reignes and Governments, obſerving 
Gods begun Jadgements, and furcher chreatned Panifhments, uſn- 
ally Preglaimed Faf#; in checimes of eemmaon ealamity. And his 
Hignefſs, (ander wioſe proteRion and government we now live) 
hach ſec a part many diyesof Harniliacion, appointing us a place 
Prov. 18, Of reſuge,or ſacred SanAnary to fly unto, that ftireng Tower, that 
39. right Arke,or little Zoor, unto waich the righteons rug, and are 
preſerved, even unto the Houſe of the Lord ear God, carried this» 
ther with the feet of Prayer; there, with all ferVency, to Pray for 
the preventingand diverting of Gods further furious hand againſt 
py anto che Lord eo ſpare this Land, to ſpare this Peeple, to 
ſpare us from the Sword, to ſpare us from the Famine, and from all 
his ſore Jadgements which our fins moſt juſtly have deſerved; for 
whieh purpoſe the Trump:t hath b:en often blown in this our 
Sion, the Faſt Preclaimed and the Aſſembly gathered, according to 
this of Joel, Sant:ifie a Faſt, call a ſolcmnes Aſſembly, gather the | 
Eltlers, avd all the [uhabitants of the Land into the Honſe of the Þ} 
Tord your God, and ery unto the Lord, FP 
: is Fountain might divideic (elſe inte ſeverallStreames; hne IF | 
waying unnecefſary FraRtiens, I hail confine my Diſcourſe co ff ;/ 
theſe two Heads : | | 2 
IA duty enjoyed, $2Aiffe 2 Faſt. 
2, A muthod, oy order preſcribed for the ſolempe performings | «. 
\ of it, Call a ſolemne Aﬀſembly, gather the Elders &e. þ 
Duty ow 1+ The d#ty exjojned, A duty no lefle neceſlary then ſeaſonble, 
jojved, For, as St, Angaffive obſerves, Before the fall therenceded but ong 
lorifying of God, that was, by giving of thaxky ; Bat now fince the 
fall, by reaſon of our many bacekſlidings, there muſt be alſo, Se- 
erifician tribulati cordu, the Sacrifice of a troubled Spirit, for the 
mortifying of this fleſh of ours, which by being co much pans» 
perd by ns, hath been ſo rebellious againſt God, 

1 hall paſſe by che firſt, the dwty exjoynedjipr Faſt proclaimed; wn 
meditations intending to fix upen nothing bur chat which fhall 2 
ford fic matter for mourning,though the Proelamatien ie ſelf dein 
alwayes oceafioned either nupen begun Judgements, or threatne 
Paniſhments,might give juſt eanic co hoiſe up ſaile in a Sea of 
ſorrows, but delighting onely in that heart-breaking, and yet wei 

pleaſing penfivencſſc ; and therefore haftenivg to that _ | 
: or! 
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Publick Sorrow. 
ſorrow in the exit, 6r end of the verſe, fyhing. ſobbing, crying ; 1 
will bur ſalute the Faff enjoyred, and fRtay but a while co bewayle 
theſe miſerable times into which we are fallen, which being the 
laft, muſt needs be the worſt, wherein ſ@ many are cartied away 
with the ſeverall blaſts of vain DoQtrine, from Gods crue Religion, 
to theſe follies and fancies, whereby they doe not onely wound 
Chrifts myftteall Body, but aiſo diſwmemher ir in the Commoen- 
weale, making ſo many FaGtions as there are FanRiens in the 
Church, ſo many fancics as men, and as many opinions as fancies ; 
and to that height of impiety ſome are arrived.asthat being Chrifts 
Free-men, they ought not to be ſubjeR to any, bat are ſet free by 
Chriſt from the obſervation of Fafis or Feaſts appointed by the 
Prine< or Gevernour, and not ſubmitting to the Goverpment tn« 
der which they live, will hold faft their liberty purchaſed by Chrift, 
though the appointment of them by the Governour be enely for 
the aſſembly of Gods people, and that upon (peciall occakiens, for 
the exerciſes of the Word and Prayer, without.plaeing the worſhip 
of God, or any ferce of Religien in the obſervation of chem, or 
without any opinion of holineſig.in thoſe dayes. more then other 
dayes. And thus the Church of Fwgland did ever obſerve Holy- 
dayes, Fafts, or Feaſts, and no otherwiſe; and yer did not foregoe 
their liberty parchaſed by Ghrift, 1 might give way te my Diſ- 
courſe in thier, and enlarge itcoa Volame, but I had rather mourn 
fot this kind of people (the onely troublers of our Engliſh Iſrael) 
then meddle with them ; But to you that are peaccable in 1/reel, 
willingly ſubmitting your ſelves to the Government under which 
God hath placed you, a»d that for Conſcience ſake; know you, that 
it is lawfull for the Dominator er Gevernour to appoint a Faſt, 
or day of Hamiliation, and you are bennd to obey. 

For the lawfnlneſſe of their EdiAs, 1] need not Rand at all upon 
it ; it hath eyer been uſed by Prinecs of all Ages, for whieh 1 mighr 
produee clouds of witneſſes, but ſeaxeh you the Seriptures, and 
trace all the Kings. * | 
For eurobedience to their commands, know, that we are bonnd 
to obeythem in their abſolute commands o tar forth as they are 

arranted by the Word of God: And fer this, ler that precept of 
S', Pawl ſerve forall; Let every ſorlr be ſnbjeit ro the bigher Pow- 

;and if every ſoule, they no man is t;ce, And again, Submer 
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Jour ſelvts to al mennvy of Ordinance of man, for the Lord ſake whes 


Pablick Sorrow. 


ther it be unto the King, a1 wwto the Superionr ; or unte Governors, 
as undo then that are ſent of hin : So that people that ovey not the 
wholelom Laws of tha Magitrate, fin greatly ; and if any refuſe to 
beocdered by them, they reſiff rhe Ordinance of God, and are [peci- 
ally threatned, thar they fbibl receive to themſelves dawnation. 

And thus have | ſh:wed yoa, That Pcinees, or Gevernours may 
in the time of War, or other Judgement, e9joyne ws 4 Faſt, and 
Procleime a ſolemne aſſembly, to the end we may teftifie our Hu- 
miliation, and berter attend on the exerciſes of the Word and 
Prayer, and that we are to eb:y them ; but withall, in keeping of 
a FaR, ler thele cautions be obſerved. 

1, That our Faſting be voyd of fuperfticion, and that we place 
ns worſhipof God in it, but hold it onely as at help to farther 


_ us in thedaticsof Religion, / 
2. That we have no opinion of meric by ir, that thereby we 
merit fo:givenelſe of fins, increaſe of grace, or the like. [ 


_ out the leaſt @pinion of meriting forgiveneſſe of our fins (the cx 


3. That we ho'd ic not of abſolute necefſity, | t 

4. Laſit'y, That it be wichelirreach of che rule of charicy, ei-f 5 
ther hurting our ſelves, or maſKWMg usthereby unfic for good duties, * 
or giving offence to others, ſach asare weak in knowledge, caufineÞ * 
chem to call eur Chriſtian liberty inte queſtion; rather Informing 
them, that tha Magiſtrate hath power to enjoyn, and we are bound 
to ohey, who by his Aurherity doth mot take away the uſe of thef} © 


things we abfain from, bat one'y orders and moJerates the ſame; fi 
The like may be ſaid for Feaſts, dayes of Thankſgiving, or helyf} (< 
dayes ; br I paſſe them: onely 1 ecnld with, That every one of youſſ £: 
would keep every day a Chriſtian Feaſt, even every day hely day, m 
which you may do?, by purpofing every day to avoyd all and everyfj ** 
fin, and by ſecting your ſelves every henre of the dzy in the Gghif «/ 
of God, and walking, as before him, earefolly and conſcionably. infl 4» 
all gaod duties; and ſ» doing you ſha!! keep a govd Confeicnce,an 
that the wiſe man tels us. 5 4781t1:n4k ferſt,cven every day holy day bl 


And nov being fully reſolved. Thatkhe King or Governeur ma 
Lavrfully enjoyn us a Pablick Faſt in the time of extremicy, or an 
eom mon calamity whereby we may teſtifhe our Humiliation with | 


ſcrof all our mi(cries) and chai he may Proclaim a ſolemp” affenlſ- 
| bly - 


Pablick Sorrom. 


bly ; and chat we ate to obey, not With any opinion of helin eſſe in 
the time; bat that the appeinted dzygis: for the aſſembly and holy 


F 
e convocation of Gods peaple, ter rhe"Exerciſe of the Wo:d and 
[<) Prayer, Let us all then, as at all cimizs, (9 eſp-ofaily non theſe 
i= dayesof Humiliation ſer a part, t#rne #1t9 the Lord our God, with 


falling, weeping, and mourning, and cry mus the Lord to pare thee 
Ly N «tion, and eommwured bn deſtroying Angel to ſh:ath hs Sword, and 
1d || craſe from puniſhing, that there miy be ns mnre complaining, no more 
T7 leading into captivi'y, Let wa implore Gods gracious power, to with- 
ad | draw hus angry moved hand again is, and lot 1s beg of the God of 
of Y mrrcy,ts ftay bu furth:y 4reidul vergeance, and threatued prniſh- 

m:uts, frous any further diſplaying horrour throughout all our Nation, 
ce | And for that purpoſe, Let ms ran te our place of retuge, the Howſe 
ar fl of the Lord, npon the feet of Prayer, and there cry unto the Lord to 


&. 


be a great Plagne of Famine | age” 
ei. yrars; Their field wafted, this” Terdemonrning, their corne deftroyed, wakes 
their vines d-yed up, their 0x13 Aebarin.t 
trees of the fizld withered and qoy. red away ſlam the Sons of 
ing At:y So that juſt eauſe had they to lament, and howle, and lye in 
ind} facic'o.h and aſhes; nay, in daft and aſhes. Bnt ſhould 1 proſe» 
the etc my weak apprekenfions in this, | ſhould but draw the Trea- 
mel tile beyond a juſt exrenc : Let it ſuffice, That their Land was ruſ. 
elyf} ſcted with 2 bloedleſſe Famine, a dreary puniſhment, Heavens 
you earle, and rhe engine of deſtruRion ; wich doch bring terreur co 
Jay, morta's, deathro all things ;}and therefore good cauſe had they, to 
rery exll a ſve nne aſſembly, to ſanftific a Faſt, to gather the Elders, and 
all the Inhabitants of the Land into the houſe of the Lord their God, 
aud there ery winto the Lord. | 

And as theirs was Famine; fo, the cauſe of onr ſolemne affem- 
blies, or dayezof Humiliation (for ſome years. by-pat) huh been 
Werre, and the worſt of Wars, a civill War, our Land annaturally 
embrayled in her own blood, and not long agoe, conld have pre- 
fenred yon even in the middeſt of her own bowels, with whole 
heaps of fNlain : This Land of Evglend, that for many Ages conti- 
-nuedihe happict Nation on the habitable Earth, nnder the gract- 
$5 our 


Ty ſpace of no lefle then foure n P: 


tir barveſt perihed, all the "2 
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Publick Sorrow, ; 


onr Governmentof many f m0 $s Princes; and We of ourtime) 
caanot deny, but we have efjoyed che higheſt bleſſings that either 
Heaven could give, or theEafth receive, che fnitienof the Goſpel, 
which then ſecled a firme Peace, and whiek Peace eccafioned a full 
plenty to us, a then thriving, and I think, a weli-eqntented people; 
1eſomnch, that this Land then became the Zarths Paradiſe, and the 
Worlds Wonder, or rather, Exvy ; New alas ! the Nurcery of all 
Settt, and of late years, the Stage of Blood, the Theatre of Warre, 
having had her Peace violated, her Plenty wafted, and her People 
diſcentented; and though row (thanks be to God) we heare nat 
the ratiing of Drums.che elaſhingef Armeur,the neighing of Hors 
ſes, the ſoanding of Trampets, the thundring of Guns, or the 
roaring of Cannons; yet it is te be feared, the Lord is ſt]] up in 
Armes againſt us, his hand is ſtretched our ſtill; elſe, what means | 
theſe reports ef Wars, vaſt Oanghters, and murders on the Ceas ? 


4s our Merchants and Traders ſpoyled their Goods PlanQered, their 
\$Z8hips burnt, (nnk, or taken; and themſelves in their own defence, 


either lain, or carried away Captiyes - $o thar alt this lictle while, 
or few years we ſeemed toenjdfs Pajiec, every man again ſatiating 
himſelf nnder his own vine and agtte& was ſo far froma true Peace 
with Ged; as that rather, it ſegmgft was but a Truce fora time, 
(God expeRing oar amendment) which being expired, and we till 
continuing in our ſins, the Lord is again up in Arms for further 
revenge againſt us. And what is the reaſon that the Lord is fill 
thas incenied againft this Land, and people of Exgland? Surely ic 
is againſt the nature of God ts be continnally chiding. and ſcourg.. 
ing, and whipping, and wounding; fet the Lord onr Ged hath no 
other Bowels, then the Bowels of eompzſhen ; ro other Riches, 
then the riches of his merey; vay, the unlimited extent of Gods 
gracions merey and goodnefle. is beyond all imaginable propor: i. 
ens, How coms then his feveurs to he turned into frownes, his 
mercies into diſpleaſures > Why ? Snrely if you will bat tracethe 
Seriptures, you ſhall never find God angry; but for fin; nor grie- 
vyouſly angry, bur fer grieveus fin ; ſo that the fims of this Nation: 
muſt needs be mounting, towring fins, (ins of the higheſt elevari-' 
en ; and ics the height of our fins that hath alwayes brought down 
the weight of his Judgements upon us; and theeart ropes of our 
Ens, have hurried down bis yengeance:$0 that if ye will bac refleR; 

7, upon y; 
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Pablick Sorrop. 


apononr felves, We ſhall End wichim our ſelves the eauſe of a!l onr 
ſufferings, Plagues, puniſhments, and Woes; our fins being the 
eccalion ot all earevils,and «he eauſe of all our milerics, under- 
mining oar ſouls, and drawing deftraction after th2m, and of all 
things elle moſt;hurtfall unto us. St, Pal confirms this, aying, 


For this cauſe many are we th and Ich anm# you, aud many fleep, | Cor. 11. 


And this was the reaſon,why the D:(ciples queſtioned their Maſter, 3” 


ſaying, Qu# peccavit ? Wae did fin, this man, or his Parents ? 1obu 9-2. 


Cel:donimes was born bling, and 6ur Saviour Chriſt going out ef the 
Temple, ſeeking te ſhun thoſe Rones which they intended to 
throw at him; he eaſt his eye-upen this poor blind man : for the 
eye of divinepicty is ever fixed upon poverty ; and it is the privi- 
ledgeof humane miſery, to have the eye of divine pitty to look 
down upen it, and te favour che ſame; to that he healed him art 


onee both in body and (onle : The Hiftory is no lefle large, then + 


pleaſing ; you may reade ir at yoar leiſures, Now the Ditciples 
having whiſpered amongſt chemfelves touching this mans misfor- 
run: (well knowing (hat (in wif thepecifon of allevill) they askt 
our Saviour. Qu# prccavit ? whe li 


LLnRtd? wherein they went wiſe- 
lyto werl in attributing puniſhmemth che penerall tofin. One 
treating of thoſe tears which eut Saviour ſhed at Lazarm his 
derth.{aith, That he did wot bewyle hs Burial, for he know bow 
happy be was in boing ont of the World ; but the occatn, inne; He 
thought upon Adams Apple, that had been 1he cauſe of ſo mneb hart ; 
and this was it that made hins to weep; a»d this his weeping was, as if 
he (honld bave ſa14, What 4 dealer of ſorrow hath this one att of diſ- 
obedience in bim brought upon al Mankind, and conſequently wpon me, 
whownſt beer the burthen of hs , and their effeuce: O fb», how dear 
wilt thow coff both wen, and me ! Trace but the Seripture, and you 
ſhall nor find any enething (© often repeated there, as, That fn & 
the cauſe of our wiſeries, How often doth the word of GoJ painc 
ent the fenlnefle, and grievouſneſſe of fin, and the hart that eoms 
thereby? making fin the yery ecater of all poſſible infelieity and 
mizforrune chat ean befall a man. Sin was it chat made onr Savi- 
onr.s Mar full of ſorrow, when he took upon him the Perſon of 
mtr: gurniag the moſt favourable conntenance of the moſt 
pl Fo ar, into frowns and feree diſpleaſure againſt his onely 
egorren, and dearly beloved Sonne, diſcharging upon 


him che 
tempeR 
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Publick Sorrow, 3 


_ tempeſt of his wrath,and made him, of all other men,the mofl mi. 
ſerable.So that we may concluge,Sin tobe the eauſeeot all eur harm, 
and that all polfible :!l chat gan be imagined, is to be reduced un. 
tO it, a$tO its Center, Make a muſier of all the enemies of man, 
as Death,the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and mer any one of 
them ; nay, not all of chem together, have the leaft powet to hurc 
ns, without kn; And therefore in our Lords Prayer, flencing all 
other our enemies; onely we-begof God, that he wonld free 
from ſin, But deliver 1 from evill ;-which, although ſome dee un» 
der{iand it to be ſpoken of the Devill; yet (as St, eAvp, ſaith) 
He can but barke, he 6anrot bite, onely Sin u able to dee both. And 
Anſelme ſaith, That he had rather fry without fn in the flames of 
Hell, then with ſin enjoy Heaven, He wight well (ay ſe in regard of 
Hell; for although that one drop of the water of Paradiſe mighr 
be ſufficient to querch che Gamesof Rell; yer ſhall ic nor be able 
to wafh away the foulnefſe of fiv. The Prophet defired of God, 

s Kings that he might dye under the Juniper tree, ard yet he wenld not be 

19.4 ridef his life by Jezabe/,in gegand of the finne that tyravnicall 

red ; {&thar, cven in his morcall ene- 
my, ſo great an ill ſeemethimtellerableto him. And thongh fin 
be ſogreatanevill; yer to this fogreat an hurt, way be added ano- 
ther that is far greater; and that 18, Obfſtinacy in fin, never to be 
cured. ]cb painting out this evill, ſaith, 7 hat the Suney taketh 
pleaſure therein, and that it ſceemeth ſweet nnto him , it is as pe! 
lets of ſugar under kis tongue; he firſt delights in the company © 
fin; then he marries himſelfe unte fin, and leaves her nor, till 
death them depart, Thus fin ereepeth into the heart by ſteps an q 
degrees, till at laft, it finks him dewn to the bottom of Hell: Bn 
woe is pronovneed to thag fintall Nation, to that peep'e that ar 4 

1/ay 5.18. laden With iniquity ; Fee wnto them that draw iniquity with cord . 

of vanity, end ſin, 4 with cart ropes. For God is a ſ{evere punifhe c 

of fig and his wrath fails tet tro come and ({cire on thoſe that (0 7 
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Ephe/.5.6 Pillows underneath their fins. $0 St, Part, Let no man deceive y . 
"with vain words, for, for ſuch things commeth the wrath of God np "i 

the children of diſobedience. Way it not lin that brought the curl h 

upon Adam, and all his Pofletity? his Apple preves his poy'o be 

| , I Sam. Sanl for hw diſobedience, was turned out of bu Kingdom, Wh:t Gi 


33, 3. theruige and defiruRion of Counter, and Ciries, .but tbe fins 


re Fab 


" Hublick Surtow, % 
the People? Davids fins, and hu Prele, was the deat, of ſeventy _— 24, 
thorſand in an inſiant;there the people periſheth tor the fin of the þ 
Prince. I could tell you of a Prince that periſhed fer the fins of 


= the people, whoſe like was no King defore him. neither after him 

a 2role there any like him : Yen may find him your (elves, Like wnts * K4g-n3 
of him was there ne King before him,that tmrned to the Lora with af * ** 
ho hu heart, and with all bus ſouls, and with all bu wight, according to 

all al the Law of Moſes neither after him aroſe there any like him Nov. 

W w.ih/tarding the Lord twrned not from the fierceneſſe of bir wrath, 

"_ whe-ewiith he was angry agaim(t Jadah &e, jelah « good King, one, x ines 


whoſe l1y,e was not before him; Jefiah wie 5d that which was right nM 2, 
"E DO be lai 
n in the ſight of the Lord; yer Joſiah muſt be liin, Thus you ſee. when 
s of iniquity hath playd her part, vengeance wil! lcape upon the Rage, 
d of hat was the reaſon why Gods hand was firetched over this Land, 


ghe why the Sword devoured, and the people perithed; bur the fins BY 
able f the Nation ? And was there ever more ſirning, or ever lefle re. p 
508 0 fe for fin? What is this world, but the region of /iv,a Sea of 

8 ” filchinefie ; and whil men are bewitched with the delight thereof, 

jca 


how, like Swine do- they wallow ia the filthy mire and puddle of 
their fins? It way be their bodies ar@eurionſly deckt, and ſhining; 
h fin bat alas they ha»snatly and abominahle ſoales. Is not eur Land 
Fill fall of Aehbans, looking mpon the Wedge of Gold, or B ebyloniſh 19f- 2}, 
Garmen! ? How isthe beauty of Batbſhebaable to entice the great- 
ake 9 et nimbiec? Gebazs will Rill pel} after Naamar for rich preſents; » Sami, 
but the 1:;r:fie follows him cloſe at his heels, vengeance attends him 2 


0) ON neer. Was there ever more Drinking, Swearing, Stealing, T ying, 

©, I'F Envyizg &c.and fince our ſnithusery for vengeanee, what won. 

p _ der is it that the Lord is fiil up in arms againſt ms?O then put away 
n 


yonr {winiſh drunkennefle, your prophane ſwearing, your brutifh 
fleſhiineſſe, your deviliſh lying and deceiving, yeny he!lifh cove- 

touſneſle, your lavage erneity.and all your other notorieties; and 
\nifhe frame the whole coarſe of your lives according to the rules of 
Temperance, Chaftity, Truth, Righteouſneſſe, and helinefle; and 


19 YR fo though our ſouls be yer all Aaind with ſinus, they may in time 
od "FJ b-come eleerer and whiterthen ſvew, Let as all, with a ſpiricuall 
Ce eUt'Y eye, behold the things of the werld ſeparate ſrem their ſeeming 


beauty, and (6 we ſhall not bebewitcht therewith, Let nsconfider a 
Gold ang Silver, not as glifiring aod ſhining, but as drefſe and 
Q dung; 


« 


Publick Sorrow; 

* dung; yea, as p>7ſoAdus, through a carle incorporated herewichd 
all, if our hearts b: in" Red yyich the love thereof, or by any un. 
lawfull m2ans we 4952 (ek after it ; Let us enn'ider the beauty of 

the faireſt woman, as vanity ; er as2 piece of painted clay; or as a 

ftale ſet for che raking of lilly foo'es: And latly, Let us confider 
all other pleaſing things, as Drinking, Banqueting, Gaming, Play. 
1. ing &e. as the very ſtinging of a Scorpion, which giveth incredi- 

{ ble delizht for the preſent, bat is by and by curn=d into tormentin 
and deadly pangs, till che main thus Rang, periſheth. And chere- 
fore fince ſiane 1s thus hurclall, let it be as hacefall unto us, and ler 
us hereafcer ſtrive as relolately againſt S-,as we have farmerly 
ſerved cheerfully nnder ic. Let as hate all f»s, of all ſuits, and 
ij} « Theſ. 5, keep our ſelves from all (por of fn; And with Sr. Parl, 4bFaine 
HY 2% from all appearance of evill, And with Inſe, Hate the very garment 
| if ox ported with the fleh, Ina word, Lec us avoyd all frr,and have no- 
wax thing co dat with theſe filchy in nates, char are dayly plotting and 

contrivingts ſer the whole cenemenc on fire, and are good for no=< 

thing, bat to Hring rottenneile inte our bones and bowels. And 

let us not defer to turn from /iz,nap delay till che Morning, bue 

take warning by the fooliſh Virgins, for to wrrow (for ought we 

know) may be the wilxight of Chrifts cal, when if we be found 

wallowing in the mire of our fx, and ftinking puddles of our 
iniquities, how can we hope or expeX to be taken as aſfociares to 
ſoglerious a Bridzgroom? And thus having found the aauſe of our | 
ſufferings to be in our (elves, let us lament for oar /fsr, that have | 
brought upon us a burthen ſo heavy, the onely way t5 re-infavour | 
ns again with our juſtly offended Gad: And tor taat purpoſe, [ . 
ſhall endeavour my (elfe to the atmhoit of .my skill,co clothe every | ; 
ene of you with a livery of ſ#rrox, which is ch: next ia che Text, 4 
the aſſembly called muſt be ſolemane ; Call an aſſembly. ; 
Firft rart Jeruſalem the largeſt map of miſery that ever eye beheld, ha- k 
of the me- ing been often threatued, often hatcered, and her viſitation grew= 
thods 0? jng acerar and greater then before; Salem being to become 4 tribu- ( 
' _—_ 4, tary City, Jeruſalem 4 ſolitary widow, the wayes of Sion 19 mourne, " 
nu” ber ftreets to be empty, ber gates deſol «te, her feaſts unffequented, h 
her Pri:f1 to figh, and her Virgins to be affiiFed, (he her ſelfe the 
objeR of this tight, aud ſubjeA of this ſorrow, to weep day and 
Wn: + 5. night, aud the tears 10 rus down her cheeks cominially, her plagues 
growing 


Publich Sorrow, 
erowing mighty, becauſe her ſins were waxen many ; many eom- 


mittipg them, tew mourning for them, The Lord now ſendeth fix rc, g, 
to deficoy this City, commanding them to ſpare none, ner take ns 2, 5.6, 


pitty, but to deftroy young and old, Maids, ( rldren, and Women ; yet 
to tonch none that had the Marks : and what this marke 18, you may 
ſee in the fourth verſe, Srghirg. ſobbing, erying for the abominati- 
015,Wweeping and mourning for the wickedneſſe that is commuted : 
there you (hall find a publick- Notary lent to take the jift of 
mourners, their ſorrow is their fafery, their lamentation the cauſe 
of their preſervation ; for, tor enr cemtorts, merey hath her lodg- 
ings taken up in every Town, in every City, in every Country ; 
be G'ds judgements never ſ@ great, mercy eannor, merey will 
not be exclud d ; the Saints arc alwayes priviledged men,they have 
ſp ciallin munities, as Arke 4 G ſhen,a Zoar, a City of Refuge 


ſhall be ever prepared. The merk, the merc:full, the Peace-maker, Mat. v. 
the perſecuted the pory 1n ſhirit, the pure in heart, and thoſe that 19 the. 


hunger «nd thirft for righteenſ»eſſe,all theſe ſhall be bleſſed ; aud 
not onely theſe, but 9:oxrner, ſhall have a part. The g 


ard ten thouſands at their right hand, but the plarme fhall not come 
»ioh them, 

' Our Evgliſh Sin (while thoſe unhappy differences, and wofu!l 
divifions continued atroneft us) was like lero/alem, the very map 
of miſery ; the Sword deveured, the people periſhed, cur ſons 
bnrcherd, our yeung men ſlain, onr Goods plunderd, our Lands 


ſequefired, and our bodies Carived; our plagues then grew migh- Ooh 


ty, becauie our fins were waxen wany; the moſt committing them, 
{ev mourning for them : ard it is fill to be feared, though we 
have thus ſinned, and have chus been puniſhed, that there was ne- 
ver more finning, nor never lefle remorſe for fin; and if againe 
the Lord ſhould i111 be incen'ed, and up in arms againſt ms ; what 
frevgth were there in ws (who are bur flubble) ro Nand befere 
ſuch a conſuming Fire: And thereſere to prevent Gods further 
revenge, and threatned puniſhwents, ſince you have ſeen in Exe- 
kiel, s 46 rears are the preſervatives of the living (for not a figh 
is ſent out, but isheard in Heaven, not a teare Ft is kepr nor a 
greane, but it coms before Goo) let us figh 2nd ery for all the 
abotwinatiens of the times: let us weep fo1 the fins of the Nation, 


C 3 lex 


oaly wAy »/ 
fow 11 tears. but ſhall reape in joy thouſands foall fall before them, rs 


Tr 


2 Woblich Serrad. 
{4t 15 laMnt ſor dnt Gas, the canſe of all our ſufferidgs, and Wwee® 
let ſorrew now cleath ny, and mourning elond ns ; let onr Fore» 
heads be marked wich a down-right ſolemne mourning; the Aſ- 
ſembly ealled muſt be ſolemne, Cal a'ſolemne Aſſembly. : 

The word ſolemne, which is-as much as ſcriom, ſad, and heavy, 
me thinks may well comtain farnitare for the times of mourning, 
and having never more cauſe, [ wiſh I might robe you with the 
garment of heayineſle : The Text Proeclaims 4 ſolemne aſſembly, 
and wills you to mourn-for the fins of the Land; the word ſolemy, 
me thinks, wills as a!l-to lay aſide our wanten, ſuperfluons, and 
ſupercilious {ales of Pride, and put on ſables, mourning habilj.. 
ments, | mean, heavy, ſad, and ſolemn cyuntenances outwardly, 
po teftifie our ſorraw inwardly; becauſe the Lord hath curn'd his 
favours into frowns; He that formerly eloathed us with Beauty, 
did again cloath us with Leprofie; He that formerly cloathed us 
wich Health and Happineſle, did again, in ftead of a Garment, give 
ns a Rent, and plagued us with the Sword, and other deadly poys 
 ſonous, and infeRiouns Diſcales, 

Will you leoka little into the-rifling of a Wardrobe in /ſ4iab, 
the Inventory you will find taken in che third chaprer,fromche 18, 
ver. to the end of the 234, The bravery of their ornaments, aud 
ehains,and bracelets, aad mufflers, and bonnets, and tablets, and eare- 
rings, and rings, and ornaments of the legs; and changeable ſuits of 
apparel, and mantles, aud wimplesr,and criſping pins, and glaſſes, and 
boods,F'c. But the deſtraRtion of all chis Foeminine Furniture, you 
ſhall find in the next verſes, from the 24. tos the end. /r (halt come 
to paſſe. that in ſtead of a ſweet ſmell, there ſhall be a ſtinks; in 
ftexd of agirdle,arent ; in ftetd of well ſet haire, baldnrſſe; ard in 
fkend of a fhomacher, a girding with [ach:loth ; and burning is 
ffeaxd of branty, The gates hill lament an4 monrue, 

The tory ſh-werh what our tate was (God grant we have net 
gauſc again t9 ſay, is) for, (0. we flaned, fowe were plagned; and, 
me thinks,ſhould be ſuHcient to tir up all the pewers,and paffians 
of ſorrow in every one of us; chis, me thinks, ſhould-be ſufficient 
to er open thoſe giflerns of our ſouls,that rivers of tears may flow 
from 94r heart-breaking, yer well-ptealing-penfivencſle; for the 
nature of griefe doch ucterly exits all-objeAs of pleaſure;and 


when trae ſorrow fits hers downrin'a Rapid, and a; Rapendious 
» > manners 


> * 


Publick Server. | 
' fRanfSer, and calls for Heaven above to weep With her, the Earth 
beneath to lament, the Rocks to eleave, the Mountains to Eccho 
forth greans, andthe Rivess to run with tears of griefe, the !/r4%, 
lites did not more leath, then ſach ſorrow as this doth delight to ig 
% down on the banks.of PBibylou; her Muſick is Lachryme, or Dol: . 
:, | Too; ſhe is as Rachel in her hard labour, ſhe no looner eonceives, 
m but is delivered ; and no looner delivered, but eonectves againe z 
her throbs and threws almoRt divide her ſouls from her lelte, bue 
thac her (olace being in diviſion, that which killech others, keepeth 
d | heralive; emptineſſe in the bowels, blackneſſe on the back, round 
=. } abour ſpeAacles of miſery,-all circamitances to make forrow 
7, | greater then her (elfe. Surely onr cauſe was, and is great, ne 
'y being the cauſe of our miſery , Let then our tears be many ; let us 
/, | puc onthegarmentsof lamentation ; let mourning be the marke 
3 &f of onr Foreheads; let our hearts b: heavy, our bodies taint, eur 
e | lookslad, and onr countenance !lo!emne ;. and eſpecially upon our 
= | Fatt dayes, or dayesof Humiliation ; let as al! goe mourning to 
the Houſe of the Lord ear God, with garments rent, and with 
p. | ſackciothcloathed; Let the Bride goes forth of her chamber, Leo 
\, the Pricefs weep between the Pavel aud the Altar; Nay, howle ye 
d RB poor Frrr-trees, and let the Hyiſc of avid mourne ; and let all the 
> EL /nhavitants of the land mourne, and weep, and lament; and let our 
f lawentation be as the mourning of H1dadrimmon in te Valley of 
id BE Megiddo: And let the [ind bewayle every Family apart ; Let weep- 
n "2 bein dll the ends of our Nation, and complagning iu the ſtreets 
os KR of every City; Towns, aud Country, cryiug in the chimbers of every 
in RB fouſe, Woe,and alu, Foreune ur thit wevave Fnucd, Nay, let all 
in {© tae Orders and: Companies of every (cvera'l hay cenvocation 
is © cbroughout this Land of #Z-g/4-4, from the Ruler to the SuhjeR, 
from the Prieftto the People, from the {onourthle Conncellour 
xe © himthar draverh Water, from the Men of gray years to the 
4, RE yong Child and Sackling, all plentifally water their Cheeks with 
1s Tears, Ler fighs be their ordinary Lingnage to onr eff:nded God, 
at (J4"d cry unto the Lord ro ſpire us fromthe Sword &:, Our ocea- 
W hon is juſt, our eauſe is gond, fer our ſus are great, and our God 
incenſed, and therefore ſolenuiry expeRs it, Call 4 ſo/emns 
eAſſembly, 
Odje But perhays ſome will ſay, What needs all this ade ? what 
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needs thi ſad behaviour, 'or ſolemre Aſſembly? Doth not Gidſu 
the heart? and if our hearts can but bleed in ſorrow for fn, Wha © | 
reed onr eyes weep, our tongnes lament, our conntenances be ſad, or * | 
our whole behaviour ſolemne ? | k 

eAvſ.: The reaſon is, (though I might give you ſeverall, yer i} * 
being in haſt, take this one for all, as the maine) Beeauſethe Lord I / 
our God, is Lord as well of Body, as of Soule; and as well of Sonle, Þ { 
23of Body : And therefore in performing any ſervice unto him, | ® 
he expeRs. beth in his Service and Worſhip, as in Prayer, eur if * 
Knees mnſt be bended to him, in igne of our humility; our Eyes, al 
our Hands, our Hearts, and all muſt be Jitred np anto him, in tl 
Ggne of our confidence. So in lamenting 6ur ſins, Let our Eyes th 
weep, onr Bieafts figh, onr Tongues complain, eur whole B-dy 
faint, and eur Seule languith ; ſee Afary weeping, Peter weeping, T 
and Jeremy ncyer making an end of weeping for the fir of his C 
people. Befides. theſe outward circumſanees doe mot lively ex. if W 
preſſe our inward ſorrows: Down, down then with all the fign-y 
and ſales of Vanity, and in true ſorrow and humility, humble {© 
your ſelves before God, and ery unto the Lord, ſaying, praying, Y® 
Enter not O Lord mt) judgement with thy ſervants, for 1» x 
foht no fleſh fbalt be jnſtified, Keey  O God from the curſed aft 
enſtome of finning, and from the direfull executioners of vengeance; "© 
eſpecially from the Sword, Geod Lord deliver us, : pu 

Call 4 ſolemne eAfſembly, 

It was an erdivary cuſiome in any common calamity. to re 
their garments, put on ſ-ckeloth, and moarne in aſhes, When the 
[ſraclites feund want of the favour ef God, they pur off their 
wented Garments ; as in Genefs, in Amos, in lob, im Tonah 
miy be found : But not to flay atall upen the renting of garments 
and eleathing with ſackeluth, ner to dwell any longer upon ſad be 
haviours, heavy countenanees, or ſelemne Aﬀerblies ; Ile onely 
Wiſh you obſerve, how that the ſorrow and ſadnefle of (pirir, 
draws the Bedy, and all the abiliments of the Body, inte the 
participation. and manifeſtation of priefe; and indeed. bow is it 
po (file, thar our countenance ſhould teftifie gladnefle, when out 
hearts are heavy, And though I grant, that it is per needfull mc 
to uſe ſuch ſhadows in the light of the Goſpel. which bath broug 
us greater liberty : So that whenſoeves you reade, or heare « 
Wceprrg 


Publick So370w;, 


pentangce neicher coalifts in ſackcloth, nor aihes, nor in any ex- 
rernall ching, huronely in the heart : Thoſe w12 doe in gand ear- 
neſt Repzne, and are diſpleaſad with themſelves, they hate their 
1 fs, andarecouched co th2 quiek wich ſuch a ſenſe and feeling of 
ſorrow, that they abhor and deteſt themſelves, and their life paſt; 


"| and by theſe oatward fignes, they aive teſtimony of their inward 
By ſorrow; (o that humbling themlelvesHefore God, they therewith - 
7: all ſhew teſtimony ef that diipleaſure they had gonceived in 
" themſelves before men; fo that indeed, the hgnes alone are no- 
- thing, and the Cerem3nies are indiffarent ; neither hive we any 
o Commandement to pnt en ſackeloth,or to pluck off onr haire ; 
y batthe occaſion of this Difgonrſe, and naming of theſe 51gnes and 
5 Bf Ceremonies, is, That might the berrer prevaile with you all, 
a willingly, ani in good earneſt, to put the trath of theſe fignes in 
"practice; namely, to have an unfaigned diſpleaſure with your 


7 felves, that you have ſo difpleaſed your God ; coufefle your fins, 
your rebellions, yenr offences, and that with a broken heart, and 
6 {orrowiall ſoule, with an intent to leade a new life; and bere- 
ſed after, asrelolntely ro firive againſt f#,as we have formerly ſer- 
ved cheerfully under it; iorif we judge not our (elves worthy of 
puniſhment, we eannot eome into favour with God : And there- 
fore, as the poor Malefaftor bows down his face, and eloathshim- 
ſelfe in vile and baſe raymnen!, to move the heart of che Judge; 
ſo ought we,torun in all kumili:y to Gods merey, in ear Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, with anfaigned teſtimonies of our inward Repen- 
tance ; ſor converfien begins at the heart : $9 the Propaec Joel, 
Rent your hearts, and wot your garments; And therefore te leave 
the Gignes,' to paſle by che exremonies, and eloſe np all-in our 
mourning weeds, our heavy eountenances, (ad bhahavionrs, and 
folemne aſſemblics; let us be ſare to cloath mourning minds, and 
ruely ſorrewfull ſoules, Anguſtexe is (ſaid to wrep a ſhiwer of 
cares, Ambroſe, « fled of tears, And I am ſure Jeremy wilhr for 
Fountain of tears. Certain it is, that none of ns ean condole (0 
anch as we ought, for oar fs; are miny, and Zods plagues are 
ighty ; and therefere a deluge of tears were lirtle enough to 
'the Ark of our forcew forenr fins, I have thus far brought 
: you 
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cance by theſe ignes, are bur thereby noted out unto us ; for Ree 13, 
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Publick Sorrow; 

you forrewing towards this deluge, this ſea, this fountaing 6F 
ſorrow ; let ws ill follow on with paces of lamentation, and ſor. 
rowfull remembiances of our #7, which have forced the Lord 
co his Armoury,and to put on the garments of Venpgcanee againſt 
us, And for that purpoſe, I ſhall endeavor to rebe your (elves 
with mourning garments, and cloath them with the inward ſack- 
cloth of ſerrow, that your hearts thus rent, and torne to Pieces 
with gedly griefe, you may ery mo:e earnelily to the God of 
mercy,to fpare this Land, and nt ad ile to eur afliftions, lea 
thoſe that have evill will at onr E-g/ifh Sion, rejoyec and tri- 
uroph at our preſent mileries. 

The word Selrmre, ſhews that our ontward frrrow ſhould te. 
tifie our inward griete; (o that, that which went betore, was but 
the Signe ; we now come to the Irath. For our part, we Pro- 
nounee not renting of cluaths enely, without the putting on of 
other robes; not ſo much wiſhing yeu to put en lackeloth, as to 
put en Chiift. /n4si-e, is the voyceof Scripture; not Scinatte ; 
Pat 01, not Rent off ; the Origina'l beias from that of St, Paul, 
Put on the Lord Ieſws Chrift , which will be the becter performed, 
if you pleaſe toaequaint your lefves with this inward mourning; 
AGat Scind:ite Veft:wmenta ; buc Sorndite Cords : Rent £0t your 
eloathes but rent your hearts, And it was not without much 
reaſon. that Solomon gives councell, To goe to the houſe of monru- 
ing; Eft exim'allis bencdifhio, there is performed that bleMng} 


bat to Aforxrnrg : our Saviour hath annexed this reward, And 
ſurely, the keepiny under of the ſonle, is much available to al, 
religions and devout effi:es : and I am ſure, there ought to be ſor 
row in every ſoul. The whole courſe of our Saviours liſe,was fpen 
in ſolitary ſorrow ; and Cenbtlefle, the canle of his ſufferings be 
ing in us, our Sins; we bad need, all the dayezof our Pilgrimage 
lament fer eur fs, that brought upon our leſvs a burthen 
heavy; inſomuch, that no: /eremy onely, but all Man-kind, ma 
PFrite lamentations : So that, Non firere, ſed ſemper reſervare | 
chrywmas debemus ;, We had need never makean endef mourning 
never end our ſorrows (or Si»; intermit them we may, bur ſti 
ſet as keep our acquaintance with them, That of Hierowe, 
evonſeſſe is true, Deteſtaude ſunt ils lachryme, que non habe 
7 | | #20 dune 
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f modnes ; Monrning withant meaſure. is a Hell upon Earth : Yet 
Fe again, Deteff audi ſunt gui carent lachrymu ; they are to be dete- 
d WH fed that have no meaſure of this heavenly Manna; but happy 
R were we, if we could for ever continue our mourning for Smne, 
e» and for the abominations of the Land, God hath already given 
K- B withecup of his wrath to drink off, and we have taſted deeply of 
wy the eup of his diſpleaſare; we have ſeen aſliAion in the rod of 
of indignatien : this Land kath preſented us with ſad ſpaftacles, 
1 W whole heaps of flain. O how ſheuld the remembrance of our 
1” Ef late ſufferings, ſer open again the Fountains and Floodgates of 
ſorrow . that rivers of tears might flow from our penſive hearts ! 
Co BB And if the Lord fhall again be incenſed, by realon of enr fS»:, 
utY which are as many, and great as ever; what eap we ezpeR, bur 
©" having already begun to taſte of the bitter eup of his wrath and 
0 diſpleaſure, he will force us the next time, co drink it down to 
oa the dregs ? But (inee that groans and ſorrew fer 55», is the onely 


way to appeaſe Geds wrath, being far better to deale with him 


F by tears,then by werds; and ſeeing there is Ho ſerrow te that of 
©" the ſoule, though the eyes of the body ſhould wax blind with 
"5 weeping, Let us ſhower dewn rivers of cears, let ns plentifully 
0" water our cheeks with tears, and ſigh, and fob, and weep, and 
ul howle, and ery unto the Lord to ſpare us frem the Sword; and 
#7""F let this eur lamentation and mourning be coraw, not clam, not 
_ onely privately, but openly, eſpecially upon our Faſt dayes, or 


dayes of Humiliation; for as ſolemmiry expeAts it, ſo antiquity 
roma ic, the Aﬀembly called muſt be ſo'emne, Cal! « ſolemne 
Afﬀembly. 

Obj. Bot perhaps ſome will ſay, God expett; wot thi inward and 
entward ſorrow in bi ſervice, thi heart- breaking , and body faint« 
ng, our eyes weeping, and our ſouls languiſhing ; for God wills,that 
we ſhew owr ſelves glad and cheerfull when we ſerve bim, Aaron 
Was ſad for the death of bu Sonnes ; avd Moſes repreh:nding 
him, becanſe he had not eaten that day of the Sacriifice ; he told 
him, Quomedo potui comedere, aut placere Deo in ceremoniis 
mente lugubri > Mow conld [ cat, or pleaſe God in the cereme- 
wies with « monrefull mind? and the text ſaith, that Moſes refled 
ſats fied, The Starr: being called by their Creator to give their 
light , they are ſaid to dee it, Cum judicate, with delight, or cheer 
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Publick Sorrow, 
fully. When we ſerve the Lord, we are bidden to ſerve him with 


Mu 6.17 alacrity: When wo faſt, the Word bids ww, Anzyut onr heads, thet 


 Aogaſt. Therefore ſaith ove, Lachrgme ſuut cordis ſargurs ; Tears are 


we ſeems not to men to faft , \lnge Capuc tnam, But the faft bers 
exjoyned, and the Aſſembly called, muſt be ſolemne. How flands 
tha together, the Seripture bids ua both be merry and mexrn is 
the Service of God ! 

Anſ. The anſwer may well be this, That all onr felicicy con-= 
fiſting in ſorrow for Snne, we may very well bz merry to ſec our 
ſelves ſad: Green Wood being put upon the Fire, both weeps 
and burns; a deep Valley is cleare on the one fide, 2nd clondy 
en the other; and mans breaſt is ſad in one part, and joytul! in 


. another, St, Paw! (pecifies two ſorts of ſorrow ; one which grows 


fron God ; the other frem the World: that gives life, this death. 
And furely that foule that ſorrows for his Ss, gives glory un. 
to God, It was eemmanded in Leviticws, that they ſhould cele. 
brace with great ſolemnity a day of expiation ; Er affiigetis auj- 
ma veſtras ; and ye hall aflit your ſonles. It ſeems not te 
ſound well, that men ſhould make a great Feaſt, with affliting 
their ſoules : but fer Gods Friend, no Feaſt ought to be aecoun- 
red ſo great, as to offer unto him a ſorrowfull.and a contrite 
heart ; for as there is nothing more (ad then Ss, ſo is there no« 
thing ſo cheerfull, as to bewayle it, All ear diſhoneſt aRtiens are 
bar carnefts layd dewn for griefe; for Viee is ever an infallible 
forerunner of wretchednefle ; and all our unwarrantable aberra. 
tions end at laſt, either in anguiſh, or confaſion : for Sir, on the 


| beſt condition, brinss but ſorrow with it; and for Si»ve withone 


ſorrow, is provided Nell. Then down to your Knees, and deſire of 
Ged that he would give you a taft of the (weetneſle of tears, and 
your ſenles onee caſting the (weetneſſe of tears, will not leave 
thern for a world; for teats are the delight of a penicemt; and 
there is no trae joy, but in ſorrew for Sis, So that all our felt- 
eity confiſting in ſorrew for eur f»1, we may very well be mer. 
ry, to ſee our ſ[clves ſad; and if ear ſorrow cannot move men 
to goedlinefſe, yet it is foreible to move God te merey : The 
broken hearc, for griefe of ſixne, and love of righteonſneſſe, 
(however the world deſpiſe it) the Lerd will nor deſpiſe it ; 
yea. it is the ſacrifice of God, acceptable to him tin Chriſt Jeſus, 
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the hearts blood: And, Lachrymarum preves Mtiliores ſunt quam 
ſcrmonnm; The prayers of 'teares are far more profitable then 
thoſe of words. Saint Chryſoffome (ayes, That our fins are ſet 
dewne in the table-book of God1 memory, but teares are the ſpunge 
which blot them ont againe, 1D a word, thoſe teares that flow 

from a broken heart, are that fait brine that wil! eare your 
wounds, cheere your ſouls, eaſe your conſciences, and pleaſe your 

God ; they take away all raw hamors,avd make ns ſavoury meat 
for the Lord : nay more, they ſubdne the Invineible, and binds 
the Omn'potent ; ſo Sf. Hirrome, Oratio Deun lexit, lachrywa 
eogit ; .mho would not then menrn for fn, and grieve, becauſe 
they gannot grieve enough? and be earneſt with God, in St, Aw- 
gftin; expreffion, Domine aa mih: gratiam lachrymarum, Lord 

ive methe grace of tears. Then weep for your ſelves, and weep 
Pr others, weep for the (ins ef the times, for the abominations 
of the Land, and cry wnto the Lord, 

The text I took up for your uſe of porpoſe in theſe (2d times and 
GCed grant it may be as profitable unto you, as ]'me ſure its fit 
for theſe ſerrewfull ſeaſons; and though I wiſh no end to your 
mourning, yet having led you thus far, ſorrowing for year fins, 
and the fins of the times; ler. us look back a lictle upon the Faſt 
enjoyned; which having done, I ſhall again take you by the hand, 

and leade yon jnto the houſe of mourning,the place appointed, 
the Houſe of the Lord your God, and ſo goe along by the banks of 
Babylen, to the end orexit of the verſe, where we ſhall meer with 7 
nething but /achrywe, and ſ»ſþicia, Tears, ſighs, ſobs, ſorrows, ſaſp 1nn® 
deploration, lamentation, fit meditations for our ſorrowfull 
ſouls; for the end doth hold a correſpondency with the begin- 

ning, Cry wwto the Lord, G 

Apgaitft ſome Vertues, ſome Emulatorthave not fuck to Sav#'þc 

ſpeak ; bur againſt Faſting, ne man ever opened his mouth. Ada. a /«f- 
bomet himſelfe, never denyed the nobleneſle of Faſting; but ra- 

ther ſo much commended ic, that our Faftings ſhenld be aſhamed 

to fland in competition with cheirs. And I find ſack forcible 
Arguments apon this point, thar,me thinks, ics buc a ſuperfluous 
labour to adviſe whether it be to be done, or no, Its but ſu- 
perfluous t6 adviſe a man that is fiek, to obſerve a dyet ; (o its as 
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needleſſea thing, tO gormmand a man to Faſt, who from the be. 
ginningof the world took a ſurfer of eating. Ninive was laved 
by Faſting. And Joe/, me thinks, propoſcth the like means, when 
hs cryes unto the people, Convertimini ad me in jeſunio, Turne 
unto me in Faſting, &e. 

For the antiquity of Faſting, we find, That when the Law of 
Grace was firſt publiſhed throagh the world, Faſting was Pro- 
claim:d, John came neither eating nor drinking, And the firſt 
ſtepof onr Savieurs pennance for our fins, was Fafting; in token 
that our firſt hnec eame by Eating, The fir Law chat God gave 
man after that he had Created him, was, That he ſhould wot Ext 
of the tree of Knowledge of good and evill : wherein two things 
wereto bs noted ; the ene, That man in this lo great an happi» 
neſſe, ſhould nor forget that he had a Lord and Matter. The other 
had an eye to the repairing of his future fault, and that man 
might anderftand that he ſhould in Faſting find a remedy for thae 
hart which eame unto him by Eating. And as a wile Phyſitian 
feeling the fiek mans Palſe, finds out his ill diſpohtion, and per. 
ceiving that his heknefle grew from that ill ripened Fruit, which 
even to this day is not yer fally dizefteJ, did preſeribe this 
Recipe,asa Medicine to cure this our Malady; tothe end, that as 
a man did Eat to feknefle, fo he might Falt ro healch : And as 
Glatceny did baniſh us from Paradiſe, ſo PaRting might recall us 
thicher again. So thatmort Faſting was the canſe of all evills, ſin, 
as you have it before, was the c1a1e of all our miſery. Now, out 
nor Fatting, I meane no: abHining ſrom the forbidden Fruit, 
was the fn ; fo that all choſe evetiythat are now in the world, are 
in recompence ef that wrong which was done in Paradiſe unto 


Fafting, And net onely our firit Parents ſmarted for it, but all I 


their Poſterity even to this day; and if any thing help thiy ſar- 
feic,it mnf{ be Faſting. The Proligall cryes out, Fame pereo, 1 
dye by hanger ; whereapon this preſently (o'loweth, Swrgam, ibo 
ad Patrem menm, 1 will ariſeyand goe to my Father : It was Faſt- 
ing and Hanger there you ſee, that r:flored him preſently to his 
former eftate. So that if our aneient loſt liberty could peſſibly 
be repayred, it were no wayes better to be recovered, then by 
Fafting ; and if by Faſting, the (hip of this our life takes in no 
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water; and without ir, Is overwhelmed and drowned, Let ny 
lay the whole lading of all cur ill,or good, upon our Fafting, Sainte 
Ambroſe proveth, That while Falting eontinued in the World, 
God did (ill better, and enrich it with new things : The firft day 
he Created the Light ; the ſecond, Heaven , the third, Earth , the 
of fonrth, Sunne, Moone, and Starrs; the fifth, the Fiſh:s of the Sea, 


Nis and the fowlerof the Ayre; and thoug') he gave them his bleſſing, 
& yet he did not ſay unto them that ih:y fhould Eat. The Sixth, 
n Beaſts of the fitld, and Han, aud giving them licence to Ear, the 
Me Works of God, atd the perfeAions of the World, were ended ; 
at wherein God gave man, 8s it were, a Watch» word, that Eating 


78 would be his nndoing. And as $t, Chryſoſtome hath it, /f in thas 
is || ſo happy an oft ate, Faſting was ſo neceſſary, what ſhall it be in this 
ex miſcrable condition of onrs ? Saint Johns Dileinles (atd unto Chrifh, 
T7 Muſter Why doe we and the Phariſees Faſt and thy Diſciples Faff not? 
at He an{wered, While the Brid:groom: is preſent, the Children are 


in mor to weep ; but the tims fall! come wherein they [hull not have 
re bim with them, avuJ then they ſhall Faift and Mourne: The pre- 
<> ſenec of our Saviour, and the enjoying of his moſt (w-et com- 


ris | pany, did bridle cheic appetices, and keep their foOu'tes in ſu5je- 
2s & Rion; but in his ablence, he inferreth, char this maſt he done 
as 8 by Falling. 1 might flay te tell you of miracaious effeRts by 
us Faſting, in Niniveh, in Toſes, in Elias, in Daniel, in Eaſter, in 
n, & the Methersof Sampſon, and Samuel, in Judith in others : and 
ut | how David with Faſting, covered the faults of his whole life. 
it, 8 Sola gula peceguit (faith Saint. Bernard) ſola jejunet, of ſufficst - 
re & Onely Gluttony offeq1ed. let Glutteny only Fall; and ir ſafhi- 
to & ceth ; not thar the — confitteth wholly in abitaining from 
all & Meat, for our Saviour Fa te, bat when he was oppreſſed .with 
ir- M Hunger, he did Eat, And the like may every g501 Chriſtian doe; 
, 1 Þ& yer a man may deny that to defire, which he may grant te ne- 
ibo x ceſfity. So that, Carnv curam nt feeeritis in defideric + Lec the 
Q- & cockering of your Fleſh be no part of your deſire: hat the 
his MW maine, or prineipall Faſting is, to F2't from fin, to which the 
bly Wy Other Falling is bur onely a preparative, $o that all this DiCſ- 
eourle tonehing Faſling, is but (uperfliuons, having ſuch foreible 
Arguments to mgve us thereunto. I rather therefore chigk bet- 
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ter 10 adviſe you how ic ought to be done, and that without 
treſpaſſing at all againſt my own eaſe, you your ſelves may ſufh- 
ciently (ce, in that of Saint Par! to the Corintbiavs, Sive come» 


' datis, ſive bibatis, fue quid alind facit, eomnia mn gloriem Dei 


farite : Whether ye eat, or drink, doe all to the glory ef God. 
Which that ye may the better dec, in your Faſting obſerve theſe 
fonre particulars. 

1. Thac we muſt not onely doe good, but fhan evill : let ng 
nor be like thoſe Hypoerites, whom the wind of vain glory rob'd 
of all the good they did - we are but duſt; and the Goſpel bids 
as beware of Winde, that we be not carried away therewith ; 
this vain oftentatioa of man, hanging our Conſcienees upon 
ether mens lips : but for our parts, we muſt not onely doc good, 
but ſhun evill, | 

2. We muſt acknowledge, That our Faftings and good works, 
are more from God, then our ſelves; Nox poſſumm cogitare ali- 
quid ex nobss : Of our ſelves we eannor ſe much as think a good 
thought. Mans poverty is ſo great, that he eannor ſo much as 
come to a good thought, and therefore may not make Merchan. 
diſe of that wealth which is none of his ewn : bur God is ſo 
free inthe works of Vertae, and ſo benntifnll, That being at all 
the charge hirmſelfe, he gives thee all the gaine; onely he wills, 
chat theu give the glory unto him, and cake the profit to thy ſelfe, 
That workman fbali doe ill, whe having built a houſe with ane- 
ther mans purſe, ſhould yoe about ro ſer up his ewn Arms upen 
the Frentiſpiece. J»finiax made'a Law, That no Hlofter works. 
914% (howld ſet wp his nanse within the' body of that Building which 
hs made ent of another: coft, Chriſt ſets thee on werk, and wills 
rhee to Faſt, to Pray, to give Almer; bat who is at the coft of 
this ſs good and great a worke? God : thou haſt all thy materi- 
alls from him, the building is his, it is his Purſe that paycs for 
all; give then the Glory and the Honour te him : Gloriaw mean: 
alteri non dabo : 1 will wor give my Gtery to another; eontent 
thon thy ſelfe with Heaven, whick is promiſed nnvco thee, if 
then dof well, which is a ſufficient reward for any (ſervice theu 
eauſi doe. 


3. Beware of Hypocrifie in Faſting, Fafting, Praying, a4 
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giving of Almes, done onely for Geds ſake, is of that great 
price and eftimatios, that it is ill impieyed on any other then 
God; and fer that, God weighes all things in his hand, as in a 
ballance, and knows the weight of every good work, and the 
rrue value thereof; it grieves him that they ſhould doe theſe 
goed things for lo vileand baſe a price, and is ſorry ro ſec thee 
ſo fosliſh, and poor a Merchant, that they wile pare with that 
which 13as mneh worth as Heaven to thee, for that which is lefle 
then Earth ; namely, that the World ſhould onely ſay, how haff 
Fafted, Why doett thou thus crucifie thy fleſh? why debarre thy 
belly of food > why being ready to dye for hunger, dof thou 
not eat? why lifceft thou up thine cyes re Heaven, for fo poor 
a thing, as to win applauſe upon Earth ? Thoſe works faith /ob, 
that are done for God, are Go/d; but done for the World, are 
D;rt ; they lay up this their treaſure in the Tongues and Eyes of 
men, which i» a Cheft that hath neither Loek nor Key unto ic. 

4. Faſting is a Plailter for our wounds, a Medigine for our 
Griefes, a Salve for our Sins, anda Defence agiint Gods Wrath; 
but yen muſt take heed that yoa doe not make this Plaitter, Poy- 
ſon ; this medicine, fiekneſle; this ſalve, a (ore; and this defence, 
your deftruion : for where Ged hath a Chureh, there the Devill 
will have a Chappell ; and where he throws in Secd, there the 
other will ſow Fares. Naboth, a Subje& of King Ahab: had a 
Vineyard in Sa”147/4, neer nnto the Kings Pallage; the King had 
a rwindunto it: Nebeth wi'l not part with it; the King grows 
(ad, refuſes his meat : /eſabel eomes to ſee him, wakes a jeſt of 
it; takes Pen in Hand, diſpatches a Ticket to the Govermours of 
that City, ſealed with che Kings Seale, to Progaime a Faſt, 
ſubernes two Wicneſſes to (weare, That they heard Naheth blaſ- 
pheme God and the King : innocent Nab:th is Rtened to death, 
and his goods confiſcated. In which aRtion, there are ewe things 
worthy our confideration; The one, That the circum ftanee of 
blaſpheming God and the King upon a ſo)emne day of Falt, was 
ſo grievous, that of force he muſt be condemned todye for it, in 
ſo great veneratien was Faſting in thoſe dayes. The other, That 
it ſerved as a cloak for the taking away of the Vineyard, and for 
the falfifying of Witnefſes, and ivjuftice ip the Judges = 
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ſhon!d have then ſeen the people to Faſt, would have thought it 
had bcen done Gut of Zeale, Geds Honour, and a defire to doe 
him ſervice: hot it was meerly a trick of the Deyils, which he 
had plotted with himſelte ; he threw poylon npen verrue, ſeeking 
to dray evill ont of good, We mult therefore beware, Jeaft 
theſe our good ations receive not hurt by evill intentions, And 
therefore, tarre. be aArom among any of you, that upon theſe 
ſylemne dayes of Faſting. there ſhould lurk under the ſable habit 
of a monrner, any falſe hearted, or hypocritieall masker; for it is 
to be feared, that among many in this Land of ours, even upon 
our ſolemne dayesof Humiliatien, masking might be found in 
mourning. But the Faſt that Gad requires, you may ſec in Iſaiah | 
58. 5.6. 7. Is it ſuch a Faſt that | have choſent that a wan 
ſhonld af: his ſoule for a day, and hang downe his head like a Þ « 
brlruſh, and lye dewne in ſackcloth and «ſhes. Wilt then call thu  * 
a Faſting or an acceptable day unto the Lord ? Herethe Prepher fl * 
ſhewes, Thar God neither approves, nor condemnes Faſting in W 3 

t 

ſ 


it (elfe, further then when it is applyed to the right end, $o 
that here is the abuſe in Faſting, when ten put holineſle in it, 
and 'in Ccither, deſpiſing or neglefing true godlinefle, they ' 
think that the bodily exerciſe alone fufſficerh ; bur he proteſts, | Þ 
That this is not acceptable te him, to ſee one continue a day 3 
without meatgand to go ſorrowſally with his head hanging down Þ 7 
like a bulrufh;and lying dewne in ſackcloth and aſhes ; he taxes NV 
theſe ſuperſtitions geftures, wherein Hypeerites are wont tafff © 
place a kjnde gf holineſle; nor that he eondemnes theſe exter-h *' 
nall rites, but rebxkes theſe Hypocrites for ſeparating the cruth 
from the fienes, And in the next Verſes, hetells you what kindel tf 
of Faſt it 1s that God /thes and allowes of, /« net this the Faſt 3! 
that | have choſen? to looſe the bands of wickgdneſſe, to takg of 


the heavy burdens, and ts let the oppreſſad goe fee, and that 11 
breaks every jike? Is it not to deals thy bread to the hungry 30 
and that thou bring the pooy that wander into thy honſs t When © 
theu ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover him, and hide not thy folfoy 
from thine own fleſp? Here the Prophet ſhews firſt, what the Lord a 
Pt 


ahicfly and prineipally requires'in our Fat, Secondly, by what 


wean our ſervices may be aeceptable hefore hip, And —_ 
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| How thoſe 6nghit to be fitted and prepares that meane to Faſt : 
; In a word, you may [ec here wherein the true offices of Piety», 
| (which are principally commanded of God) conkfi ; name!y, in 
| eomforting the poor, and opprefied, We waYlizewitie ſee here 
the duties God allows of in Faſting, what makes our fafts al» 
1 lowed of, approved, and acceptable unto God : namely when 
K together with Faſting, Charity is joyned\with ic : The Faff that 
c Ged bath choſen, i 10 locſe the baud; of wickedneſſe : Some ex 
: pound it, the wicked thoughts wherewitfy mien are bound and 
" intangled, And it may paſle for currant ; fer the prineipall 
o Faſting, is to Faſt from ſune, But it ſeems /ſu1ab meanc other- 
þ BE wile; namely, That Hypoerices are very cruel] aud mercilefle 
* towards the poor, and lay very keavie yokes upon them ; heecalls 
4 that Knots, or Bands, which we commonly tearme Oppreſhoens ; 
a | to which that agrees which is added, to zake off the heavy bur- 
ee | thens, under the weight wherect,the poor and needy groane, and 
in| are in a manner overwhelmed therewith, The Prophet, me 
eo) thinks, would bripg us to this principle, namely, That oar Cen. 
:t, M ſciences may be pureznd ſound, and that we exerci'e our ſelves 
ey in ſhewing brotherly kindneſle one to an*ther; for if this order 
ts, Þ< duely ubferved, ther Faſtivg adced thereto, will be pleafing 
Jay and acceptab'e tothe Lord. The Faft that God hath choſen is, 
an To deale thy bread to the hungry, to cloth the naked &'c, For as 
xes fd intheobſcrving of a Faff (as you had before) we mui not onely 
' toff8 doe good, but fhunevill; (oo we mult not onely abflain from do- 
er & ing wrong te the poor, from laying heavy yokes and knots vpon 
them; buc we muſt ſhei our lelves liberall and lowly rewards 

the afliRed, and (ich as Rand in need of our help. For there 
are two partsof equity and juſtice; firſt, That we offer ne man 
any wrong, Secondly, That we imploy onr riches and goods 
towards the maintenance of them that are in want and neeeſſity, 
and theſe two parts muſt be joyned together ; for ft is not enough 
to abſlaine frem vislent courſes, unleile therewithall we ſhew 
mercy in releeving our poor brethrens wants : Neither is it ſuf- 
ficient to ſueceur one, if you rob from ſome to beſtow upen 
ethers ; for we moſt nor releeve our neighbours wants by Thefcs 
and Pillages ; and if ckou haft commitred any injuſtice, eruelty, 
or 
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$55-« or ext0rtion, ooh negrngh not to make amends by calling. in 
God ro thee, as if thou wouldeft make him partner with thee of 

thy ſpeyles : It is peceflary then you ſee, that theſe twe parts of 

equity aud juſtige be joyned rogetker, if we wonld have Gol 

to approve and allow of our Charicy. Fi:ft, We muſt efer no 

man wrong. Secondly, We maft impioy our riches and” goods 
towards che maintevanzec cf them that are in want; we muſt, 
together with bftainke from violent courſes, ſhew merey, in 
releeving our peer brethrens wants. Deft rhon faft> then deale 

thy bread te the hungry, for this the faſtthat God hath chofen z 

and indeed, trne Religion Randeth chiefly in Charity to the 

James 1. poer, To viſit the Fatherleſſe and Widow ; for love is (et forth 
ws in ſundry places, as the chicſe of all graces; efpceially in the 
firſt of the Corincians, the thirteenth, te the end of the Chapter, 

Now where there are ns atts of Charity, no giving of Almes 

110; 3. to the poer, there ean bz ne love, as Saint Job» largely provech, 
I7. Alme'deeds therefore, ts feed the hnagry, to cloth the naked; LO 
diftribate and give of our goods to the poor, is greatly requirte 

Deer, t5. both in the Old and New Teſtament, Afoſes ehargeth the 
7.8. people of !ſrael often, To give, and to lend freely to their poor 
Pſal 113. brethrew, David deſcribeth the righteous man by this, That 


4 S be © mereifull, and diflributerh, aad ſcattereth abroad, Solomon 


7,&. to give to him that asketh, and not ce turn away from the pvs 
that wea'ld herrew, and acknowledgeth the receipt of whatſoevel 
Mt.35. is given to the poor, as if ic were given unto himſelf; For ] wa 
$5. hungry, and ye gave we meat : naked, and ye elothed me,@c, And 
ro move us herennto ; firſt, Ler as eenfider, that it is Gods eom- 
mand, of whoſe gift it is that we enjoy any thing. Secondly 
Iſay 58.7. The poor beour Lats : yea, our own flefh: then hide not t 
face from thine owp fleſh. Its inhnmanity, me thinks, to diidait 
and deſpiſe theſe 1n whom we are forced te acknowledge ofrr ow 
Image; for how(oever the rich may aceonnt of the peor,the 
by nature is as good ar the rich;the rich are po better then « . 
be c 
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fleſh if our brethren, and on ſons as their ſons , and though they 5. 
be brought in ſubjetion, they and thiir children, their lands aud 
thei vineyards; yer here is their happineſle, the Lord * their 
portion, 6nd Hoaven their [nheritinc;, Lazar ſhall paſſe from 
the Paws of Dogi,to the Hands of Angels; from the Porch of 
a Tyrant, to the Beſome of Abraham, Thirdly, Let the rich 
help the poor, and the poor will help the rich, But pechaps ſorme 
| will ſay, We fland ne need of Beggars help; yes ſare, thou ſtand- 
eft in nced of their Pray&rs, and pitty hath ever a Prayer fox 
] him that ftands in nced of jt. Letiherieh then relceve che pgor, 
, and the poor will pray tor the rich; for this is che reafon why 


a God mage ſome men rich, and ſome men poor; he made che 
© i rich men his (025 and heires here wpen Earth, to the end, thar 
Fs their younger brethren, the poor, might have their ſeenre ſufte- 
© i pance; and hc made the poor men heires of Heaven, chat the rich 
b, might have chere their (ſecure happſneſle : So that the riek'by re- 
By lagving the poor, and the peor by praying for che rich, might 
"2 i both, by Gods favour, have cquall portions in Heaven. Ged 
w made ſome rich, and ſome poer, thas the abundance of the 
4 


rich might ſupply the wants of the poor, and the adundinee 
hat of the peor ſupply the wants of whe rich, and fo their Tor might 
be alike, Take it in the Apoſtles words, Ve weſfra ſr oabres 28 
that your abandanee may ſapply their want, and their abun- 
lance may be for your w:ar, that chere way be equallſty. 
Sainc Chryſoffome ſaith, Fhat God did not greatc the rich to re 
trove the poor, but the poor, that the rich wight not be barren 
p* god works 3 and if the Cloud: be fall, they will pewre forth 
ine wpex the Earth : the rich man muſt be like a Clond, if 
he have abundauee, let bim diffributs it liberty. Fourthly, To 
give to the poor, is a means to thrive che better, becauſe thus 
we obtain Gods bleſſing to the doubling and multiplying of 
what we give; for pitty was ever neat te thern chat uſed 
it. {ff thy bread npon thi Waters, after a few dager thox ſhals 


2 Cor. 8, 
14, 


fad it : Give co the poor, and theugh ir ſecm to be as a thing 

vetiiured ac Sea, yer ic (hall bring the profir, even ſnch profic as is 

beyond efieem,uuſpeakable ar 2 Kingdom without a change, 
| 3 As 


they are al! a!tke by nature, So Nehemiah, Onr fiſh iu a4 the Nehems, © 
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And her? ic may be enquired, fince we mufl give to the 
poor, firk, Whe ought to give. Segondly, How much, Thirdly, 
To whom. And fourth y, In what manner. 

For the firf?, Who ongehe to give; My anſwer is, Th:t every 
one whe is not a reccivey of Almes, ought to be a giver of 
Almes, It is truc indeed, That this duty is firſt, and chicfly 
commended to the rich, 1 719m.6.17.18. 1]ebn 2.17. Luke 
T2. 33- 2 (07,8.14, But our Lord Jeſns Chrilt goeth further, 
and commandeth, 7 bat if a man have two Cots, to C3we to 
hin that hath nove, aud he that hath weat, to doe likewiſe, 
Luke 3. 11. 

Touching the ſecond, How wuch we muſt grve ; and for this, 
I fig1 no certain direftion any where ſet down, hut onely, Thar 
we ſhould give liberally; and give a portion to fix and to ſeven; 
.. and to give to hins that arkeih ; and every man #4 Ged hath 
M z#t.5,42 bleſſed him, 

x Cor.16. Touching the third, To whom we maſt give ; Luſty rogues 
> Theſ of either Sex onely exceptiee, who either muſt work, or elſe let 
i 52 them not eat: due Corretion is more necefiary to give to ſuch 
Ecc'eſati (if they as) them Bread, But thele perſons excepted, the anſwer 
cw5 12, ſhall be, Grve to him that aiketh ; Doe good to all, but eſpecialy 
Gal:6,'0e 1g thoſe that be of the hovſheld of faith ; The Fatherlefle,the Wid- 
dows, the helpleſſe perions, the Aged, Halt, and Blind, and all 
thatare in want, or needfu!l, are eommended to your Charity, 
Obj. But perhaps ſame will o5jeit and ſay, Would you have us 
to give to all that aihe ? we know, that the poor xeer 6 are ſa 
bad, and wcked; and il-condiiion'd, that it w n» Almes to give 
fo them, And a1 for wandgerers, the Statute prohibits it ; and 
beſides. being Rrangers to 5, we cannet tell whether it be (harit 

or no. to give unto them ? 
eA+s[. Theſe exenuſesof thine, are no- better then fig-leaves, 
] tell thee, thon muſt doe goed te all; and if any be ſe bad, 
together with your Almeſ-giving. give them admonition, and 
exhorre them to referme. And as ſor firange Beggars, iw-whom 
infdred you may be deceived, yet your Almes ſhall be n& whit 
the lefle acceptable that you give them, ſeeing they 1 aske"a1 
Chriſs pcor Members, and in the name of poor and helpleſs 
: | peilons; 
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perſons; And he that gives to a Prophet in the name of a Pro- 
phet, ſhall mot loſe a Prophet: reward: but they ſhall be ſnre to 
beare the burthen of their diflinulatien, whereby they invade 
the Inheritance of the poor, to the robaing and detipoyling 
them of & great. part thereof. Mi 

Touching the tourth, In what manner Almes ought to be 
given, The anſwer is, They mutt be given caccrtully, and with- 
out all vain-glory, and epinion of merit, and onely of chat 
which is eur own, and that in due ſeafon, or dae time, Firit, 
cheerfnlly, For God loverh 4 cheerfyll giver , He that giveth 
erndgingly, as it were ont of conſtraint, doth indeed the thing 
commanded ; but -beeauſe he doth ir not with an heart, it 1s no 
more accepted of, then Prayer made with the Lips, when the 
Heart is away. Secondly, withour Vain glory, We mult give, 
port gdcliring to have our Charity taken notice of by others ; 
lor (9- the Phariſees gave Almer ts be ſean, and prayſed of men ; 
of whom it-was (aid, Fhat they had their reward. Thirdly, With- 
Gut all opinien of Meric ; Almes muſt be given in hamilicy, 
w- acknowledgingthis co-beour duty, as a Steward is þ2und in 
duiy to give.te every one his Portion; for we are bat Stewards 
under God of that which we have ; onr Goods are a Portion 
cormmitted to our truſt, to uſe according to his will, as the 
Talents in the Patavle. Now God, by whoſe allowanee we have 
theſe Portions, appointeth us to ule them ſo, as the poor, may 
have eomfe;t of them: and thus, in the perſons of the poor, 
we render unto Ged ſome part of his own again, for Ghrift 
accepts it as done nace him, Pourthly, We muſt give of that 
whick is our own one]y, not of what we have unjuſtly gotcen ; 
for, as is ſhewed, in. the Example of Zichews, things unjuſtly 
gotten, muſt firſt be reſtored, and then Alnes are to be given ; 
tor in giving. fiolen' geads, or ſuch as be gatten by oppreſfion, 
or deceit, man makech Gad a party in the theft, or wrong, 
which he bach commircted.;. when ai. indeed he is. ſo far from 
this, that he ,expoſinlatech with ſach for comming into hit 
Houſe; (aying, 4K. you le, feale,: commit adultery, aud come 
aud worſhip in this Houſe, Fe, The juſt Ged will nog, in the 
perion.of che poor, accepr.of avy chipg unjuſtly gorten, Fo 
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ly and laſtly, We muſt give in due tire, or due ſeaſon, For 
the bleſſed man « lihe te a Tree, that briwgeth forth frumn in 
due ſeaſos, And, whilefſt we have time, ſaith the Apoſtle, let 
doe good to all, Some rely npom a laft Will and Teſtament, 
thinking to be accepted in their giving then, when chey muſt 
needs depart with all that they have. To give, when a man ca 
keep his goods no longer, is no better, then te break eff from 
any fin, when he ean no more commit it, Bat for ſack as bave 
negloRted this duty in their life, Jet them humble themſelves; 
and rather then not at "ll, give liberally at cheir Death ; and ſo 
happily, as the Lord iha'!l ſee the heart truely affe Red with peni- 
rency, they may be accepted in their giving then. Thus you ſee, 
how Charicy is a prinzipall point ef trae_ Religion. And if 
any ſhall alledge, 7 har their goods are their own, and therefore 
ſee no reaſou (like charhſh Nabal) to wike that common, which 
God hath given to their particular naſe ? | anſwer, That thy 
eoods doe indeed appertaine nate thee ; bur wpon eondition, 
chat thou dealeft one part thereof to the hungry and thirRy ; 
for thou art buc a Steward / and ſure, the hungry are defrauded 
of their right, unlefſe their wants be ſapplyed. And this is one 
thing that ſaaRifieth the Foaff. Another thing is Prayer ; fo1 
Paſtivg is but the hand. maid of Prayer; but of this when we 
come to the period of the Text, Cry avto the Lord, 

Thus having upon ſeeond rheughts, (thongh contrary eo the 
Rules of Art) looke a little back npom the duty enjoynrd, the 
firſt part of my Text, I now come to the (ecend cireumRance 
of the ſecond part, which I called; The Adnthod, or Order prev 
ſcribed; of which the firſt being this, Cel a folemwns Aſſembly, 
The next is, Gather the Elders, avd all the Inhabitants of thu 
L a»xd. | 

Wherein is to be cbſerved, The generality of this Faft, Tn 
the Verſe fore. going the Text, you lee a command layd onely 
upen ſome private perſons, the Prieffs, and the Adin:ffers, they 
are to howle and lament : bur privare mournings is not_ſaffi- 
eing for Publick Sorrow: ; there muſt be an epidemical! lanen-; 
tation by «4 ſelewne Aſſembly, And this Aﬀſembly muſt no; 
thip, vel duo, vel wer, as the ſaying it, a ſmall Congregation 


Pblick-8 orrom, 


to ſerve Ged ; but ic muſt be populous, and fall, made np of a 
multitude, Gather the Elders, and all the [nhabitarts of the 
Land. Hence, let this be the point ; ChriftsSchoole, is a Scheole 
for all ſorts; not enely the Elders, but al the [nhabirants, Lot 
the tares (ith our Saviour) grow with the wheat, it may be 
they may wither and dye ere Harveſt - the meaning is, That it 
may be they may dye to fin. Witneſle the )ayler, who over 
night was ſronr ging ; ere morning, weſhing av4 anointirg the 
wounds ef the Apoftles. Wirnefſe Zachew, who of 2 pilling 
and powling Publican, and a grinder of the faces of the poor, 
preſencly became a merciful! refreſher of their bowels, Wir- 
nefle many others, &e. 

Every mans life is a Way, wherein, without intermiſſion, he 
walkes frem the Wombe to the Grave ; Ab wtero ad Sepul. 
chrum ambulamum omnes; and this is the way which JoÞzacalls, 
the way of all fleſh. Bur in this way there 1s a great difference, 
ſor ſeme are upright in it, and thoſe are dee'ared to be ſuch, 
as walk in the way of gedlineſſe co glorification. Others turn 
aſide after the crooked wayes of fin, and thoſe walk on unto 
perdicion ; they goe anging, and in a moment tumble into 
Hell. Now the Lord our God, that wonld nov the death of a 
Ml fnner, calls all to Repentance, whileft we, not fecling thofe 
privy nips, and perillous wounds, that fin impaires our ſoules 
withall, doe (wim in the falleft delights, that inventien can 
Proeure us, and our ſouls cleaving to the midſt of our mirth, 
our way bit beguyles us; and for net minding our Voyage, in 
Read of arriving at eur wiſhed for Haven, we are fncke into 
the gulfe ere ever we are aw re; (o that we had nced labour 
for a Refermatien, by the wholeſome Information of the Word; 
and Chrifts Sehoole, beine a Schoole for all ſerts, we had need 
a'l beeome Schellars in the Schoole of Chrift, both young and 
old, and old as well as young, | 

Firft, young men ; for the age of youth is indecd the age 
of right reformation; Bend a tree while it is bur a twig, and 
it will ply whieh way you will have it; but lec it alone uatill 
Wit b{ a fnrdy Oe, there is chen no dealing with it, Even (o, 


108W(ertle the ſoule once upow the lees of finfull Jnft, and cuſtome 


in 


Mat. 13. 
39- 39» 
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in. finning proves ancther nature, and in the end beecmes ins 
Rexible, incerrigible. Leta man threugh his youth ſer his face 
azainft Heaven, and bla/pheme Gods Religien; ir ſhall be ay 

eatic ior the Blackamoore to change his hue, or the Leopard his 

ſpots, as for that man that hath been alwayes accuſtomed to evil!, 
cverte learn tocoe well:] doe not ſay ir p: ble, for 1 know thar 

it. is theeaſieſt thing in the worid with God te enrich a finger 

with ais giace ; and thereſore we diſpute not his power, nor his 

wiercy, Not his pawer, fox God ean in an inflant make of a 

finner a Saint. Not his mercy, tor Geds mercy knows no beunds | 

ror limits, But it is not eahe for that ſinner that hath becn Ml | 
2Iwayes accuſtomed to doe evill, ever to learn to doe well ; (or, ( 

you know, the curle is commonly paſled out againſt theſe who ( 

M:.21. have becn ſe leng fruitleſſe; Never fru.sr grow on thee hexer. t 
9. forth, neither in this World, nor in the World to ceme; reap: ff | 
they ſhall, brivg forth they fhall not; bur they ſha! reape the ſd f 

fruit of Judgerrent, the fruix of paniſhnenc ; other fruit they T 

ſhall never bring forth, dead Trees, eut oft from the land of the 5 

2 : dead Branches, cut off from the Tree of Life, Andin.il © 

deed, what can that ground expect that brings ferth nothing but h 

Hc5.6.2. thorns and bryars, but that the end of it ſhould be re be burned? y 
So that thongs ye rejoyce in your youth, O ye young men, yer N 
remember yeu muſt come to Judgement, And ſure it is butan] Cl 
eviliand wotell diviicn, when yeung years are given to Sathan,ſ t« 

and old acc tethe Lord, Its the firit frnits that God requires; 1: 

',_ Ang y6u may find Saint Jobs writing to Toang wen, 44 well i (0 
Noh: * to Elders; to Children, as well 4s to Pathers, Aud Solomon ad. W 
Fel. (12.4 Viſeth the young man, To remember his Creator in the dayes of L 
P/\ny » bys youth, And David, to redveſſe' bu wajes : For indeed, the fr 
ave of yeuth is the very Harveſt and Summer, in which who. 

ſgeyer \cepeth, is the ſag of contution ; but he that gathereth 

P,5.10. 7, i» the child of wiledome, Tt 15 wuh grace, as it is with grafts 
there mult be a time of- in-{etting, ave a time of eut-growing 

and. beth. theſe muſt be ſcalonable before fruic ean be expe 

Qed ; ſo thai ſeed muft be ſown in youth, which wot eorfie 0 

in age; Fer nip a bloflome in the Spring, and where is the hope 

of uts Autumge? And indecd, where Sathan can make yout 
unproficabl 


I1) 11,” : 
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anprofitable, lictle geod nay, much ſpiricea!l beggery may 


be expedted in all the other ages of that mans lite. Again, 


| Call thy wayes to remembrance while thou ait young, that 


thy Cenſcicnee may be at peace when thou art aged; for aſlnre 
thy felle that the vanities of youth wil: vex the hearc fir many 


yeareS after, See David Praying againk rhe fins of bis youth, Pſal.2y, 


and net without a bitter ſenſe and ſling of them, /t was the 7- 


voyce of Ephraim, | was afhamed yea, confonnd:d, becauſe I did © 316: 


beare the roproach of my youth; for though for the preſent a 
man may be ſencelefle of his grofſeſt fins; yet God will waken 
his Conſcience at laft, and make the very thought of his ini- 
quities as bitter, as ever the pratice of them was pleaſant; the 
chought of chemi will fill kim wita trouble of Conſcience, and 
bring him net onely te doubt of his effeauall calling to Grace, 
but alwolt io a deipaire of his ſalvation. And if ke wou'd be 
feneed ag1inft all theſe afterclaps, the time is now whercin he 
may prevent ſack aifliftions, by beating Gods yoke in his 
youth : Now 1s the time wherein he ſhould take notice of 
chat great bundle of folly which is naturally bonnd up in his 
hearr. But alas! No age {o much flops its eares, as this age of 
youth, charme the charmer never {o wiſely : For whereas young 
men ſhould live az Nezarites,corſecrated to the Lord. they ra- 
ther live like men that have yowed, and dedicated thernielves 
te the (erviee of Sathan, leathing. or ſeorning to become Schol» 
lars in the Schosle of Chrift, which indeed is moſt effeRnall 
to cure the dilerdered affeftions of youth : But thoſe thar 
would be Trees of Righteouſneſſe, and known to be of the 
Lords own Planting, laden eſpecially in their age with the 
ſruits of the Spiric, muſt in their youth, timely bud, timely 
bloflome, and timely brare ; that ſo their whole lives may be 2 
ſruicfull gourſe, whereby God may be glorified, others edified, 

and themſelves receive in the end a more full conſolation. 
Secondly, as young men, (6 old ay well as young, muſt be 
Schellars in the Schooleof Chriſt; for though ics true, that the 
age of youth, of all ages, is meft ſubje& to the dangerons 
diſeaſes of inordinate Jufts : yet there is no age Wi:hont its 
blemiſhes, not the hoary haire without” its errors, David, (o 
F often 
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ofcen as he conſidered his wayes, found alwayes ſomething that 
needed redrefle; and there is none ſo well renewed in this life, 
but they may find ſomthing in themſelves that needs further 
reformatien, Who can (ay, he hath in ſuch ſort cleanſed his 
Heart, as that he need not make it more eleane? Certainely, 
when fins are lopt, they grow againe; when they are chaſed 
away,they may turne againe, and the fireof ſin beivg queach. 
ed, it kindles againe; (6 thit we had need often lop gur ſu- 
perfluens affeftions ; if ic bs poſſible, alwayes. For let a man 
tell the trath as he finds it, and I dare ſay, he finds alwayes 
ſomething in himſelfe needing reformatien, Se that. Old, ay 
well as Young, ſhould come to this Schoele. Por ſarely, ics 
a doub/e ſhame and fin for an old man to be of an uneleane life, 
or t9 be ignorant of the Word, having lived till his head be 
gray, Without making any progreſſe at all in the knowledge of 
godlineſſe. The neerer we draw unto the Land of Canaan, the 
farther off ſheul$ we be from the delights of Egypt ; otherwiſe 
it will cometo paſſe, in Gods righteons Judgement, that when 


in regard of oor long journey, weare come to the very borders . 


of that good Land, we ſhall be put b:ek again, with thoſe ear- 
nall /[raelites, and never ſuffred ro enter into it, O miſerable 
condition of that man, whoſe body is deelining to the Grave, 
bue bis ſpirit hath never learned toaſcend te him that gave it : 
he coms (as I ſaid) to the very borders of Canaan, | meane, ta 
the very point of time wherein Gods Children make their hap. 
py Ccranſmigration ; bur by reaſon of his fins, he 1s thruſt back 
apaine, and never ſuffered to enter, when he ſhould dye and 
aſcend to the bleſſed fellowſhip of God, the Father of Lights: 
he dyes indeed, but deſcends te the pit of utter darkenefle, 
where « weeping and gnahing of tecrh, What a worefull caſe 
then is it, that men ſhonld b= thas {ould nrnder fin; nay, even 
ſpend and weare ont th:mielves in plotting and contriving 
who ſhould get themſelves ſureft and deepeſt in ? How are 
even the hearts of che. Ancient, whoſe Faces Age hath wrick- 
. led, carticd away, t2 ſcek abundance, deſiring one!y to become 
Heires of the World, never ſceking God, nor his Kingdom, for 
their Portian ? And though this ſcrvice of profit ſeen ſome- 


what | 
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what more ſweet and eafie then the ſervice of rightecuſreſſe ; 
yet when this Maſter eomes with his wages, then te!l me what 
becoms of the lovers of the World, more thien of the lovers of 
God ? ſurely they ſhall not fayle to receive the wages of un- 
righteonſneſſe, O miſerable ſervice ! nay, it is to be feared, 
chat many of our gliſtering ſaints, our gloriens profeflory, 
who would be admired for their holineſſe, are tos much be- 
witched with che ſorcery of this finne : But let them know, 
whoſoever they be, that for all their outward varniſh, and faire 
flouriſhes of devotion, and ſhews of ſceming holinefle; who, 
as if ſanity were ingaged onely te their ſervice ; being 


7 


fick of a Nols me tangere, touch me not, I am more holy then 


| chou, that their fins of hypocrifie, and covetouſnefie, will ble. 
miſh even the beſt things they have received, and darken the 
I beſt duties they attempt - For indeed, a rare profeſſour is that 
: man, that ean avoyd an Earthiy mind in Earthly matters ; 
C and while he layes up on Earth, hath a free mind te treaſure 
(a in Heaven. O that we conld confider how theſe hatefull pey- 
'$s ſoneus fins make us even juſtly odions te our God ; and 
[- therefore let us labeur to ſee the poyſon of cur own nature ; 
ie and ſeeing it, firive te bewayle it: And for that purpoſe, ler 
a, Yeung and Old, and Old ai well as Young, all become Stu- 


ts dents in the Schoole of Chriſt ; for truc Knowledge 1s that 
which werks Godlinefle, Moſes himiclte, who was learned in 


7 - all the learwing of the Egyptians, weft fludy to ſeek the Lord 
ck with an inward afteftien. And thovgh David had more nn- 
od derſianding then bw teachers ; yet he carnelily deſires, ts be 
ts! farther taught of the Lord his God ; for the treaſures of ma- 
fe, mifold wiſedeme locked vp in the Word, are ſo rich; that no 
-2ic man can attaine to ſuch meaſure of Knowledge, but fill he 
yen hath need to learne more : The Angels themſelves are but 
1108 Schollars in this Sehoovle ; and becauſe thou art Old, wilt 
are W thon ſcorne to learre with Angels > The very beft, conſide- 
-1cke ring his wayes, = fipde ſomething in him te be amended, 
ome The DoRtors and Maſters of /ſrae/, were but Fools in Chrifts 
1, for efleeme. The young wan that thought ſo goodly of khimſelfe, 


was igneramt of the way to Heaven, and-would learne of onr 
| | | F 2 


Saviour, 


15 
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Savionny how, or what to dee. to inherit Eternall Life. The 
Wiſeſt of Men, ſeeks for Wiſedome. And the Princely Prophet, 
begs Underſt inding,. Let then high and low; rich and poor, eld 
and young, all, run to that Fountaine from whence thoſe 
Waters of Knowledg: flaw ia abundanc:; for Chrifts Scheole 
1s a Sche?9'e tor all (erts; Not onely the Elders, but all the [n- 
habitants of the Land, 

From the generalicy of this Convoeation, another Poing 
may be this, That the KingJome ef Chrift admits of no dt. 
ftinRien, neither Prince, nor Peaſant, for they are both his 
Sa5jeRs, both the worke of his hands, His Vineyard admits 
of all ſerts of Labonrers, from the Morning till the Evening ; 


nay, to the very laſt Honre, the gates of mercy ttand open far 


all; and GoJs eall is generall, Come nnvo me all you that tra. 
vel, and are heavy re ang He calls not onely the King, 
buc the Subjeft ; not encly the Lord, but the Slave; He ealls 
the Poor, the Servant, 4vd they receive the Goſprl: Nay, Chre# 
came to call forners to repentance, without execption, even 
Publicans and Sinwers, The God whom wwe ſerve, is no exceptes 
of perſons ; and the Kinglone of Chrift admits of no gi- 
ftinRion. Its crane indeed, there was a difference held, and a 
wall of partition was ſet up b:tween Jew and Gentile, between 
People and People, Before the Flood were the Sens of Cog, 
and the Sons of Men: Aﬀec the Flood, before the Law, there 
was the Promiſed Sced, nd the Seed ef the Fleſh : after the 
Law, before Chrift, was held the diſtintion of Jew and 
G:atile : Withthe former, 5d made his Covenant, them he 
took into his texching, and paſſed by the ether : To thera 
'pertained rhe Alonion, the G'ory, the Covenant, the giving 
o' th: Lav, tac Service of G2d, the Oracies, the Promiſes; 


Th-fe hil his Tenge, his Prophets, ordinary and extraordi- 


nary. This difference Devid meants of, in thoſe words, He 
ſh-wed hs Word nn Jacob, his Stutntes and Jndgements wits 
Iſrae! : But he deals not ſo with every Nation, neuther. have 
thry known hy way's, Plal. 147. 19. 26. But now in this laft 
Ag? of the-Worl1, this Cevenant of Grace and Life, is'made 
common t0 all People ; every map is now called ro Repen- 
Lange, 


Pablick Sorrow. | 
tance, and invited to eome and drinke of Chrilts blsod by 


e 

'$ Faich; the partition wall is now b:oken dewne, the Vaile 11 
rent. the gites of merey wide opened, and that Myfiery which 

e was kept (ecrer from the beginning of the World, is Pub't- 

c ſhed ro all. The conſideration whereof, ſhould fiir us apto 


j- an exceeding rejoycing, in that, The barren aud deſolate hath Ifay $4. 
wow wore children then the Married Wife: : that the place of the —_ 
t ters of the Church « thus enlarged,-and the Curtuins of her 

'l habitation thry ſpread out ; (o thac the Dozs ani Whelps may 

is | now clap their bands tor joy that they are received into pit- 

ts © ty, andchar the wings of GoJs merey are fire:ehed our over 

\; if chem: The poor beleever, the thrill, the ſervanc, the baſe in 

2x | the world, may cherere up their hearts, thar even they, whom 

4. | men ſo deſpiſed, are now 1» cff:Hnally called, to lee the 

&» | Orace and Salvation of God: He that parinaos 1s but a fer. 

lis | vant to ſome meane main here upon Earth, is a free Ciiizen 

o/# || in the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; he that hath never a foot here 

en | below, is become a great purchaier ahyve. Here is no con. 

es || plaint char the Prodigall Son is encertiin'd, and the lervige- 

li. able Son neglefted. Dhz Ennvuch necd wit now complaine 

| a and lay, /.am2 4 dry eres © Nor tae Son of the firanger, The j,, 56,5, 
en | Lord hath ſur. ly ſeparated m2 from his people : but whotes 

ad, Yevercieaveh unto the Lord £5 love the Lo4, and terre him, 

ere fo themes be will give 1 name better then off Sous and Dauyh. 

he Birr, eviv an everliſtins name, thu (hill never be pu? ont; 

nd Thus yo ſer. Thar the generall promiles of th2 Goſpel, are 

he EPublithed and of:red to all, wichoac exceotion, band an4 

era Wſree, Pub'ican and (inner, ftrangzrs and forceighntrs, are nov 

ing (Conitesr Senfforum, fellow Cirizens with the Saints, and of 

es'; Meche houſhold of G24 t fo thar o1r (ins ated nat hinder us 

di- Wrom app:oching to the [nrons of Grace, if we ci1 bur 

Hoe OMe to the Lord Jews upon the Fer of Fiith and Repen. 

nts Wance. heavens vatesare as wile 142v2r, 211] rhe gall as univers 

ave Wall 2s ever; Not onely che Elliers, 5ut 47 th: Ingibitants of tho 

lafh W-4*4, So we tep on to the third ZTirzamtange, in the WHorrhod 

ade ” Order of heeving this Fat , the v(t:- of refuge, or Sacred 
antugry, the Hyuſe of the Lord jonr God, 


I maft 
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T muſt now, like a faicthſuil Steward in my Maſters houſe, 
take by the hand all you the weary Sons and Daughters of 
the everliving God, and leade you into the Kings Wine-ſet, 
lers, there to refreſh and flay you with the Flagons of hy 
Wine, to comfors you with hu Apples, to ſtrengthen you with 
his hidden 84 anna, and to maks your merry with that Alilhe ani 
Honey which our ſo dearely loving Huband Chrift Jeſu bath 
provided for wi, to ſuſt aine ms that we faint nit through thoſe 
manifold temptations which excumpaſſe us in this barreu Wl. 
dernefſe, namely, inte this right Arke, or lutle Zoar, The Hoſt 
of the Lord your God, | 

The whole Colledge of the bodily Phyktians, and the Prince 
of them, that Wiſe and Learned Galez preſcribes for the time 
of Plapne, chat ef all Remedies co prevent the contagion,the 
beſt is, To fly, and ſhun the infetted and corrupted Ayre, and 
to depart un'o a wholeſome avd purer eAyre ; and that with 
theſe three Rules, Cito, Longe, Tarde , To depart ſpeedi. 
ly, farre off, and returne flewly. And as this is Phyſieally 
preſcribed, ſo it hath been as diligently praiſed by all forty 


of men : But becauſe by the corruption of our Nature (which ſl * 
is more then the corruption of the Ayre) we ſuffer our ſelyes @ 
as with maine ſale to be carried away from the Creator to 4 

A 


the Creatures, fixing all our ſenſes more upon the Aeriall 
corruption, then upon the inward cauſe of the contagion, 
the Plague of our (ins, and rottennefle of our bones and bow- 
els, which we carry within our ſelves, and are more careful] 
to depart inte the Country.then unto the Lord, as if by the 
ſwiſtnefſe of our Feet, we could out-run him whe Riderh wpen 
the Wings of the Cherubims, which often cauſeth, that the Lord: 
Pa;ſuivant doth often Arreft ns in the purer Ayre, as well it 
the Country, as in the City, 

In the time of Famine, the beſt Remedy is, To fly from 
places of ſcarcity, to places of more plenty. And this wal 
practiſed by Joſephs Brethren, who were into Fyypr to buyFTood; 
bur becauſe of their fins, trouble came upon them in cheit 
very firſt journey thither ; and theugh after that they were 


nouriſhed, and bgd Poſſeſſiont tm the beff of the Land ; yer _ 
they 
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they at laſt kept under with Surthens, and by ernelty eanſed 
18 ſerve; inſornuch, that che Egyptians made them weary of their 
Jives by ſpre labour in Clay and Bricks, and in all worke of 
the Field, with all manner of Bondage which they cruelly layd 
wen them, 

In che time of Warre, Th: bet way to preſerye our goods 
from ſpoyle, and ear ſelves from Captivity is, To fly te the 
beft and firengeſt Garriſens; and this was as diligently pra- 
Aiſed by us in the time of the lace Warrs in this unhappy 
Land ; bur that proved (e poor a lafegard, as that which was 
there preterved tor a time, quiekly became a Prey to others, 
And fince in the forms of milery all thele are ſuch poor 
ſhelters; I will thereſere preſeribe you a better flighe in the 
time of Plague, or Famine, or Warre, or any other common 
calamity, then that of Galen, or that of [a:0bs Sonny, or that 
of our Eng/ih ; namely, To the name Jehovab, that Tower 
Royall ; or as 59/owon ealls it, firong Tower, The Name of 
the Lord ts a firong Tower, the Righteors runneth unto it, and 
u preſerved; even the Houſe of the Lord our God, And this 
was Davids pratice in thetine of Plague, Hezehiahs pra» 
Rice in thetime of Warre: And here, the Prophets direRi- 
&n in the time of Famine, Gather the Elders, and «all the In 
habitants of the Land into the Flanſe of the Lord your God, 

And now, that | miy the becter inftruRk you in this jonr= 
ney to this Houſe, I will branch che d:(cription of this Houſe 
into theſe three ſeverall parts, whieh will fore ns with cn. 
ers of ſingular Melications, Firſt, the Name of this Place, 
#1 an Houſe, and therefors a ſhelter againſt all Rormes and 
tempeſts. Seeondly, The property of this Place, its the Houſe 
of the Lord, and therefor: able to detend us xgainRt all al- 
faults and violence, Thirdly, the ſafenefſe of this Place, the 
WRT # our God, God is our Father, and ſuch a Farther as will 
not (hut the devre againſt his children, that in timavof ex- 
tremity fly to him for feearity. So that in comming to this 
place, we Come bs the Lord or Grd, flrong, mereifall, and gra- 
61944, flow to anger, and abundart in goodneſſe and truth, We 
come to the Lord our God, the ſupream Phy/itian of onr a 
who 
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to whom power. belongeth, ard whoſe alore is ſalvation. Who 
world not then run to thu Place, tha Houſe, this Towgr Rojal 
in the time of Warre, Plague, Famine, Sckneſfſes, Diſeaſes, or 
any Calamity, or AMiſery ? O ye Righteous ſouls that thirh, 
Or may thick, by reaſen of the heate of the Plague, orat leaf} 
by reaſon of the heate of the Plague of finne, fly unto this 
Place; Here be the waters of comfort, here are wells enough 
cs be drawne «ﬀ. to coole the heate of a thirfting ſovle ; This 
is the Place which God hath Preclaimed to the World, 7 hav 
if the beavy lager will but -come. he will eaſe them ; if the 
thirſty will but come, he will refreſh them, O ye Righrtcous 
ſouls, who in thetime of Warre, are in continvall feare and 
danger of your boJies impriſcnirg, of your goods plurdcring, 
of your ſons hutchering, of your daughters deflenring, and of 
the pouring forth of your blood like water upon the ground ; 
and not onely the perpetuall enſlaving of you, and your po- 
Kerity, bur that which is work of all, the violating of your 
Cenſcicnces by Oaths and Ingagements, at the will of the 
Cenquerour, fly unts thu Houſe; here be the Armes and Ar- 
mory of the firong men, and when yeu cry, your Enemies 
ſhall tnrne backe. O ye Righteous ſouls, who in the time of 


Famine are ready to dyc fer hurger, having pale and blood- 


leſſe Faces, lanke and leane bodies. hunget-ftarved carkafſes, 
and in this extremity know not what to doe;rnun to this Flare, 
thu Houſe, the Maſter whereof can feed an Elias by Ravens; 
A Daniell in Dungeons ; Avd the Widow and her Son with « 
{ruſe of Oyle that never waſtcth : and here ſhall ye be (ure 
to finde ſarning teod for your ſonles, In a word, In any c«& 
lamity, in all iraights awd mileries whatſoever, fly to thi 
Place, this Hoxſe of the Lord your God And in all kinds 6f 
diftreſſe, ler us appreach this Throre of Graee ; let us enter 
thele Gates and Courts with joy ; Tet our Prayers eome unto 
him in ls holy Temple; and let ws all, like David, be glad 
whew men ſay,Come.let us goe tathe Houſe of the Lord , fof there 
is ſalve for every ſore, there is medicine for every diſe aſe, an 
there is gorafo;t at all aſſlayes, Inthis world we are as, Pil 
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grims, having hete no continuing City; and while we are at 
home in the bo1y, we are abſent from the Lerd ; in which 
Pitgrimage, m4"y are the troubles of the Righteors , and if 
they fly to this ſacred Sanftuary. avd there ery wnto the Lord, 
the Lord delivers them ont of all, And to hearren you here- 
nnio. know for your comforts, That the Lord whom you ſerve, 
18 not like to the Princes and Rulers of the Earth, who de- 
fire not to be molefied with requeſts frem their difirevied 
\ SubjeRs ; but its joy to the Almighty, and he takes plea- 
ſare to heare their ſupplications, ahd is molt glad when they 
aske, or beg of him the beſt things, What a comfort is this 
then to all afiifted ſonls, in the heat and height of their af- 
fliions, and depth of their miſerics, te have a place of refuge, 
and a place of refreſhment, and preſervation to ran unto, and 
there refreſh their wearied members, and (upplicate the God of 
Glory, and the God of all Contolation, 

Bat new, though we have a place of fa'ety to Aly unto in 
the time of trouble and danger; yer a wan may miſtake his 
way thither and then, never a whit the neerer:. And there- 


fore, leaft we ſhon'd erre in our way to this place, the Lord' 


himſelfe hath given ns a conſiant guide, and card of direRi.n 
eo leade ns therennto, even the witnefſe of his holy Word, 
W:irrea, and $ea'ed, that can never dcecive us, but i; as a fiery 
pillarunto us in the darke deſert of this World, to ſhew us 
the way to that Heavenly Canaan ; It & 4 [inthorne to onr 
feet, aud a light to our paths : ler then our loynes be girded, 
and let us b:are in our hands this ſhining light. But yet, 
though we have « place to fly ro in tronble, and likewile, a 
guide to dirett wa the way ; yer a wan (elpeeially in. miſery) 
would not willingly gee to a place, where he hath acicher 
title, nor right, nor intereſt, nor friend, nor acquaintance, 
Where he may expeRt, if nor ſhutting the doore upon him, 
yer, at leaſt, poor entertainment, and miſerable comfortars, 
Now to hearten us avainft theſe feares, the Text tells ns, 
That we are of the [ame Family, er Hnſ71d, for the Maſter, 
or Lord of this honſe; # onr God, ſo that it is, as it were, 
onr own ; for it is uſnall for Children, cr (ervanty, to call 
| 0 their 
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_ their Fathers or Maſters honſe wherein they live, onr Houſe, 


and there we ſhall finde oar b:t{ acquaintance, and our chui- 
ce} friends, even God, our Father ; Chritt, our Brother ; and 
the -holy Ghoſt, our Cemſorter, Bar fill, though we have a 
ſecure place of refuge te fly units «mn danger, and a guide te 
direft wu that we erre not in our wiy, an4 good right and In- 
tereſ® thereuntes, being of the ſame Family, and Friends, 
and acg iaintarce there alſo z yet being infefted with the 
Placue of hane, and laden with iniquicy, we may teare that 
we ſhall not be received; for thole in whoſe foules the P/ague 
of fin doth reigne, kewever they may come inte the leciety of 


the Church, yet cannot be admitted to the Throne of Grace; | 


And thereſore to: the end our fins ſhould neither diſhearten, 
nor hinder ns; know, That che Lord onr God hath givea as 
Chriſt the Righteous, ro cover onr untighteouſneſſa, (o that 
as pure and cleane we might come unto him ; He hath put 
en us the Lerd Jeſus Chrift, that being adorned with his righ- 
reouſnefe and holineſſe, as /arob was with the goodly gars 
ments of his elder Brother Eſ.”, we might with eonfidenee 
berake our (clves fo this 4ſplam, and in the name of Chri, 
might goe to the name of /ohovab,; and in his name, the Sub- 
je hath as much right ce goe, as the Kiag ; the People, as 
the Prieſt ; the Slave, as the Lerd ; the Servant, as the Ma. 
Nier ; and the infeRed, as the ſound ; for Chriſt prayeth with 
us all as our Brether; he prayes for us all as oar High Priefli ; 
and he is prayd unto by us all, as eur Lord ; he a/one 1s 


the Eye wherewich we ſee the Father, the Hand to offer up: 


eur Prayers unto him, the Month co ſpeake unte him ; and 
therefore let us goe unto him, by vertue of this right, that 
he is the Lord our G2d, and we of his Family and Houſhold, 
Bat for all this, chough we have a Houſe to goe unto, and 
wint wot a gride, and be of the ſame Fawily, and ftored with 
Arcquaintance, aud adorxed with eur Elder Brothers Righteonſ- 
neſſe; yet, if we be lame, or have not Feet to earry us thi- 
ther, we are bur like the Creeple at the Poesle, obnoxious £9 
all hindrances, And theref>re, though the Feer of the Fleſh 
be (afficient co carry us to the Church ; yet we muſt __ 
| other 
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- ouher Feet, even” ſpirituall Legs, before we can come te this 


Honle ; namely, the Feet of Faith and Prayer : Faith is the 
firſt Foot ; for of by Faith we ſtand, by Faith we may alſo goe 
to the Lord, who is. fairhtall ; and how conld we goe unto 
him by the Foot of Prayer, if we did not beleeve in kim ? 
For how ſhall they 6.11 on bw, in whom th:y have nor belee- 
ved ? 

The ſecond Foot is Prayer, which is ſo (wiſt a Fcot, as 
chat it diſpatcheth in an inftant all che way betwixe Heaven 
and Earth, avd as a fiery Chariot menvts into the preſeriee 
of be Almighty t@ implore his affiftanee ; and. thengh we 
live here in this valeof miſery, ſo farie eff from eur Fathers 
Hauſe; yer being farniſhed with theſe twe ſpiritua!l Feer, we 
may in a moment alcend up thither, and there recreate our 
wearied (pirits; though we live is (his world, as in a waft de- 
(art, it we be in want of any thing, with rhe'e ſpiritnall Feen 
we may runne to our Fathers Houſe, and there provide ous 
{elives., If the Lord hath eaft ns down upon our bed of fick- 
neſle, that we cannot uſe the Feet of our bodies; yet he hath 

iven ns theſe other Feer of Faith and Projer touſe in fiead 

of them, -Hezekgab being fek of the Plague, could net uſe 
the Fret of hu Body ; bac with the Fees of the Spirit, he went 
unto this place. /ovab was loekt up in Priſon in the belly of 
the Whale, yer by the verine of theſe Feer, out of tbe depth 
he aſ.ended co the holy Temple of /ehovah. Bur norwith- 
ſanding all ths thorgh we know we have a Hyuſe to goo Ne 
t0, and no hinderance in the way, mor difficully in the paſſage, 
jor Wart 4 guide to diretlh ws, and bate good right to the place, 
and frierds and aiquaintance to enter taine #s, and vobes to 
adorne wa, and feet to carry 9 thither , yet if we knew not 
how to behave eur ſelves when we eome there, though we 
come as ſniters, we (ha!l be bur bad {perders, And there- 
fore the next (Þall be, to reach y-@ how to demeanc your ſelves 
in thy Howſe of the Lord yerr God, And for this purpoſe, 1 
ſhall for. your ſakes, endeaycur my (eife ro birds you 311 to 
inch good behaviour in Gees Houle, as beeomes the glory 
of his publich ſervice and preſence; for the godly Chriſtian 
CG 2 cughc 
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ought with a!l care to lay before him the rules that eye him 
to a comely compcſure and carryage in the Houſe of God, 
and to firive to faſhion his natare and praQice ſs, as may 
become the MajcRy of his Publick Worſhip; for there be di- 


vers things which in a ſpeciall manner mnft be lookt rince in 
perſorm.ng thele publick duties: And te this end, I fhall give 
you ſome few Rales, which if you pleaſe to obierve, you (hall 
pet onely be good Switers, but geod- Speeders alſo. 

Firft, All,of all ſorts, muſt come and appear publikely he. 
fore the Lord, to doe him homage and lervice, Vs ana fortior, 
the morc,the better ; not onely the Elders, but alt the [uhabitanti 
of the Land, This you may ſee in Devtoronemy 31.11.,11.17, 
whe.e you fhall find, That all Iſrae| were to come to appenre 
before the Lord their God in the place which he ſhould chuſe, 
wen, women, and children, and the ftranger within their gateg, 
that they might heare, and learne, and feare the Lord their God, 
and h-ep and obſerve the words of his. Law : vone exempred, 
all muſt come. | 

Secondly, We muſt eorre with all poſſible reverenee,and look 
te our feer when weenter into the Houſe of God, and firive to 
ſh*iy b-fore all men eur moſt earcfull reſpef to Goes & his ho!y 
Ordinances ; for God will be ſanttificd by them that coma neey 
him, and he looks for it at our hands, by our reverewt bchaviour, 
to be glorificd before al] the peeple. Fee it yenr ſelves, in the 
tenthof Leviticw, and the third : And Ecelrfiefles the fifth, and 
fiift; and be perſwaded ro ſhew a meſt holy and reverent (care 
of Geds name, and preſence ; So that Prinecly Prophet. / wil 
comme into thine Houſe is the wmultiinde of thy mercies: and i» 
thy feare will I worſhip towards thy holy temple, Pal. 5.7. 

Chird;y. We maſt come with a great drale of Zeale: In all 
publick duties that of David ſhould be true of us, The Zeale 
of Geds Houſe ſhonld eat ww np Pal 69.9. And this fingular 


Zeale wo ſhonld (hew cheſe ſix way: 8 
1. By loving Gods Houſe above all orher places in the world, 
eur heaits (ſhould be fired tn us in that reſpeRt;that we may true- 
Pal16.8 ly ſry with the Palmift, O ow / Lowe thy hoſe) I have leved the 
habiia' ron of thine houſe , and the place where thine honcar dwelleth, 
; 2. By 
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2: By refolately purpoſing to reſort to Gods Houſe with 
joy and g'adneſſe, notwichftanding the ſeornes and eppoſitions 
ot worldly men. O that we were of Davids mind, glad, when 
wen [.in, ( ome, bet ms gee into the Honſe of the Lord,Plal.1 22.1: 

3. By licring up others with a!l importpnity to goe with 
us to Worſhip God in S529m, The weunteine of the Honſe of 
the Lord (hill be prepared in the top of the myuntaines, and 
fhull be exalted above the hilt; and all Nations ſhall flow un- 
to it : (che werd flew, declaring the-zeale of the Ghildren of 
God when they ate called.) And many peeple fhall gore ard 
ſay, Come, let ui goe wp to the monnitaine of the Lord, to the 
Hinſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach w bu wayes, 
and we will waike in his path: ; for the Law fhall pos forth f 
Lion, «nd the Word of the Lord from Jerufalem, Iſay 2. 2. 2. 

4 By making haft te Gods worlhip, going to the Houſe 
cf the Lord with the firft, and w:th wil'ing hearts, with an 
koly thirſ} after the weans, flockirg and flying chither as the 
Cluades, or as fo mary Doves to their Windows, Up, /et 
m goe aud pray before the Lord, and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, 
Zahir. 8. 21, AnJ the Plalmilt, Thy people ſhall come wil. 
lingly at the time of aſſembling thine army in holy beanty ; 
from the wombe of the 107mg, then haft the dew of thy youth, 
P[1l, r10. 2, 

5. By forwardneſſ: and ehrerefulnefſe in contribating co- 
wards the maintenance of Gods Honle and ſervice in th 
means thereof, | 

6. By grieving heartily, becauſe other men negle# and 
eonterne the Houle of God : The Zeale of Gods Children 
ought to be ſueh, when they ſe- his Werd fleighted, as thac 
they ſhould be like David, whoſe Eyes guſbt out with Rivers 
of Water. becauſe men keep not thy Law,Plal. 119. 136. 

Fourch'y, We (hould in all publick Daties, ſerve God with 
040 conſer;t, and one heart ; There fhonld appeare in Co9ds 
ſervants a wandarfull defire of ananimity and concord, that 
when they ſpeake to God. it may be as the voayce of one man ; 
witn the Lord (peaks to them, they ſhenld heare with one 
Eare:Itisa maryellous glory in Religion, when people can come 

to 
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to ehie, tt ſerve the Lord with ene Ahoulder; Let us all call 


it yore with one ſhoulger, ; 
Filly, and laſtly, look apon the fifty ſecond Pſal/we,cighhMl « 


3n4{ ninth verſes; and from thence we may gather three other ll 1 
Pules which in a (peciall manner fitus for a decent behaviour p 
1n GoJs' Hoale, t | | 8; 
1, We ſhould alwayes he as green Olive-trees in the HonſeW t: 
nf the Lord ; But 1 {hill be like 4 green Olive tree in thiÞf it 
Houſe of God : For #swſoever it goe with men inthe world, ll « 
yet when we come before the Lord, our hearts ſhould rejoyce il C 
and revive. an4 our (pirits be treſh and cheerfull,and our afe.i f+ 
Riovns (hon!d be healed of all the cares and diftempers thai 6 
were in them befare. Gods Ordinances ſhould have ſuch ai cc 
power over ns 8: to make a ſuddaine freih ſpring of defiresſW 
and holy thonghts in us; there is (hat power in the Ordinan. iſ (6 
cei9f God to cffeft this, if the fau't be not in us, I meane, Wh: 
wiicn theſe Ordinances are exereiſed in the pewer and life off h. 
them, Let us then rezoyee to have a place amoag the (ervanti 
of God, thar we may grow in the knewledge ot godiineſle, Wh 
and be like greea O'ive-trees in the Houſe of God. op 
2. Wea rauſt truſt in the mercy of God, For / truſted i1lc 
the mercy of God for ever and ever, bringing an heart ready Wre: 
to heleeya every good Word of God; and re olving, that if{Wus 
the Lerd will ſpeak comfertahly to his ſervants, we will no! Why 
diſhonour his cenſolations through carcleſnefle and unb2!lecte, War: 
but receive them with all or hearts, and eſtabliſh our (elves in Wm: 
the ſafe keeping of his pocd werd ; Let us truſt in the mercy Miro 
of Ged for ever and ever, | me 
2. We reuſt reſolve to 'be thankfull, / will a/wayes praytthi 
thee for that thow hafft dove, Let ns be thinkfall with a! W724 
exrnelineſle for all experienees of Gods preſence and good Wv:t 
neſſe rowards us in the means, yowing with Davrd, to prarit Wor 


him for ever for them ; ard if the Lord doe with-hold hi WF + 


power and preſence ſor a time, (6 ay we feele not the «fc Fir 
&tualneile of his Ordiramees, yet we ſhoen'd reſolve, witho!' Wt v 
diftemp?r,to wait vrog the Logd, and obſerve him, accordins Wy 
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to the ſeaſons of his grace, and alyayes prayſe him for that 
he hath done, 

Thus kiving hitherto endevonrel ro rye you all to (ach 
th g00d henavieur in the Haulc of the Lerd. in all your pablic'; 
zer Wl tcrvice and worſhip of Gol, as thall become the glory of his 
ur preſence, wiſhing that theſe my weak and uns%iltull labours 

WM mich. wooe ſome more excellent Wits. and more skiltul, Pens, 
als 10 b:tter this Diſcourſe, ſo needfall to be (onnded in or Ears 
the in theſe unhappy and unmannerly times, wherein ſo many 
14M come lo ſawcily, and irreverently into the prelence of the 
yceſn God of glory, never on:e confidering with [4:9b, How dread- 
fo fu! & thu Place, and that thu 4 no other but the Truſe of 
hat God, 1 hall now likewiſe endeavonr to rye you a'l to th: 
h a  200d-behaviour in your hearing of the Word of God ; for 
reel witich, theſe three direftions will order you aright ; whereof 
an. WM (ome will bind us to the g02d-behaviour hefore we come to 
ne, MW h-are, ſome at the time of hearing, and ſome a'rer we have 
e off 0.19, 
nfl 1. Pefore we come to heare, We muſt bring wich ns two 
fle things, Firſt, A reſolutien to deny oar own wits, reaſons, 

opinions, and conceits, and empty our heads of all perſwa- 
4 in Fon of our own s$kill, to jndze of the things of God. being 
adyWready to beleeve and thick in all things, as GoJ (hall teach _ 
t iff{us out ef his Word ; Fe muſt be fools, thy we may be wiſe, C07. 3. 
no! bumbling our ſelves at his very feet to receive his lay, They ,,,,, .. 
c fe, Ware b::mbled at thy feet to veveive thy words, Secondly, We ;. 336 
s in Wmuſt bring with us a raeek aad quiet (piric, a mind quieted 
ercy Mifrom paſhons and perturbations, and at reft from ths tac. 
moiling cares of this world, The Word is abie to doe g-cat 
rat ehings in vs, if we receive it with mceknelle ; Fhrrefore Liy 
1 al {Mopart al filrhinefſe, and ſuperfiaity of vaughtineſſe, and receive 
00d {With meekeneſſe the ingraficd Word, which is able to ſeve your 
rant Worler, James x. 21, 
d hi 2, Alt the time of heating, two things ate to be ovſerve4. 
effe Fir, We muſt kearken with ut diftrattion, we muſt heare as 
{104 We were for our lives; we muſt incline our Ears, and ſhake off all 
mpediments arifing from our owp drowſineſſe,or vain thou ghrs, 
Or 
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or diſtralting objeXs ; Encline your Eares, 4nd come nnts me:\ 
heare, and your ſoule ſhall live, Vay 53. 3. For indeed, the” 


Preaching of the Word ſaveth the ſcu'e; it is able to make 
the ſcule immertal!, if it be once ingrafted in us. For this 


1 Pct 1, catiſe, the Word is called, /ncorrauptible Seed, that endureth for 


"IT 


ever, becauſe it maketh us incorruptible and happy for ever; 
fr he that hath his ſonle ſaved, liveth for evermore. New would 
you be ſharers in this unſpeakad'e bleſſednefſe ? the Word muſt” 
then be ingraſted in your hearts, this heavenly plane of the" 
Word muft be fer into your underftandings and afﬀfcRions;* 


for when a man hearcth the VVord with underfiandiog, it 
cntrech into the heart, as the impe into the Rocke ; and when 
with love-and affe&tion he imbraceth ir, it is eloſed about, 
that ic may grow and proſper therein ; but this Word cannot 
be ingrafted in our hearts, exeept the heart firſt be cleanſed; 
tin mak be pat ont, that the VVerd may be ingrafted in; the 
filthineſſe of fin, and all the ſpronts ef malice, maſt be put 
away : of harſh, haſty, and churliſh ; we muſt become meek, 


Miet.18 milde, and gentle. The Dilciples muſt 'become like 111tle 
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Children, that is, they muſt put away thoſe evill affefions of 
Envy, Pride, deceit &e, which grow apon them with yeare;; 
otherwiſe, they ſhould but tollow, and heare their M-fler in 
vaine, the VVerd could not be iografted in them to ſave 
their ſoules, You may ſee the Prophet [ſaiah reprovirg the 


1/4.1.16- Jewes, That they eame to holy amties in their fins, $o thut 


firſt of all, there muſt be a' puttivg away the evill of- thei 
doings ; and then, a comming together to heare the Lord 
their comfort. No wife man will ſow his Corne, or plat 
his dclicate Fruit-crees, but will have the bryars and thorne 
firft caken away, and whatſoever filrky Ruffe may hinder the 
profpering of his ſeed, and thriving of his plants » He wil 
nor poure Wine or Milke into filthy Veſſels ; Every m 
eleares his Table books of the eld writing, when he intend 
to put in any new matter, Now the VVord of Ged is ſee: 
the Preacking of it is a Planting, it is VVine and Mil 
and a writing in the table of mens hearts ; all filehinefle 
iy thereſore muſt be removed, this greund tmuſi be wo 
[4 


Pablick Sorrow, 
from. the bryars of Anger, Hatred, &c, that the VVord may 
be Planted in; we muſt, like the Diſciples, and the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, leave off all, that we may attend the VVord of God; 
we muſt put away werldly things, which cauſe pollation in 
the heart ; we muſt be like Zachews, who that he might hrare 
Chriſt to his ſalvatien, put away Extortion, Bribery 


carions Arts ; Or like Sant, who ceaſed from going on in hu 
perſecating courſe, that be might heare Chrift freiking nnto 
him, 
Wl tall; for tis « great deecit, to think cotetaine our fins fill, and 
yet to heare the. Word unte ſalvation : And if fo, then what 


0 i ſhall become of theſe men.that ſet down their reſo/ntion rocon- 
tW tinne in theirfins for a ſeaſon, & are reſolved to trade in Drunk- 
*  ennefſe, Whoredem, Covetoulneſſe, &e > ſurely there can be no 
a; ground in ſuch mens hearcs for che Word of God to grow up 
ne to the ſaving of their ſoules ; the ſeed may happily be ſown 
mi among them, but it cannot poſſibly enter to doe them good. 
ek, Obj. But it may be objelted, That if the Word cannet profit 
he any, but ſuch as pnt away all ſin, it cannot then profit any man 


that heareth, ſeeing ns man can ſo put away hu ſins a4 that bu 
ground may be cleare ft ? 
_ fnſ, The Anſwer is this, That every godly perſon doth 
eleexe the gronnd of his heart from all (in, (e as that he is not 
pleiſed wich any (in, but he hates it, and himſelfe for commitr- 
ting it ; he firives againſt ic, and he is dayly grieved, and 
oures forth his ſupplications for the pardon ot it: You may 
ook for this at your leiſares npon the firſt of Saint Joby, the 
third. and third, and fifth, and eighteenth ; and he that will 
nor Once put his helping hand to the removing of his (ins, that 
he may make repme Gr the Word of God to be grafted in 
him, need never look for any comfortable event of his hear- 
ing: but having thus ſhaken off all impediments,all diftraRing 
byes, and hearkning unto the Word without difturbanee, 
Sring,as ic were, for our lives; thus heare, and yonr ſoules 
hall live,. 
Sceondly, VVe muſt prove 21! things, and keep that whieh 
f1 


19 


Luke !9, 


. aud Op. 8. 


preſſion ; Or like the beleeving Epbefians, who put away their =_ 19. 


ART 9.4 


And thas the Word is able to make car fonles Iramor. 


5o Publick Sorrow, 
is good, we muſt heare with judgement, and hearken for our 
ſelves; its ordinary with moſt mento heare for others, and nor 
for themſelves : bat we muſt have a ſpeciall care to look te 
thac Doftrine which in particular concerns us, to lay that up 
in our hearts, and apply it effetually; and this 1s a rule of 
fingular thrifc in god!inefle ,if we doe marke what fin in us 

\ the Lord reproveth, er what comfort is eſpecially fitted to eur 

l hearts, er what direftion deth chiefly eoncerne us ; and he 

| 


hath an honeſt memory that will be ſure ro keep theſe thingy, 
thongh he forget all the ret; but he hath a wretched memory, 
and heart teo, that forgets theſe things, thongh he could res 
if peat all the Sermon verbatim, 

| 3. After we have heard, two things likewiſe muſt be done; 
| 

| 

| 


Firft, we muſt by Medication labour co make theſe chingswe Ml 
have heard, and which cencerns ns,faft, that they flip net oat | 
of our minds; and we maſt take heed, chat neitljer the Devill 
ſteale away the geod ſeed, nor our own hearts, through neg. M | 
ligence, loſe it, the VVord being ler inte the heart, mult I 
ſetledly continue, and not be braken off by the wild beaſts of | 
vain ſpecches and eogitations, aur blawne our by the gnl1 FW , 
of Rrong winds of Sathans temptations, or of his Inftru. 
ments, that will immediately after we have heard the wori, | 
be offering other objeRs, for our minds to he taken up with- | 
Pſel.1. 2. all. The bleſſed man doth not onely Reade, but Meditates wperifh 
the Word; David hid the word in his heatt, even as he that 
hath bonght a Pearle of incomparable worth hideth it: And 
as the Husbandraan, having caſt his Seed into the gronndil 
harrowes it in; ſo this Heavenly Plant of che werd mult be ,1 
ſet into the nnderftanding and affeftions, ic muſt enter into ,,, 
the heart (as before is (aid) like the Impe into the Stock p, 
and bcing imbraced, and cleſed about with love and affect 
@ns, it then thrives, and grows, and proſpers. David is 
notable example ſor this, how often deth he expreſfle his affe 
Qians to the werd, in his 119. Pſa/me? And Saint Pas 
Rom7.22 profeſicd, the Law to beve been bs delight, as it is indeed 
every blefſed man; fer the hearing of the word is not (uf 
cient ; neither is it ſufheient to keep thoſe things weÞ 
cal 
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heard for an honrey. bur it gught to be our delight, and our 
dayWy worke ; we (heuld alwayes be thinking and rumina- 
ting of what we have heard, till there be a ſure impreffion 
of the word in our hearts. Let then every one of us gage 


| 

; our fenles, and try, and ſce whether we finde our ſelves ro 
be ſuch, as te whom the word is thus powerfull to ſave ony 

; ſaules, that we goe not on upen (alle grounds in our hopes, 

- about this unſpeakable bleſſednefle. 

,  Doth thy heart cleave before the word Preached, through 

's MW. trembling and cerrour, in reſpeR of thy fins, and the fins of - 
bo others? Is it ingrafted in thee? Doth it enter into thy un- 


derftanding? and is it cloſed about with a moſt earneſt leve 
5 WW and affeRion ? Doth it remaine with thee, after the hearing 
'< WW of ic,.by ferious Medication ? and doth it grow ? and is jr 
at WW vigorous in thy life, over-copping all ſuperfluens branches of 
il Gn ? then thou mayelt truely comfort thy ſelfe, it ſhall un- 
$- MW doubredly be thy ſalvation. Bur it thine heart be hardened, 
and net to be moved before the word ; if thy underſtanding 
ol WW be ſe blinded, as thar thoa haſt no apprehenſicn of thar 
1 which is caughe; it 'thy affeRions be ſo benummed, as that 
"U- W thon art withonr all love unto ir; it thou give way to world- 
ly and vaine diſcoarſes, works, or ſports, after theu hafit heard, 


ih-W inſomuch, that all departeth out of thy memory againe ſo 

70" ſoon as thou haft received it ; if all teaching be negleRted, 

ny and thon ſwimmeſt in the ſireame of thine owne corrupti. 
n 


ons ; then look not up to the joyes of Heaven, for no part 
of them belenes nnto thee : for though Food being eaten is 
able to ſave the life ; and Apparel! put on, to keep the bedy 
warme; and a Treaſure poſſeſied, ta enrich a man ; yet herhar 
Feecath not, ſhall be Famiſht with Hunger ; he that goeth 
Naked, ſhall be pinched with Cold; and he that hath wealth, 
and will nor wſe it, is but a poor miſerable man : ſo he that 
waketh no Þetter uſe of the word, which is theonely fatning 
Food of his Soule, his Soule fhall be hunger. flarved, and perifh, 
netwithftancing all his hearing. And this is the caſe of moſt 
men in theſe times, wherein fin, and the negleR of Ocrdi- 
pances, hath gotten ſuch an head, throngh a long continued 

| H 3 cuſtome, 


/ 
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cuftome, that though the heardeft Oke is cloven with wedges] 
and che flintieft Stone madez hollow with continual! dropping of 
water ; yt there is wot one heazt, amonegft many, penetrated 
by the VVord : and if there be any trembling ſomerime, as 
it was with Felix, when Paul Preachca, it is but for the pre- 
ſent, the word is not retained, bove flown from, as it way 
by him ; ſo that there can bz no growth of this Heavenly 
ſackle in thele mens lives; but branches of ſfinne will be fo 
laxuriant, that the word will be farre erer-topt by them, and 
kept perpetually at under. And therefore, whoſoever doth 
dekre the word to be ſaved thereby, let him cremble at it, 
and yet embrace it ; let him prepare his heart better to en. 
rertaine it ; let him ſtirre up che (pirit of his mind to un- 
derſtand it ; let him nor loſe fuch precious (ſeed, for want of 
harrowing in, by due Meditation ; and let him eheriſh ir in 
his inward thonghrs continually, that ic may grow, and 
proſper, and more ſhew it ſelfe in his ſpeeches, ations, and 
compiny, then thoſe bryar-l:ke ſprouts of his owne naturall 
eorraptions. 

Secondly, we muſt ſee to it, that we be doers of the word, 
as well as hearers; we muſi not onely know, bur, obſcrve ard 
doe ; for Knowledee without Praftice, will availe nothing ; 
and ſo much of the truth as is put inte praRtice, is ſure 1or 
eycr, the reſt way be loſt; and it is a (ingular help to a Chri- 
tian, ro ſer zpon his obedience while the DoRtine is yet (reſh 
in his mind ; for delay will compaſſe him about with mary 
difficuiti's, and he will want thoſe inward incitatiens that 
might Rirre up his heart with power and ſtrength co ebey ; 
And that this is the duty of every man, as well te doe, as to 


James 1. heare ; ſee that in Saint James, Now ye beare theſe things, bliſ. 


LE, 


ſed are ye if ye doe them, And Saint Paul (aith, That ev 


Bm. 3.6. 9x ſpall be judged, not by bis hearing, but by hu doing, # 


his works, Then up and be deing, every ene of you, whill 
time and Arength permits; for net encly that Fig-rree whid 
had ne Fruit, was accarſed ; but that Tree likewiſe whie 
brought net forth goed Fruit, was to be hewen downs, aud 


into the Fire, Luke 3.9, And thoſe who have not fed rhe peth 
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and clothedthe naked, $c, will be bidden, Depart ye enrſed in- 
to everlaſting fire, (Mat. 25.4'.) Then what ſhall become of 
4 thaſe ſhadows and Ciphers amoyg Chriftians, whe place their 
Religion onely in hearing ? ſurely they want all ſubltance of 
grace.and bemmg put into the Ballence, as Bel/hazzar was, they 
ſball certainly be found too light, when the rewarding of every 
p one (hall be according to hu works ; then ean they expe no- 
A thing but 17:bulation aud angnrfh, which ſhall be to every ſouls 
d that doth evil, And it isto be feared, if inquifition were made, 
nk WM more then eur common fort might be taxed for this neg'e$ in 
doing, even ſome of thoſe, who pretend a great deale of Zeale 


Y; to the Word, and are frequent and attentive hearers, and will 
\. W ruvnc co Mectings, and make glorions ſhewes of Devotion, 
giving Religion 2 theuſand goed werds; but for this duty of 


doing, procnl abit. they have no heart unto it, Coveronſnefla 
4 8 fill prevailes in them ; and ſome of them, who would be 
id che ght, rare Profefiors, can perhaps ſometimes be content 
11 Wt <rinke 4 dranght of follen Waters, as well as cthers, making 
R:ligion a pretext enely, the more covertly to wallow in the 
mire of their fins; but ſueh Kind of Profeſſors, what Zeale 
ſovever they may ſhew to the world, are but Painted Chriſti. 
ans, bean: iſuli oncly entward; and woe unto them that are 
ſuch, fer votwithftanding all their gliſtering ſhewes, they 
are bnt whited Sepulehers, and comely out. fiaes ; wot like nate 
Chriſts Spouſe, all gloriom within, but full of rattenreſſe. and 
corruption. But as fer you, be you borh hearers, and doers ; 
alter you the courſe of yeur lives, breake off your fins, ſhake 
off the bands of Satban, diſſolve the Cloudes of your iniqui- 
ties, fly wickedmefle, ſhun cviil, doe well, dee $009, and aſpire 
to ſuck perfection in doing the will of your God, as that 
you may nor onely ceaſe from evill, bur fill your lives with 
good workes ; and thus ſhall you be bleſſed. ipſo fatto, in the 
very deed; for he that doth che Word. is bleſſed; he is no lon- 
ger under che Curſe, a Vaſſal! of wrath, and a Child of per» 
ien ; but bleſſcd with Gods favour and love, and in the cer- 
taine way te that unſpeakable happinefſe that (Fall hereaftex 
bg revealed ; Bur he that hearcth che Word, agd ww it nor, 

eceives 
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deceives himfelſe, cheats and ccuens his own ſoule, and iy 
but a forgetfu!l Fooie, a very Childe, and no Man ; he dal. 
lieth wich the Werd, as a Babe with a Looking glaſſe, bcholg, 
ing it not for any end, but to (port it ſelfe therewith, never 
intending any thing abcut the Face to reifhe it, or to (et 
It in order, Saint J-bx doth divide the whole world into two 
ſorts of Perſons ; Qui ex Deco eff nom peccart ; Oui pereat ex 
Diabols eff : The Children of God, and the Children of the 
Devill ; the ene hears Geds Werd, the other heares it not; 
He that is of Go4, heareth Gods Werd ; Te therefore hear 
it not, becanſe ye are not of God : And to be hearers of the 
Word of God, is a great pledge or ceftifieation that we are 
the Children of God ; eſpecially our hearing of Gods word, 
being accompanied with theſe foure concurring Cireumflaa,ſ © 
Ces 


wn» it WWW OPER PEW a 


The firſt is, Audire, to heare the word; Bl:ſſed arerhey tba 
heare the Word of God: this is the firſt ſtep; and he char doth & 
net put a Foot forward to this, he is not to be accounted z ct 
Child of Gre, | Ww 

The (ſceond is, Andire cum frequentia, heare the word fre- th 
quently,and often : The Earth that is extraordinary dry, and n 


ſcorched with heat; the dreps of water which ir receiveth, it 
carneth into Toads, Se he that ſeldeme frequents Sermons, 
it is to be feared, they works litcle good upon him, if nt 
tnrne to bis hurt, For the word of God is the Soules (u- 
ftenance, and being Miniftred ſlowly, it is no marvaile i 
the Soule nor cne!y grow leane, but fall into 8 Conſume 
LIOY, 
g The third is, eA»dire cam attentione, te heare diligently, 
and with attentien, freeing the Sonle frem all werldly ir 
cumb:anees; for as the Eye cannot joyntly, and at ence, be: 
hold both Heaven and Earth ; fo the Seule cannot attentive 
ly at one and the ſame time, behold the rhings of the world 
and of God. If awy Man love the World, the love of the F 
they abideth 191 in him, When a great and prineipall Rivet 
is divided into many rivelets, or little ftreames, ſ@ much the 


lelle water Will every one of them have : The like ſueceec 
e 
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ech wich that Heart, whieh is divided into wany cares and 
delires ; Fooliſh avd noyſ me luſts, drowne men 1m deſtrufti- 
on aud perdition, t Tim. 6.9. And Solomon (aith, When then 
fitteſt with a Prinee, 6bſerve what is before thee : And pnt a 


* Knefe to thy throat, if thow breſk a man given to appetite, Prov, 
wil $3- 1-2 A Chriftian Giting at the Ring of Heavens Table, 
Ps is, the kearing of his Word, chis is that board to which wile- 


he foe inviceth us, where the Bread of wholeſome Doarine 
is ſer þctore us, which firengthneth our hearts; and the wine 
of Grace, which cheereth and comforteth onr Soules ; at 
nel ich Table, whoſoever hall come ro fie, muſt gonſider with 
aitention that which is ſer before him, cxfting ont of his 
4 | inde all ocher worldly things, Thoſe Minifers that were 
' employed for the apprehending of our Saviour Chriſt, find- 
ing him Preaching te the People, they hearkned unto him 
6,8 ich chat earneft and di'igenc attention, that they had quite 
forgot to put in execution, that which was given them in 
4; charge by che Phariſees : And being demanded by them, 
| why did ye not bring him along with you ? they returned 
this Anſwer, Never man ſpake like thi man. The glorious 
Doftor Saint Argaftize, bofore that he bad nnwinded him- 
ſelfe out of the error of the Aſarrchers, he went on purpole 
to heare Saint Ambroſe, hut not with any intention to give 
avy credit to his DoRtine, but oncly ce pleaſe his Eares 
with the Elegancy of his Phraſe ; and being raviſhed with 
the (weernefie of his expreflions, had his Heart taken as well 
as his Eare, his attention ſupplyed the fau't of his intenti- 
01 ; this was that putting of a Kniſe to the throat, The 
Apoſtle Saint Pax goes a little further, and ca!'s Gods word 
not onely (altrum, bat Gladiam, not a Knife, bat a Sword, 
Tate unto thee the Sword of the Spirit, which the Word of 
Ged, that thy Sonle be not diſtraRed with the trenbleſome 
buſinefles of this world, frecing it from all woridly cares and 
moleſtaticns, 

The fonrth is, Audire eu conſervationes, to heare with a 
retention, and to lay up. the Word in our Hearts, to locke 
It up in the cloſet of our Soulcs ; and ſo, Blifſed are wc 
thas 
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that heare the Word of Ged, azid keep it, The Phyſician de. 
ſpaires ef that Patients Stomacke, that cannot keep its meat, 
but chrowes it up, as ſoon as 1t receives it, So he thzt hears 
2 Sermon, ſhovl4 retire himſelſe inte his Chamber, and there 
imprint it in his memory. Many take no pleaſore in Flow- 
ers, or 6are avy further for them, then to look upon them, 
to ſmell at them, and to have them in their Hands while 
they are ſweet and freſh, and lovely, and tLen throw them 
by ; but the Bee drawes from them beth honey and wax : 
$0, many heares Sermons for pleaſure, for delicacy of words, 
for gravity of Sentences, 4nd for gracefnineſſe in the deli. 
very ; bat this is but to make a Noſegay to ſmell at for a 
while, and preſently to caft it away ; bur we muft heare with 
retention; we muſt ſeale it up in the ecffers of our Remem. 
hrance ; For bleſſed are they that heare the Word" of God, and 
eeD 57. . 
; cop now, having learnt how to behave onr ſelves in thi 
Homſe of the Lord our God, ts bes Publick Service and Wor- 
fhrp, and particularly how 19 comport our ſelves in the Hearmy 
of the Word, both to our Comfort, and Profit , We come now 
ro the greateſt, and the moſt excellent ſervice that God re- 
quires of us, and that is Prajer, which is that very Art of 
Arts that adornes a Chriſtian, And David faith, That th 
holineſſe of the Temple, conſiſted in the Prayers, which thu 
had their force there. And here you ſce, That the Aſenb 
gathered into the Honſe of the Lord,(their exerciſe there) is, 


—_ wmw_ a as co __.,._ 


Sighing, Sobbixg, Praying, Crying ; Cry unto the Lord, And 
to this, the Angels whet on oor diligence ; and the Lord him 
ſelfe, by Prayer, permits ns familiarly to poure ont our heart 
before him ; for Prayey is mothing elſe but an epening oE , 
our hearts in the preſence of God, and the beft remedy we 
have to releeve our cares, anguiſhes, miſeries, opprefſion ef 
and troubles, is, to lay them all up in his boſome ; Caſt i R 
barthen apon the Lord, faith David, and he ſhall nouriſh thu r 
And therefore, whenſeever we feele enr ſelves deprived fe 
Gods benefits towards us, whenſoever we finde a want, or rt 
with-holding of Gods wonted favour and mercy froth us, "il ;þ 


real 
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reaſon of onr fins ; whenſ1yever the height of our (inres, 
brings downe the weight of Gods Judgement upon ns, 
whether it be by Plague, Famine, Ware, cr any other ca- 
ſamity, let us run ts thu Houſe, and Importune the God of 
plory, and compaſhon, for this is the enely buſineſle of this 
Faft, and of this Solemne Meeting , which brings us to the 
laft Cireumſtance in the Method, or Order, And cry unto 
the Lord, 

Good cauſe had all this Peeple to figh, and weep, and 
ery centinually, for their Land was rofſcred with a bloed. 
I-fle Famine : And for us of this Land, How hath the Lord 
darkened the Danghter of Zion in his wrath ayd hath caft 
d. wwe the beauty of If acl and remembred not bus foot. foole 
in the day of bu wrath f He hath cur off in his fierce wrath 
all the b-rne of !fracl ; be hath drawne backe his right hard, 
and a Fi e was kindled in Jacob, which d:renred ronnd about . 
he hath bext bu Row lihe an Enemy, buy right hand was 
fretched out 44 an Adverſaty ; He bath deſpiſed in the in- 
dignation of - bu wrath, the King awd the Pri:ff, So that 
well may we take up a2 lamentation, ſuch as was not in 
the dayes of our-Fathers ; for alas, no lamentation can 
proportion our affliion, ſo that a Deluge of Teares, is 
lictle enough for the Occan of our mileries. let then ſor- 
row be our individual! companion, with this we begun, 
with this let us end ; nay, never let us make an end cf 
mourning for the abeminations of this Land ; and let us 
all learne that lafl leſſo6n ©f our Savieur, to weep for our 
ſelves, to weep for our fins. And for this cauſe, I ſhall fill 
leade you on with paces of lamentation to the Houſe of 
wonrning, where we are !s cry u:to the Lord, 

We will Ray no longer te look upon the þ:havionr of 
this People, whoſe teares did not onely runne downe like a 
River Day and Night , but their very Hearts eryed wnto the 
Lord They poured forth their Hearts like Water before the 
face of the Lord , they lifted up their Hands towards bim for 
the lives of their young Children, that fainted for hanger um 
the Corners of al their _— ; the ſervices they brought 

oO unto 


Liwen. 
I . Ec 
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anto the Lord were wat onely Prajers, bat Texres ; they did 
net onely Pray, but Cry, And fincs we have ſo finned, and 
have been ſa puniſhed, doth it not now cangern us ? andis 
it not now high time for as to betake our ſelves unto this 
SanRQtuary of Prayer > nay, what manner of Prayers ſhould 
we now ſend up to Heaven? ſurely nat ſuck, as moſt whar 
we uſe to male, ſuch celd, and frigid enes, a1 if they were 
encly for faſhicn ſake, and as if there were an indife. 
rency in ns, whether or n9 they found acceptatien from 
the Lord ; and Pcople that are in the fiery Furnace of 
atfi&ion, undcr the torrid Zone of Heaucns indignation, 
to be ſo lake-warme; nay, ſo very cold in their Devori- 
ens; what doth this argue, þut eicher deſperation, that their 
praying is t9 no purpoſe ; or elſe mindleſneſſe under the 
heavy hand of God ? whereas there is no better meanes 
for the removing of this Hand, then Prayer : For what fin 
doeth, Prajer undoerh, eſpecially fervent Prajer. There- 
fore the fins of our Nation bring ſo great, and loud, as 
chat the ery of them hath brought downe ſach horrible 
Vengeance upon us; who can tel] whether the ery of hum- 
ble Prayer unto Gnd for mercy, may not yet enter into his 
Fares; For this realon, Le! w cry wrto the Lord, 

And as we inuſt thns imitate their behaviour in miſery ; 
ſs rhe next is, chejr Remedy, which likewiſe mn 4 be ours; 
They caff thirr burthes upoas the Lord, knowing full well, 
that he was able to help them, being the Loid : and 2s wil- 
ling, as abls, becauſe their God. In treating of which, the 
utmeſt of my intent ſhall be, to divide tuch ſhares of (or- 
row amons y<n, as that yeur very (oules may be even cat 
aſunder w thin yeu ; being indeed, your onely remedy in trow. 
ble, and the enely way to appeaſe your angry God, for the 
broken and gontrite heart, he will not diſþ;ſe, And therefore, 
let us figh, and weep, aud cry wnto the Lord, 

As the eauſe of chis Peaples mifery, was Famivxe ; (0 
cheir.caſc, in regard of any Earthly ſugcour thar could bs 
expeRed, was helplrſle, and remedilefle; Fry the Heavens 
were become ai Brafſe, aud the Earth as [ron wnto them, the 


Lord 
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Lord their God, whe comprchends all in his Fift, had with. 
held from them the bottles of Heaven, and {topped the 
{poats of Raine; now being realy to dye with hanger, they 
mingle their Bread with weeping, ſeeking to relieve them- 
ſelves by rears and groan ; eAvd cry unto the Lord. Hence 
the Point is this, 

That god!y ſorrow, and boly afſi.F ion, s the biff remes)y 
in any ſorrow and affiiftion, whather it be from OUen, fr m 
Sathan, or from Ged hbimſelfe - whether vt be in Boay, Eſtate, 
NAame, Mind, or ſonle of a Man , whether it be on parti- 
cular Perſon's, or on our Selves, or on onr Friends, or thoſe 


' that are about is, or ou the- whole Land, 4s on Chnreh, ov 


(ommmn wealth , This is the mot ſoveraigne Remcoy in 
all diltr:ffe, and extremity whatſoever ; this 11ward godly 
griefe, is a ſalve for every ſore, and a playſter for every 
wound : To Weep, and Cry, and ponre our our Hearts 
before GoJ, is the courie that this people here took, and 
that which we muſt take in the like, or any other ealamity : 
and accerdirg to the meaſure of the affliction, and as it is 
more publick, er priva'e, ſo muſt be the meaſure of our 


lamentatien. To this, there is a promiſe made in 1ſaiab, 1/, 


That when our Hands cannot help our ſelves, nor our 
Tengues prevaile with ethers ; yet then we may reiteve 
our ſelves by our Prayers unts God ; fer in that place the 
Lord undertaketh, that Aourners ſball be comforted. 

And there is great cauſe why Ged ſhould 1» drale with 
ſach kind ef Perſons. For firſt, He is fu'l of pity and 
compaſſion ; and therefore the Prophet Je/, bids us, Rent 


+ our Hearts, and wot our Garments * that is, bring inwar 


ſorrow, that may eruſh and breake the Heart, and then 
turne unto the Lerd ; which if we doe, we fha!! be ſure 
of reliefe ; beanſe the Lord # mercifull (faith he) avd onr 
Ged ts ready to forgive, When we (ce our Children weep- 
ing, monrning, and conſeffing their faults, we eaunor but 
have our bowels of compaſſion earning towards them ; what 
hall we then thinke ef God ? He 1s our Father, we are his 
Children, and be is farre more mercifp)} th:n we can be, 
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for he hath no ether bowels, then the bowels of eotypaſſi* 
on ; and therefo;ie whem we Mourne in an holy manner» 
certainly he will ariſe, and have mercy vpon ns ; he ean- 
not ſlay, when he ſees our Eyes full of Teares, and one 
Hearts full of ſerrow, for the ſighs and groancs of his people 
will rot let him haye reft in Heaven. 

Seeond!y, This gedly mourning muſt needs be a (peeiall 
remedy in a'] manner of affliftiens, becanſe it makes our 
Prayers very foreible ; it ſets an edge upon our Peciciens, 
and makes us pray heartily, fervently, and firong'ly When 
jacob weps in» hu Prayer, it was ſe cffeftnall, thar he pre. 
vay'ed, When Gods people joyned together co poure forth 
buekets full of Teares drawne from the bottome of their 
Heatts before the Lord, they were marvellonſly helped; for 
the great meaſnre of their Teares, made their ſapplicacion 
more fervent, And rherefere when our Savionr was about 
the prineipa!l point of his Mediaterſhip. then did he gather 
Arcngeth unte himſelfe by this means, Hs did offer up Pray- 
ers wits ſtrong erging and tears nts him that was able to ſaves 
him from death, Aeb. 5. 7. 

Thirdly, This gedly ſorrow muſt needs be very cffcAtu. 
all, becauſe it is exceeding forcible againfi fin ; for when 
ſorrew comes inte the Heart, fin goes ont, it will nor ledge 
there, unlefle it be cockered, and much made of When 
every cne laments his iniquity, and mourns over Chriſt Je» 
ſas, wh>»m hy his fhnnes he hath pierced, then thee is a 
Forntaine opened to waſh us all frem onr (ins, that bave 
made a wicked ſeparation berwixe ns and eur God. And 
ſeeing then that this godly ſorrew is a means to make God- 
pitty ns and to make us eall earnefily upon him. and ro 
expell fin, which might hinder us from prevayling with him, 
it maſt needs foll-w Thatef all remedics in time of diftreſſe, 
this 1s the heft and ſureR, 

Sinee ſorrow is onr ene'y (afery, and the beſt and ſureft 
remedy in diftrefle ; Let ns @ little refle&t vpen our ſelyes 
and miſeries ard apply this ſoveraigne Balme ro all on! 


wounds, There are many aifliftions ab:oad at Sea, "oy 
taken 


Pullick Sorrow. 


tikefd, Merchants ſpoyled, geods ſeized, Matriners immpri- 
ſoned ; many at home, in onr Tewnes, nay, in our owne 
Families, as loſſes, erofles, Hcknefſes, diſcaſes, parting with 
friends, diſeontents ; nay, there are many things amifle in 
our ewne Hearts, and here is medicine for every one of 
our maladies, Let us then get ie, and uſe it, and all argu- 
ments and helps rhat may contſnne and inereale it, Thus 
the Nenevites, when Jonah threatned diftruftion againſt 
their City within forty dayer ; they hambled, and abaſed 
themfelves and fell ro monrning, and naſcd Fafting to help 
ic forward; and te farther chem to this remorſe and gricte 
for their great and hainous tran{grefions: they had grieved 
the Lord by their iniquities, and therefore new they would 
gri-ve themſelves with centricion for them, and neg!eR ne 


means tO further them in the worke of humiliation ; They jon-b 3. 
Proclaime 4 Faſt, they pot on Sackcleth from the greateſs to 5,673 


the leaf ; they neither eat nor dvinke ; they cry mightily wnto 
Gol, an! every man turne! from hu evil way and from the 
wick-ducſſe that & tm their bands: And when Cod ſaw that they - 
turned from their evi wayes, then God repented of the evil 
that be (a'd he world doo wnto them, avd he did # not, And 
fince we of this Nation have ſeen and felt a'flifion, and 
juſt'y may fezre danger fo be neer us till ; lect ny herake 
onr (elves ro this monrning - if we refuſe to dee it, and 
ſhall eontinne © be hard-hearted ; ſuppoſe the devouring, 
blond-lettirg Sword ſhould come againe into onr Land ; 
ſvppnie the Plague like a loaden ſpunge ſhoald eome fly. 
irg tOroangh nor Townes and Countries, iprinkling noyſon 
whereſoever ſhe comes ; ſuppoſe pale, meager Famine thou'd 
em?, which is the very Engine of deftri&tion, and hrings 
terrour to mMortalls, death to all thinzs + Are not we likely 
to te taken avay With any of theſe, and to have, ror our 
bodies onely, bat onr ſoules in danger allo, and that, of 
Gods wrath and everlaſting difpleaſure ? Lee us therefore 
ſeek to have onr hearts mollified by this excelient meanes, 
and t-r this end the hetrer to move ue; ler us conhder of 
the bleſſings which God hath been pleaſed plentifully ro 
poure 


Nezem. 9. 
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Ppoure downe upen this pceple, as they did in the day of 


their humiliation, of wiom Nehemiah makes mention. Let 
ns likewile ſeriouſly recount how many mereies We have 
enjoyed, and how much they have been abuſed ; how many 
a/{liftions we have felt, and how little we have been bet. 
terd ; hew many deliverances we have had, and yet how 
carclefle, nay, how rebellious we have been, notwithſtanding 
them all, Let us weiga with eur (elves, what burt our 
fins have done unto us; how wany geod things they have 
tucacd frem ws, and kow many evills they have pul/ 
upon us ; and above all, let ns remeraber what a huge 
weight, and multicnde of miſcries, they have brought up- 
OB our Saviour ; namely, debaſement, and humiliation, ex- 
chanye of the greateſt glory, tor the greateſt infamy, ſor. 
rows and fufferings, affaults and temptations, the heayy 
bucthen of our euiltinefſe, and the grievous puniſhment 
dae for our deſerts, the rage and violence of molt walici- 
ous men, and the wrath and diſpleaſure of the moſt righte- 
ous God, torments of Body and terrours of (ule, and death 
it ſclfe, a painefull death, a fhametu!l death, and a curſed 
death. And beeauſe commonly ſad ſpectacles call ſortow 
before it ceme ; let ns leok back againe upon that ſevere 
whip of Gods Juſtice, the late Seourge of theſe three 
Lands ; and imagine yeu ſce yeur Children flaine before 
your Eyes, ones Head off, anothers Arme, a third crying 
nnto you, ard the little one hanging upon you, and then 
ce!l me, if it be not hgh time to weep and meurne with 
them of Ziglag, whole foules were grieved, and they wept, 
r4ll they could weep no more, every man for bu Sons, and 
for hu Da'ghters, 1 Saw, 50.4.6. But eſpecially to lament 
tor our fins cf ail things elle moft hurtfull ro man, un- 
dermining our ſoules, and drawing defiru@ion after them, 
pnſheathing Codes Sword, and violently foreing tim co kis 
Armory, 10 put 0» the Garments of Vengeance, as Iſaidl 
ſpeakerth, 
ri-d downe Gods Judgements upon ns, and have cryed ts 
God for vengeance ; ſo na w, let cur miſcries ery ynts _ 

ot 


And as thus the Caitropes of our fins have bur- 


Publick Sorrow; 
ſor mercy ; and let us implore GoJs graeions power, and 


that with an howling lamentation, to tay his farther threat- 
ned (and juſtly merited) puniſhments, trem any more dil. 


© playing horreur chroughour our Nation : And for this pur» 
: the Lord our God : And the more lorrow, the b:tter for us, 


for ſuch moyfture will diſſolve the elouds of our iniqui- 
3 tics: and the more ſhowers of oriefe fall from our Eyes and 
Hearts, the cleerer and fairer will the wayes of our Hearts 


'©C We for the feetof the Lord to walke in. Let ns then follow 
: the Apoſtles evnncell, Suffer affliftion, ſorrow, aud weep : Jami +9 


And if any thing keep us from this mourning, away With 
PF Wit; let enr langhter be turned into mourning, and our 
joy inte heavineſſe ; for we eannot cat downe our ſelves 
lo low, but Ged will raiſe ns vp againe. Seeing then ſor- 
roy is the onely Antidere and Soveraigne Remedy tor all 
6ar poy ſoneus Diſeaſes; let there be weeping, and crying 
in e-ery Towne, in every Street, in every Houle, in every 
© Chamber, (ry mute the Lord. 
OhHj, Bat perhaps ſome will ſay, ls Godly griefe 4 Salve 
for all So'es a Remedy for ad Diſcaſes : Swppoſe Warre, as 


"N Wlate!y it did, ſhould —_ thunder in thu Land ? Surely, to 
0 weep, and l:mnt tm the 11s of Warre, 1s no figne of Man. 
CG Bbrod ; it rather argues that Men are faint=hearted, want conr 


rage and fortitude ; ſ» that thu wringing ard wayling, u al- 
0s Wegether wbeſreming the perſon of a Mar of YValour : let wn 

therefore truſt in God, ani be flont, and of 4 good conrage, 
ith and never mourne for the matter ! 


v eAnſ. Do h it argue want of Cnuravce, te lament for 
en" Winne ? It r:ther argues want of Faith, not to lament for 
el Wknne. Whit doe you thinke of J<c0b, was he a Ceward ? 
oP” you cannor lay ſo of him ; for the holy Gheſt gives hing 
*0 Bkis commendation, 7het he hed ffrength and courage wot 
_— ne'y to prevayle agar ff men, but with the Angel of the Ca- 
4" Wrenarr. (Gen 32. 28.) And his confl & was, he Wepr, and 
p Preyed, So that that which we thinke weaknelle, the Scri- 


ture calls firength ; For by hu ſtrength he had power with 
God, 
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' .O Death where # thy ftivg? (1 Cor: 15, 55.) their he 
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God, (Hoſea 12, 2. 4 ) What doe you thinke of David, 
was he a Coward ? there is none, 1 thinke, 'will fo diſ- 
grace that wonhy and renowned Captaine of the Lecd of 
tofts: And yet he himſelfe in his P/alwers, ofrem make 
mention of his Teages, and (ayes, That be watered hu couch 
with his teares : aind that bus Eyes did guſh our with River 
of teares, What will ye ſay to all Gods People, of whom 
it is (ai4, That they (bould mourne 4s they did for Jaka!, in 
the Valley of Hadadrimmon ? and as one mourneth for hiy 
Firit- borne, the enely Heyre and hope of the Family, Wil 
you condemne all Gods people fora generation of Cowardi} 
nay, this is ſo facre from bewraying any want ef Courage, 
that we may boldly ſay, That when men are fulleſt of ſuch 
Teares, then are th:y fulleſt of Ferticude, What hall we 
thinke of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, bad he no Heart? was he 
deltitate of Courage ? that could not poffibly be : And yet 
when he was to exerciſe the fvinefle of his Power, to us- 
dectake ſuch a worke, as no creature durft attempt ; when 
he was to offer up himſelfe to his Father, as a Sacrif 
for the fins of the World; when he was to eneonnter the 
Lords wrath, and his juftice ; the Devill, Death, Hell, an 
Damnation, and all the Powers of Darkenefle, that fam 
time, he Wept, aud that abundantly: And I hope none wi 
ſay, that then eur Saviours firength fayled him, necwit! 
Randing his bitter Tears and Cryes. Surely theſe that & 
not weep when there is eauſe, they are without Heart, 

utterly voyd of tine Valour, and ſabjet to ma: vellous fear 
and violent diltempers, which ariſe from a baſe mind. Fc 
what is- the reaſon they are (© afraid of Death > but be 
eaule they have nat moarned tor their finncs, and ſo 
moved the fiing of Death, which it they had dcne, the 
would then triumph over Death ; and ſay with Saint Pa 


would then land faft, as the ſtrong mountains, and not 
afraid of any evi'l tidings, No wos of the Peſftilence t 
waelketh in the darky ;, nor of the Plague that deffrozeib i 
,n00-day, Plal.gieG, : 


Agai 


Publick Sorrow; 


Againe, Since fcrrow_ is our onely ſafety, This makes 
excecdivgly for the comfort of thoſe that are Mourners 
in Son ; they are in favoar with God, and out of the 
reach of all danger; ſo that nething can befall them tor 
hurt, Bleſſed are they that wonrne, ſaith Chriſt, for they ſbal 
be comforted, Matth. 5. 4. More happy is the poer man 
that weeps for his finns, then the greateft Potentate thar 
rejoyceth in abundance. 

Andihough we have cauſe enough of ſorrow, if we ſhould 
fay to looke into the Calendar of theſe dayes, and (ce 
and find the (innes of this Land to be aſpiring finnes ; te 
fee Drinking, Cheating, Whoring, Swearing, as common 
as Breathing ; which though they may be wipeked at by 
the Eyes of Men ; yet are they crying in the Fares of 
God. But to paſſe by theſe, and likewiſe Covetouineſle, 
Oppreſſion, whoſe Houſes filled by cruelty and deeeit, Ex- 
tortion of the Rich, Wantonneſle of ſome, and Prophanefle 
of all, enovgh to fit every Pious ſonle in Mourning, for 
the milerics of Evgland : And to leok onely upon the woes 
fall divifons amongſt us tovehing matcers of Religion, nec 
medling at all with that remnant of Baal, I meane, eur Pa- 
piſts ; though, me tchipks, ics ſtrange, that after ſo loag 
Preaching of the Goſpel, there ſhould be Rill (ach an in. 
undation of Popery ; nor wich our hellew. hearted bypo- 
erites ; nor with the Atheifts of our times, who neither 
ſeek the Lord, nor enquire after him. Let as onely look 
upon our new Apoſtates, and ſce what numberiefle num. 
bers are carricd away from true Religion to Fancies: yer I 
reckon thetfe Separiſts to be ours, however they may be 
forewhat Sun-burnt, Tand, and Tackt with private Opini- 
ons, (thongh 1 hope the cloth is ſound, they yer hold (aft 
the Foundation; ) but rumne throngh the Streets of every 
Towne, and you hall ſcarce meet with two of one Opi- 


tion, and yet all would be thought Religions, and admi- 


"ed for Holinefſe ; by which meanes, the ſeawelefle Coar 
g *f Chriſt is miſerably rent and torne, and too many (God 


grant they prove not irreparable) divifions are in this poor 
K Rowben, 
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of my Praple : 


"Pablick Sorros! 
Rewbev, O how ſhould chenghts of theſe things pea che 
very flaces of ſorrow, and canſe Tearcs to trickle downe 
all cheekes, that the Children ſhonld rake delight in the 
Mothers ruine, and Rayes of the: glorious Goſpel fhould 
ſuff:r ſuch diſmall Eclipſes by the firarge and unheard of 
inrcrpoſitions of thoſe that wou'ld be deemed the onely Pro- 
feflonrs and lovers of it : For farely there ean be no greater 
exuſe of lamentaticn. then the mi'eries and calamities of 
Gods poor diftrefſed Church and People, Hence the Point 
ſhall! be chis, 

That the greatelt affiiftion that fhewld tonch the Hears of 
G41 People, ſhould be the affiiflion of hu Church and Pee- 
ple; this of all others goes neereft the Hearts of the Saints, 
For this, fee /eremries Lamentation, for the judgerhents of 
God on his Church, and on /eruſalem his owne City, and 
for the miſery and calamity that lay upon the whole Srate; 
ſee them thus bewayling their heavy caſe; fine Fye caft- 
«th ont Rivers of Watgr, for the deftruttion of the Daughter 
Adine Eye droppeth without fag and Seaſerh 
,.60t'; Mine Eje breaherh my Mears, becanſe of alt the Dangh- 
ters of wy City. For when Gods Inheritance was (poyled, 
ſome put to the Sword. ethers led Captive, the Temple vl 
God rized, and the exerciſes of Reli; ion aboliſhed ; hi! 
was it that wrought upon Jeremreh, and made him eo grieve, 
and hrexke forth into theſe wiſhes, O rhet my Head win 
full of Water, and mine Eyes @ Fountarne of Teares, that! 
might weep D iy and Night, for the Slame of the D angh. 
ter of my People, (lerem.g. r.) as if he could nt have hi 
fill, ror weep enonph for the defolztions of Zion. and thi 
miſerable overthrow thereof, which he fore-faw, And thi 
was it that went neer the Heart of good Nehemiah, who 


* being in great proſperity, Cur-bearer ro the mieHfieft Mo: 


nareh in the World, and in ſpeciall favour with him ; yet 
for the «ffiiFrow'end veproach wherein the Church of God 
was, h- coneciyed (ſuch (inward ſorrow, That be was ſal 

the 'Ki gr prefſerce, which was a thing. that he mnt. af 


would have forborne, if poſſibly he'could, Moſes goes a 
is l e 
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ther, He doth nor onely Montne,> but'isicontent to lay 
downe his proſperity, and to expoſe his Eſtate to x mani- 
feſt overthrow. ſ@ thac he might help forward the delive- 


pance of the affiiied Iſraclites, avd. ſave them from the hands if 1. 
of rhe:r Opprefſowrs : For he knew-he could not be in fa- *: Of 


your With Pharaoh, if he ſhou'd ' joyne with them, 'whom 
he lo ciacily handled ; Bas be elſe rather to (»ffer «ffi;Aon 
with the People of God, then to be caled the Sonue of Pha- 
tavhs Dazghter. Efther (cems to gone ſomewhat beyord 
him, ſor the reſolves with her ſcife (for the cauſe of the 
Jewes, who were all appointed-to Nlaughter) to adventure 
her life in going to'the King in their behalſe ; / w:#! goe, 
faith ſhe, rbough it be contrary to the Law, and if I periſh, 
1 periſh, Efiher 4.16, and. Cod bleed her boldnefſe with 
an havpy ſucccfle ; ſhe ſaw the deliverance of her Pcople, 
a1d the cepfuſion ef her Encmies. 'Bur' our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt goes beyond them all, for when he was in ſupreame 
excellency, he was ſo aftcAcd with the woctul! caſe of his 
Ele&, inte which they had brought themielves by their 
owne rebellions againſt him ; that he humbled hiroſeclfe, 


and tooks on bim the forme of a Servant, ard ſabmitred Pb!. x 
bimſelte. tes many forrowes, diſgraces, and ſuffte:ings 3; not 6+ 7: 


enely while he lived, but principally at his Death, that ſo 
he might deliver his People from the wrath co come, and 
Gom Eternall Death, which they bad deſerved and muſt have 
herwiſe endurcd : But for proofe, exongh ; if you will 
bave Reaſons, take thele three, 

Firſt, There is great Reaſon why the «ffi: t;on of the 
Church, aud Feep'r of God. fhould fo affeft us; In regard 
of the Communien that is betw:xt Gced and them : For 
they are called the Lords Flocke, his chicfe Treaſure un- 
der Heaven, his Firſt-borne, yea, the very Apple of his 
Eye ; and th:reſore being ſo deare unto the Lord, they 
ſhould be deare unte vs; and we ſhould have a tender care 
over them, and mourne in our hearts for any evil! that be. 
falls them, as Jerewy did, That the Lords Flocks ſhould gos 
ins Captivity, : 


K 2 $ec9ndly, 
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$ceondly, There' is great Reaſon why the afi:Rlics of the 
Charch ſhonld ſo affeft wn, In regard of the Communion 
that is betwixt them and us; for we are their members, 
and neerer then bodily members : And ſarely we ſhould 
have greuier care of the-whole Church, then of our (elves, 
beeaul(e 'it more concerves Gods glory ; and yet in caring 
ſor them, we care for our ſelves too, and in labouring tg 
prevent their aiflitions, we prevent our owBe, and in 
weeping for others mileties, we get Armonr of proofe thar 
will keep cff miſery from cur ſelves, And that there is 
no danger in thus. doing for the ſervants of God, may 
appeare in Exodw ; ene would have thonghe that there 
had been ſome great miſchiefe toward Afoſes and Aaron, 
when they muſt tetch out of Egyps ſuch a People, from 
ſuch a King, not onely by Petitien, but by command. and 
threatning, /f he would not ler thew gore ; One would have 
imagined that Phareh, a proud man, wenld never have cn- 
dured this at their hands ; and yer, if ye will trace them, 
though you may find thee in perill, yet you ſhall find thery 
of all others the meſt ſafe. | 

:Thirdly, There is great Reaſon, why the affiAion of the 
Charch ſhould ſo «ffet ws, and muſt needs ſo worke upos 
our Hearts, becanſe of che inſultatiens and triumphs of 
the wicked again thern, when chey cry ont, Where & 
wow their God ? And this was it which Aoſes did urge t6 
move Ged to ſpare his People, when he threatned to des 


Uxod. 32, firOy them for their Idolatry, He irtreats God to remembey 


Il |, 


hu great name, avd to ſpare them, leaſt the Egyptians frould 
ſay That he had broaght them out waliciouſly ro fliy thew 
in the Monntaines, and to corſume them from the Earth, or 
that he was not able to bring them into the Lavd of Ca- 
naan. This is it that goes te the Heart of the Faichſnll, 
when they heare prophane Perſons reviling the Hit of 
the Living God : © theſe fre they (tay they) that Rand 
ſo much for the exerciſes of Religion; and for comelineſle 
of Order in the Church, doe we not ſee that their exer* 


diſes-of Religion are aboliſby ? god chat they cheapſelver, £Jv 4 


ſo 
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fome cur of by the Sword, ſome Briled, and che weft 
of them pn pinebed with poverty and neceffity > 
Theſe, and the like deſpighrfull and” hitter ſpeeches, doe 
wound the very Hearts of ſuck az love Geds glory, and 
defire the proſperity of his Saints, and ſo ceuſe them muck 
to bewayle the tribulation of the Church, | 
Seeing that the greateft Aﬀiftions which ſhould torch 
the Hearts of Gods People, & the affiifhion of the Church. 
Firſt, Then all earclefle Perſons are ro be reproved, who, 
ſo it goe well with thernſelves, regard not the Church at 
all, lex it Gnke or ſwim, all is one to them, ſo they way 
be free from danger, and fir quiet in their owne Houſes, 
whacſeever becomes of others, they regard POt ; They 
Dronks Wire in Bowls ; but no Man is forry for the affiie 
Fong of Jeleph. (Ames 6.6.) This was a great fault in 
the late times of eur wnhappy Warres, when the Sword 
devoured, and many Chriſtians were taken away, and (mit- 
tcn downe on every fide ; yet the woſt of us did Ear, 
and Drink, and were Merry, as if all thivgs then wear well 
with us : The fault is lictle amended im theſe dayes ; for 
though we know that many of our Brethren are in Exile, 
ſane Impriſencd, others in Diſgrace, mary in Pevury arid 
Want, and perhaps men of farre beter Parts chen cur” 
ſelves ; yet if we ean but fſatiate eur (elves nnder ons 
owae Vince and Figetrees, it matters mer what becomes of 
ethers, never once troubled at other Mcns miſeries ; but 
this argues Rrange infidelity, and is ſuch & finne, as the 
Lord will purſue even unto Death, if ir be not reformed, 
See che threatning of the Prophet [ſaiah, In that day, 
(faiih he) did the Lord God of Hoſts call nnto weeping, 
and « Morning," to Ba'dn:fſe. and girding with Sackelerh, 


But behold, loy and Gladneſſe, ſlaying Oxon, and killing 


Sheep, Eating Pleſh, and Drinking Wine , Eatirg and Drink- 
ng, for to worrow we ſb:ll dje, And it was declared in the 
Bares of the Lord of Hoſts. (hut what followes thereup- 
dn?) ſurely chis iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till 


$9 410, ſaith the Lord of Nefts, Wa.n2.12, 13,14, We had 


#4T} 


nced 


heed ihca redicfle ſuch chings as aic ſo dangerous to ther 


waovle Land, 
Second:y, There is a greater fanlte then this ; For many 


dye not onely walke ſceurely in the afflition of theg 
Brethren, but defire the continuance and iacreale of it, 


in hope that they ſhall enlarge their Poſicfhons, and better 


their ERates by other mens karmes ; but ſurely thſe who 
have but a glimpſe of Chiiftianity in them, would rather 
wiſh the weil-!aie of others, then delire and thi to live 


epon their ſpoyles. 7 
Thirdly, There are a ſort which are worſe then theſe, 


' who cume juilly under this reproofe ; and ſach are they 


as loag for Aires, and murtinics, and inſurreQtions ; ef this 
Cort are they,who ander any Government of Church or State, 
Cry, Down: with Magiltrates, and dewne with Preachers. 
Ot this ſort likewiſe are thoſe who ery ou: of too much 
P.ency, as a op to their greedy defire of Gaine ; and of 
this fort alſo are they that rurmer and repine at the 
Kich, and multiply ſpeeehes of dilcontentment, becauſe 
Wealth (ſay they) is anequally ſhilted, and therefore des 
fire that Tumulis way ariſe, that they may get proviſiog 
from ſuck as fall ipto their Hands ; bat theſe have bloody 
Hearts, 

Fourthly, There are yer worle then theſe, who doe not 
vacly wiſh for ſuch troubles on Church and Common. 
wealth betor: they-come.; but rejoyce at them when they 
ate come :; and when cthers Eycs are full of Tears, their 
Mouthes are full of Laughter. As Jeremy chargeth the 
Iloabutes, He magnified himſelfe againff the Lord 1 Moab 

oM waltow 1m bu vomit, and be alſo ſhall be in deriflon, For 
diddeff mot thou deride , Ifracl, as though be had been fonnd 
among thieves ? for when thou Prokbef of bim, then ail 
mooved This was there manner of dealing, and this is the 
property of al) ſuch wicked Aoab:rtes, they cannet ſpeake 
Of the calamities of the Fairhſu)l, but they are wonderfull 
affcted with joy ; theſe have cruc!l kearts, and ſhall be me 
Wichall as 01o86 was, | 


Fiichly, | | 
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F:ifchly, There ate a ſort that zre Ril! worſe then theſe, 
who not onely rejoyee at the troubles, but at the fins of 
thoſe chat are religionfly affeted; and if they flip, through 
inficmity, and fall into any fin, they are as glad, a; if they 
had go'ten a Kingdeme, and came home in triumph, 

Laftly, There is a frxch ſort chat are worſe then all theſe, 
#ne higher degree then any | named yer; which is, When 
men are [0 'arre frem grieving, that it gocs ill with Godg 
ſervants, thar if they be ſomewhat amiſſe, chey w:|l make 
them worſe, and help ferward their miſery ; and for this 
end, incenſe and miſ-informe ſach apaintt chem, as they 
know will infli& puniſhments wpon them ; and all chele 
ſererall ſorts have of late been, and Rfiill are, Thornes in 
oar Eyes, and Prieks in onr fides, billowes amd brands of 
Sedition ; and few there are bar have ſhared in ſome of 
theſe common ealamities, O char all theſe ſeverall forty 
and companies, were be:ome ſtrangers to our Land; bur 
] paſſe th:m, as feilewes noe worth any longer (alnting, 

The ſecond is at Uſe of Comfort ; For if the affliftions 
of the Church, of all other affii Trens, oe weereſ® the Hearts 
of Gods Chi/dren ; Then ſurely this is for great comfore 
nnte them that earn mourne for the Calamities of che 
Charch ; For this is a motable teſtimony, that they are feel- 
in2 members, and have in them the life of Chrifſtian'ty, 
when others trenbles are theirs, others lofſzs theirs, others 
repreaehes theirs, others ſufferings theirs, and when any 
diftreſſes, and fraity of others. are made theirs. And thy 
char chus lamert for $50», (hall be comforted with Sin; 
God hatch promiſed them finoular conſolation, it is their 
Portion. and they may eonfidently exprdt ir. .. 

Bur it may be demanded, /f Sorrow be ory onely ſafes 
ty, and beft Remedy in miſery and trouble; Hrw long miſt 
we! continue 0u7r bumiliution, owr ſorrow, our mourning, onv 
erjing # 

The Anſwer ſhall be this, Never ecaſe monrning, till 
God: ceaſe" affliting ; never make an end of erying, till 


|| God wake an end of. puniſhing ; never ceaſe Humitiatie 


Ou, 
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en, till Cod give CorſolJation \ Vheh the Lord mini. 
firech unto us occakon of Griefe, Jet ns never ceaſe wn. 
eill he againe revive our Hearts; we muft not bcgin in 
the Spirit, and end in the Fleſh ; bur having a geod en. 
trance, we muſt goec en with our worke, and bring it to 
perfeftion ; and if Ged give us an heart to monroe, (er 
to it, and never give over, till he ſet us free, Hence the 
Point ſhall he this. 

That we fhonld never make an end of Mourning and Weep 
ing, til God make an ond of affilling and ſcourging. For 
this, Looke upon l[eremy, and ice him never making an 
end of Weeping 3 Afize Ee (iaith he) drepperh wahow 
ſtay, and ceaſeth not, till the Lord locke dewne and behil{ 


from Heaven, Mine Eye breaketh my heart, Lam. 3. 49 &e, 


And fo he exherteth th: People ; Let reares runne down 
likes a River Day and Night, take thee no reft., neithey In 
che Apple of thine Eje ceaſe. Ariſe, Cry in the Night, in 
the beginning of the Watches, ponre ont thine Hears liks 
Water before the Face of the Lord, Lam, 2.18. 19, Burt for 
Proofe, enongh. 

If yen will have Examples for this continned forrew and 
mourning, Then firft take theirs who are mentioned in 
Nehemiah, Who Wept at the Hearing of the Law, toll they 
were bid 10 rvejoyce. It was a notable commendation ef that 
People, that they would not leave off, till they had wat- 
rant to leave off, The next ſh:ill be Afordecai, who when 
Queene Eſher ſent him Garments to Clethe him, and 
would have his Sackeloth to be taken from him, he would 
wot reecive them, ut buw:bled bimiclie ſo long, till be was 
aſſured of deliverance, The third ſhall be lacob, Who wonld 


. never let goe bis hold, but fii wraſtied with the Angel, and 


continued weeping and praying, till be obtained a bleſſing. Tha 


+ lafi fha)l be the Werran of Canaan, who ſlack /o cleſe to but 


buſin:fſe ard was ſo importuvote with ( brift for ber Danghter, 
ard wonld never deſiſt, wor let her Suit fall, till ſuc had prevailed 
with our Saviour, | might produce yon a elendof witneſſes; 


but theſe ihall ſerve, 
And 


\ihe Corners of ab their _—_ ; the ſervicer they brought 
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reaſon of or fins ; whenſvever the height of our finnes, 
brings dewne the weight of Geds Judgement npen us, 

Ca it be by Plague, Famine, Warre, or any other ca- 
{amity, let ms run ts che Houſe, and importune the God of 


wie 


glory, and compaſſion, for this is che @nely buſineſle of this 
Faft, and of this Solenene Meeting ; which brings us to the 
laft Cireumfiance in the Mcthod, or Order, And ory wate 
the Lord, 

Go6d cauſe had all this Peeple to figh, and weep, and 
ery centinually, for their Land was raffſered with a blood- 


1-fle Famine : And for us of this Land, Flow hath the Lord 140% 
i darkencd the Danghter of Ziox in ha wrath. and hath caft *'©* 


d-wns the beauty of Iſracl, and remembred: not bus foot-floole 


is the day of bu wrath f He bath cut off in his fierce wrath | 


all the hornc of Ifracl ; be hath drawnre backe bu right hand, 
and a Fire was hindled in Jacob, which derrenred ronud about . 
he hath” bext bu Bow like an Enemy, bu right hand was 
ftretched ont as an Adverſary ; He hath defpiſed in the in- 
dignation of hu wrath, the King and the Pricff, So that 
well may we take up a lamentation, ſuch as was net in 
the dayes of our Fathers ; for alas, no Jamentation can 
proportion our aſflifion, ſe that a Deluge of Tearcs, is 
Tatt encugh for the Ocean of our mileries, Let then ſor- 
'5ow be our individual! companion, with this we begun, 
with this let us end ; may, never let ns make an end of 


mourning for the abominations of this Land ; and let us 


all fearne that laſt lefſoen of our Saviour, to weep for our 
ſelves, to weep for our fins. And for this cauſe, 1 ſhall fill 
Jeade you on with paces of lawentation to che Houſe of 
'Wourning, where we are ts cry wato the Lord, 

We will fiay no longer te look upon the brhaviour of 
"this People, whoſe teares did mot onely runne downe like a 
' River Day 4nd Night ; but their very Hearts eryed ants the 
Lord.” They poured forth their Hearts like Water before the 
Face of the Lord ; they lifted up their Hands towards bim for 
'the livts of their young Children, that fainted for hunger n 


iſs 
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anto the Lord Pere not on:ly Prayers, but Texres ; they did 
not enely Pray, but Cry, And fince we have ſo finned, and 
have been {ſ@ punithed, deth ic not now eonecrn ws ? and is 
it not now high time for as ts betake our ſelves aunts this 
SanRuary of Prayer > nay, what manner of Prayers (ſhould 
we now ſend up to Heaven? ſurely nor ſack, as moſt whar 
we uſe to make, ſuch eeld, and frigid enz1,a5 if they were 


encly for faſhieth ſake, and as if there were an indiffe.. + 


rency in us, Whether or nv they found accepcation from 
the Lord ; and People that are in the fixzry Furnace of 
affli&ion, undzr the terrid Zone of Heauens indignation, 
to be fo lake-warme; nay, (o very cold in their Devori- 
ens; what doth this argue, but eicher deſperation, thar their 
praying is to mo purpoſe ; or elle mindleſneſſe under the 
heavy hand of God ? whereas there is no betcer meanes 
for the removing of this Hand, then Prayer : For what fin 
deeth, Prajer undocth, eſpceially fervent Prayer. There- 
fore the fins of onr Nation b:ing (s great, and lond, a» 
that the ery of them hath brought downe ſuch horrible 
Vengeance upon us; who can rebl whether che cry of hum. 
ble Prayer unto God for mercy, may not yer enter into his 
Fares ; Fer this reaſen, Let «ws cry wats the Lord, 


And as we maſi thus imitate their behaviour in miſery ; 


ſs the nexc is, their Remedy, which likewiſe muf\ be ours; 


They caft theer burthen up2» the Lord; knowing full well, ' 


that he was able to help them, bring the Lord ; and as wil-' 
ling, as able, beeanſe their God. In treating of which, the 
utmolt of my intent ſhall be, to divide ſach fires of ſors 


row ameng yon, as that your very ſoules may be even cat” 


aſunder w'thin you ; being indeed, your ovely remedy in tros.: 
ble, and the onely way to appeaſe your angry God ; for the 
broken an1 contrite heart, he will not d:ſpiſe, And th:refore, 
let us figh, and weep, ud cry wnto the Lord. 

As. the eanſe of this Peoples mifery, was Famivxe ; (© 
rheir eaſc, in regard of any Earthly ſaccour chart could by 
expected, was helpleſle, and remedilefle; Foy rhe Hraven! 
were become 41 Brafſe, aud the Earth as Iron wnio them, the 


Lord 
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Lord their Cod, whe cotmmprehends all in his Fift, had with. 
held from therm the bottles of Heaven, avd ltopped the 
ſpours of. Raine; now being ready to dye with hunget, they 
mingle their Bread with weeping, ſeeking to relieve them- 
ſelves by tears and groan! ; effvd cry wnio the Lord, Hence 
the Point is this, 

| That godly ſorrow, and boly affiition, ts the beſt remedy 
in any ſorrow and affiiftion, whether it be from 41en, from 
Sathan, or from God himſelfe whether it be im Body, Eſtate, 
Name, Wind, or ſonle T 4 Man , whether it be on parti- 
cular Perſons, or on our Selves, or on our Friends, or thoſe 
that are about us, or on the whole Land, 4s on Chareh, or 
(ommon wealth , This is the mof foveraigne Remedy in 
all diſtreſſe, and extremity whatſoever ; chis inward godly 


. griefe, is a ſalve for every ſore, and a player for erery 


wound : To Weep, and Cry, and ponre one evr Hearts 
before God, is the conrſe that this people here took, and 
that which we muſt take in the like, or any other calamity : 
and according co the meaſure of the afflition, and ay it is 
more publick, or private, ſ@ muſt be the meaſure ef our 
lamentation. To this, there is a promiſe made in /ſaiab, 
That when our Hands canner help our ſelves, nor our 
Tongues prevaile with others ; yet then we may relieve 
our ſelves by eur Prayers unte God ; fer in that place the 


Lord undertaketh, thar HMourner:s ſhall be comforted. 


And there is great cauſe why God ſhould ſo deale with 
fach kind of Perſons. Fer firſt, He is full of pitty and 
compaſſion ; and therefore the Prophet Jee/, bids us, Rent 
our Hearts, and wot our Oarments : that is, bring inwar 
ſorrow, that may eruſh and breake the Heart, and chen 
turne unto the Lord; which if we doe, we hall be ſure 
of reliefe ; beoarſe the Lord wu mereifull (faith he) avd onr 
God is ready to forgive, When we (ee our Children weep» 
ing, mourning, and conſeſſing their faults, we eaunes but 
have our bowels of compaſſion-carning towards them ; whats 
fhall we then thinke of God ? He is our Father, we are his 
Children, and he is farre more merciſn!! thn we can we 
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for he hath no ether bewels, then the bowels of rigs va 
on ; and therefote whem we Mourne in an holy manner; 
certainly he will ariſe, and have mercy npon ns 5; he ean- 
not ſlay, when he ſees onr Eyes full of Teares, and our 
Hearts full of ſorrow, for rhe Fighs and groanes of his pceple 
will not let him have rc in eaves. 
Secondly, This godly meutning muft needs be a ſpeciall 
remedy in a'l manner of affliftiens, becanſe ic makes our 
Prayers very fereible ; it ſers an edge npcna our Petitions, 
and makes us pray heartily, fervently, and firong'y hey 


Heſ.12 4+ Jacob wept in bu Prayer, it was ſe cffeftna)l, that he pre. 


vajyled, When Gods people joyned together to ponre forth 
bnekers full of Teares drawne from the botrome of their 


t $141.76, Heatts before the Lord, they were warvellogfly helped; !or 


the great meaſure of their Teares, made their ſapplicatioeg 
more fervent. And therefore when onr Savionr was about 
the principa'l point of his Mediaterſhip, then did he gather 
Arength unte himſelfe by this means, Hs did offer np Pray- 
ers with flirong erying and tears, unto him that was able ro ſari | 
bim from death, Heb, 5 7. | | 

Thirdly, This go*i!y forrow muſt needs be very effcAu fi , 
all, becauſe it is excecding forcible againſt fin : for when « 
ſorr6w comes intro the Heart, fin gees ont, it will ner lodge | 
there, unlefle it be cockered, and tnuch made of Wherl © 
every ne laments his iniquity, and mourns over Chrif} J& 
ſus, wh>m by his fnnes he hath pierced, then there is/1 


Fountaine opened to wafh us all frem our fins, that have fo 
made a wicked ſeparation betwixt ns and our God. Anil jr 
ſecirg then that this gr dly forrew js a means ta wake Go w 
pitty ns. and to make us call earneſtly npon him. and 1 & 
expell fin, which might hinder us from prevayling with hin te 
it muſt needs follew That ef all remedies in time of diftrelſW tg 
this 1s the beft and lareſt, bo 


Since ſorrow 1s onr one'y ſafery. and the beft and (ore 6; 
remedy in diſtreſſe ; [Let ts a lirtle refleft npen our (cell (++ 
and miſeries and apply this ſoveraigne Balme to al) ol an, 


wounds, There are many atflicticns ab:oad at Sea, ” 
ta 
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tiken, Merchants fpoyled, goods ſeired, Marriners irmpri- 
ſoned ; many at home, in our Tewnes, nay, in eur owne 
P Families, as loſſes, croſſes, tieknefſes, diſeaſes, parting with 
If friends, diſeontents ; Day, there are many things amiſle in 
le | our ewnerNearts, and here is medicine for every one of 
our maladies, Lec us then ger it, and uſe it, and all argn- 
all BY ments and helps that may continue and incceaſe it. Thus 
ur || the Ninevines, when Jonch threatned difraRtion again 
ns, their City within forty dajes ; they humbled; and abaſed 
be» | chemfclves and fell ro monruing, and aſcd Fafting to help 
res i ic forward; and to farther them to this remerſe and griete 
rth for their great and hainous cranſgreffions: they had grieved 
cir the Lord by their iniquities, and therefore now they would 
ior  gri-ve themſelves with centritien for them, and negleR no 
jon © means to further them in the worke of humiliation ; They jo» ;. 
out i Proclaime a Faſt, they prit on Sackcloth from the greateff to 5,5,7 5. 
thet I the leaf ;, they neither eat nor drinks ; they ery mightily wnto 
Gol, ani every man turnes from hig evill way. and from the 
wickednefſe that is 1m their bauds : And when God ſaw that they 
inrned from their evill wayes, then God vepented of the evil 
that he ſaid he world doo wnto them, avd he did it not, And 
fince we of this Nation have ſeen and felr afflifion, and 
juſt'y may feare danger fo be neer us ſtill ; Jet ny becake 
onr (elves to this moarniag ; if we refuſe ro dee it, and 
ſhall continue eo be hard-hearted ; ſuppoſe the devouring, « 
blond-letting Sword ſhould' come againe into onr Land ; 
ſnppoſe the Plague like a loaden (pange fhanld eome fly. 
ivg through our: Townes and Countries, (prinkling poyſon 
whereſoever ſhe comes ; ſwppoſe pale, meager Famine thou!d 
come, which is the very Engine of defirn&tion, and brings 
terrour fo mMortalls, death to all things - Are not we likely 
to he taken away with any af theſe, and to have, nor our 
bodies anely, but onr ſoules in danger alſo, and that, of 
| (nr Gods wrath and greariafting diſpleaſure ? Ler ns therefore 
r (eli 1tek to have inf aur mollified by this excel/cat meanes, 
and ter this end, the better ro move ne; ler us conſider of 
the b.effings which God hath been pleaſed plentitally ro 
pours 
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poare downe upon this peeple, as they did in the day of 
their hnmiliation, of whom Nehemiah makes mention. Lex 
us likewiſe ſeriouſly recount how many mereies We have 
enjoyed, and how mech chey have been abuſed ; how many 


atiliftions we have felt, and how little we have been ber. 
terd ; hew many deliverances we: have had, and yet how 
carclefle, nay, bow rebellious we have been, notwithſtanding 
them all, - Let us weigh with our ſelves, what hart our 
fins have done unto us; how many good things they hare © 
rorned from us,'and how many - evills they have pul kk 
npon.us ; and above all, let ns remember what a huge : 


weight, and multicnde of miſeries, they have brought up- 
en our Saviour ; namely, debaſement, and humiliation, ex. Y * 
chance of the greateſt glory, fer the greateſt infamy, for. £'* 
rows and fufferings, afſaults and temprtatiens, the heavy £Y'® 
barthem of /our guiltineſſe, and the grievous. puniſhment £'* 
due for our deſerts, the rage and violenee of moſt malici. $'? 
ons men, and the wrath and diſpleaſure of the moſt righte. © 
ous God, torments of Body,and terrours of ſoule, and death £'® 
ie ſelfe, a painefull death, a Gamefnll death, and a curſed 
death. And beeanſe commonly iad ſpeftacles call ſorrow 
befare it ceme ; let ns look back againe upon that ſevere 
whip of Gods Juſtice, the late Scourge of theſe three 
Lands ; and imagine yeu ſee yeur Children flaine before 
your Eyes, ones Head off, anothers Are, a third erying 
unto you, and the little one hanging wpen you, and then: 
cell me, if it be not hgh time to weep and mourne with 
them of Ziglag, whoſe ſoules were grieved, and they wept, 


for his Danghters, 1 Sam. 30.4.6. Buteſpecially to lameni 
for our fing of all things elſe moſt burefull to man, us- 
dermiving our ſoules, and drawing defiru@icy after them, 
enſheathing Gods Sword, and violently forcing kim to hi 
Armory, ts pat on the Garments of vengeance, as Ii 

ſpeaketh, And as thas the Cartropes # our 6ns bave but 
ried dewne Gods Judgewents npoh ns, and have eryed 

God for vengeance ; ſo no w, let eur miſeries ery nnto hi 
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f ſor mercy ; and let us implore Gods grations power, and 
t that with an howling lameatation, to lay his further threat- 
y | ned (and juftly merited) punifkaments, rem any more dil. 
7 playing horrour throughout our Nation : And for this pur» 
u | poſe} ler us weep, and (0), and figh, aud cry mightily wants 


os i ihe Lord onr God : Aud che more lorrew, the b:tter for us, 
> il 6: ſuch moyfture will diflolve the elo14s of our iniqui- 
ties; and the mere (ſhowers of griefe fall from our Eyes aud 
4 Hearts, the cleerer and fairer will the wayes of our Hearts 
po | be for the feet of the Lerd to walke in, Let ns then fellow 
8" Y the Apoſtles councell, Suffer affliction, ſorrow, aud weep : Jams 4-9 
And if any thing keep ns from chis mencning, away with 
it ; Let onr laaghter be turned into mourning, and our 
joy in'e kcavineſſle ; for we cannot calt downe our ſelyes 
{0 low: but Ged will raiſe us up againe. Seeing then ſor- 
row is the onely Antidote and Soveraigne Remedy for all 
ear poyſonous Diſeaſes; let th:re be weepiog, and crying 
in every Towne, in every Street, in every Houle, in every 
Chamber, (ry «nte the Lord, 

Ohj. Bae perhaps ſome will ſay, [s Godly griefe a Salve 
for ail Sares, a Rewedy for al Diſcaſes : Suppoſe Warre, as 
late!y it 414, ſhould ageine thunder in this Land t Surely, to 
weep 41d. lament 1w the time of Warre, 14 no figne of Max. 
od ;.it rather argnes that Men are faim-beaited; want con- 
rage and fortitude ; ſo that thi wringing and wayleg, is als 


_ _ unbeſceming the perſon of '« Man of Falour : let wn 
ho " erefore truſt is God, aud be flont,. avd of a good conraye, 


md vever mourne for the matter ? 
eAvſ.: Dath ir argu: want of Courage, ts lament for 
inne'? [t rather argues want of Faiih, not co lament for © 
inne, What doe you thinke of Jecob, was he a Coward ? 
on cannor ſay ſa ef. him ; for the holy Ghoſt gives him 
his commendation, Thet he hed frength and courage not 
« bur) 19 prevayle againft men, but with the Anget of the Co- 
Wenn, (Gru 32. 28.) And his conflict was, ' be Wept, and 
o hi razed, So that that whick we thinke weaknefle, the Scri- 
«ure calls firepgrh ; For by bu fireng'h berhad power _ 
oy 
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God, (Hoſea 12, kt. 4 ) What doe you thinke of David, 
was he a Coward ? there is none, | thinke, will ſo dgif- 
grace" that woxhy and renowned Captaine of the Lord of 
Hoſts : And yer he himſelfe in his Pſalwmer, ofren makes 
mention of his Teayes, and ſayes, That be watered hu couch 
with thus teares : And that bus Eyes tid gaſh out with Rivers 
of teares, What will ye fay to all Gods People, of whom 
it is (aid, That they (bould mourne as they did for Johalt, in 
the Valley of Hadidrimmon f and as onc mourneih for his 
Firit-borne, the enely Heyre and hope of the Family. Will 
you eondemne all Gods people fora generation of Cowards? 
nay. this is ſo farre from bewraying any want of Conrage, 
that we may boldly ſay, That when men are fullef of ſuch 
Teares, then are they fulleſt of Ferticude, What ſhall we 


- thipke of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bad he no Heart ? was he 


Hob. 5.7. 


defticute of Coenurage ? that could not poſſibly be : And yer, 
when he was to'exergiſe the folnefle of his Power, to un. 


dertake fack a worke, as no creature durſt attempt ; whaſ} « 
he was to offer up himſeife ro his Father, as a Sacrific} * 
for the fins of the World; when he was to encounter theft ' 
Lords wrath, and his juftice ; the Devill, Death, Hell; audi f 
Damnation, and all the Pewers of Darkenefle, that ſans C 
time, he Wept, aud that abwudantly: And | hope none will © 
ſay, that chen eur Savieurs firengrh fayled him, Becwith 4 
Randing his bicter Tears and Cryes, Surely thoſe that dof 
not weep when there is cauſe, they are withour Heart, aullf »* 
utterly voyd of trae Valour, and ſubjeRt to ma: vellons fe by 
and violent diftempers, which ariſe from a baſe mind. F th, 
what is the reaſon they are ſo afraid of Death > but be 

eauſe th:y have net mourned for their ſinnes, and ſo « Go 
mover the fiing of Death, which if they had done, the (er 
would then triumph ever Death ; and ſay with Saint Ps i) 
O Death where « thy ftivg? (1 Cor. ng. gs.) their he po 
wonld then ſtand faft;, as the ſtrong mountains, and not Frag 
afraid of any evi'l cidings, No wor of the Peſtilence ud 


walketh in the darky ; 


nor of the Plague that deffroyul 
woon-day, Plalopr, 6,1 5 "Wy 
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worldly kclps, the deeper diſtreſſes we be inthe leaſt eom- 
fort they will afford us; ſo in Spiritnal! helps, the greater 
exircmities we be in, the more comfort will chey minifter 
4 unto ns ; whr'n we are help'efle and hopelefſe, then Faith 


works wonders, and never (hewes tcrth ic ſelfe ſo mighti- 
” ly, and pewetfully, as when it -workes alone, Wealth, 
n Strength, Friends, and all other oatward things, and world- 
bi ly comforts, (when miſeries lye heavy upon; nz, and we be- 
vis gin to eaſt am Eye to chem, expeAing tome reliete and 
ll comfort trom them) will bur deale with us, as the High 
15} Pricfts did with J«das ; when all went well with him, 
o« | then they hug'd him, and who but J»des, they then made 
"l ſhew of all favour and friendſ},ip cowards him ; but when 
well in the horraur and anguiſh of his ſoule, he makes his 
he moane unto them, Crying out, that be bad firned, bitraying 
yet Iunocent blond ; they then ſet him packing with a catting, 
nd and uncomforteble anſwer, hat « Yhat to w ? Ard ſuch 


80ld comfort hall we reecive from any Earthly props 
and fupports whereon we reR, and Ray our Hearts ; when 
we have mo need of them, they will ftand ns leaſt in 
ſtead : So that we may truely ſay of them, az job did of 
his Friends, A#fiſerable comforters are ye all, Job 15. 2, 
Bat as for thoſe thar live by Faith in Chriſt Jelus, they 
are underlayed with better props and (ipporters then the 
world can afford ; for when rhey have none other to deli- 
yer them, they can deliver themſelves by Prayers, by tears, 
by 5ghs, by cryes, and by calling upon Gods name, out of 
the loweſt Dungeon, 

And if no d fireſe, ns breakirg, no cruſhing ran binder 
Gods People from Praying and Crying ? Then firſt, This may 
ſerve to ſbew us the difference betwixt the wieked, and the 
godly, in times of outward or inward afflitien, when they 

rincke both of the ſame Cup, and are planged into the 
lame miſcties, Caſt a wicked man into a Dungeon, and 
hay him fall low, where he can meet with no worldly 
help; and what courſe will he rake ? You fhall ſee; that 
they he will b'aſph:me God, and bitc his Tongae for 
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madaeſſe, as they that are ſpoken of in the Revelations , or, 
elſe he will grew defſperare, and make away with him- 
ſelfe, as Judas, Arhitophel, and other monſters have done : 
But lect a godly wan. b: layd as faſt and low in che ſame 
Dungeon, and he wil} be: fall of joy, whan the other is 
full of dzſperate griefe, and fing ®ſa/wer, and ponre forth 
many Prayers mighty Cryes in ftcad of the others im. 
precation; and blaſphemons ſpeeches. Take one example 
for all, Peter and Je4« hal both dealt unfaichfally (though 
in a farre different degree and manner) with their Lord 
ani Maſter, and were beth brought inte great perplexity ; 
bat Perry gory out, conſeſſerh his faulc, weeps birterly, and 
gaines exccedingly by it : /#1# on the other hide, ſorrow. 
eth deſperately, and ſpeedily diſpatcheth himſelfe ; where- 
by doth manife(tly appeare the different earriage of the 
Faitafall, and of Infide!s. when they are both overburthened 
with (orrowes and miferies. 

Secondly, (ar ns diſtreſſe, uo cruſhing, nor breaking, hinder 
Gods People from Praying aud Crying ? This is for ſingular 
comfort unto the Chiidren and ſervants of God, that no 
croiſe ean befa!! them to hinder their Prayers, or Rop the 
paſſage of their eryes from the Eares of the Almighty, 
but all ſhall quicken and 'inflame the ſpirit of Prayer in 
them ;' ſmrely the iſſue of their treable minft needs be 
go0d, whey it is watered wich Teares, and ſanRified with 
requeſts ; if they can wait till cheir barveſt come, ſuch 2 
ſeed-rtime muſt nceds bring them a plentiful! and bleſled 
crop of comfort, And therefore, it you have the holy 
Ghoſt in yoar Soules. and Prayer it your Hearts ; if you 
hyve Tearcs in your Eyes, and (ighs in your Breaſts, then 
blefſe Ged for ſo goed an infide, for its your prefer help 
in trouble, irs your mcat in Famine, your preſervative in 
Plague, your firength in Warre, your kelp in ArA:Rion, 
and your eomforr at all affayes ; therefore in all diftreſſe, 
fly un:o God, end ia Prayer, a#d cry nite the Lord. 

Ard no wender if theſe people in the time of Fimine, 
fly wato Ged, in this their woefull, wretched, and —_—y 
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efate, when all oatward and worldly comforts fayle them, 
and lay their borthen npon him, becauſe they knew that 
he was able to feed and help them (though the ciflernes 
of the world were giowne dry) being the Lord ; ard as 
willing, as able, being their God, For the majeſty of God 
is ſo glorions, that it wou!d make them fly from him, and 
his efſence is ſo incomprehenfible, that ir is a light that 
none can have acceſſe nnio, and an huce Sea, that will 
drowne ſuch as will adventure to wade into it ; but the 
Knowledge of Gnds ſuffici:ncy and power to help, and of 
his meicy and ſree fayonr, whereby he is ready and wil 
ling to help, thats it thar encovrageth them to come before 
the Lord, and call npon his Name with Rrong eryes, and 
earneſt requeſts, with Gghs, and (obs, and groanes, azd cry 
wnto the Lord. 

Whence the point is this, That the knowledge of Grdr 
prver and mercy, # the onely canſe that brings Chriſtiins in- 
to Gods preſerce, and makes them call apon lim in trouble, 
When they are plunged in miſery, in diftietle, then Ged 
ſhall be fare of their enſtome and company, like theſe 
people here, whe when all their hopes were periſhed, then 
they run to God, and caft all upon him, whom they knew 
was able to bring Water ont of the Flint, as well as ous 
of the River; and Bread out of the Clouds, as well as our 
of rhe Brirne, Canaan they knew could not maintain them 
withont Gods hlcffing ; and with it, a barren Wilderneſle 
coal; and there'ore to him they fly, and cry, 7 hey cry w#- 
ts the Lord, 

For this, look one'y npon Pſa/me the ninth, and tenth 
Verſe, where the Prophet ſhewerh hew they come to ſeek 
unto Gecd « They that know thy name will tirnſ# in thee, for 
thou never fayleſt them that ſeek, thre, How come they to 
ſeek God ? They fiſt truſt in God, by the Knowledge of 
Geds Name ; which name is, the Lord, Prong, fraciow, and 
mercifull, and till wen come to know this Hame, they can 
never come to truſt in God, nor ts ſeek God, bur by the 
tight underſtanding and *pp'"S of the Name of God, 
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Nething in diftrefſe can hinder them from crying urte the 
Lord, becauſe they kwow that there is ne evill; but in his 
name they may have an Antidote againſt it ; no ſore, bur 
there they ſhall have a ſalve to cure it ; no diſea(c, but 
there they ſhall have a remedy to help it ; no wound, but 
there they ſhall have a Playſter to heale it:; no fickne(ſ-, 
but there they ſhall have a cordiall co eomfort ic, and Phy. 
fieke to recover it ; ne doubc, bur there they ſhall find a 
reſolution for it, nor no geed thing, but there they may 
gc a certainty of obraining ir, And therefore'ts hearten 
on in all affayes, in all ditreſfſes, miſeries. and calamities 
whatſoever, to fly ro chu Name, which will be like an 
Ojntment poured forth te fill and delight the hearts of 


the Paithfu!l with the odour of it. And thongh I cannat ( 
gire you a definitien of the [ord your God, yer rake that ff p 
deſcription ef the name of God, metab'y. and comſo: rahly If ! 
ſer downe to my hand in Exodus, wheie you may heare | f: 
the Lord himſel'e Prociayming his Nams in thele ren fe. | & 
veral' properiies, T he Lord, the Lord, ftrong, mercifull. ard | © 
graciom, fliyw to anger, and abnndart in gordnefſe and truth, N Fe 
reſerving mercy for thouſards, forgivng iniquity, tyarſpreſſion IN 11: 
and fins, and not mikoug the wichrd innocent, viſiting the ini. ſo. 
quity f the Fathers npon the ( hildrex, and upon the (hs drer | © 
Child en, nnto the third ard fourth Generation, Then what [ore 
milery, what trovble, what difireſſe, what aflition, wha & © 
ea'amity can hinder us from comming to the Lord upon the If And 
Feet of Faith and Prayer, fo cry wnto the Lord. hea 
1. Are you layd in the '@w Durgeon of miſery, as /iha MY Eiyi 
wat, in the Dungeon of Well, in the bottome of the Sea, in  upor 
the belly of the Whale ? Are your Enemies wighty, your  f2in 
ſufferings rrary, and your cppreſſiions and prefſares heavy? Pine 
Wt 


then cry unto the L,o'd, for be « the Lord, ffrong, all pwn 
& in him, and from hm, and for him , he « the mighty God, 
and he doth not onely uſe hu might for our Salvati-n, bu 
for onr Enemies defFrnft.on, If then your troubles be great, 
and your Enemies mighty? be not diſmayed, ycur God # 


greater and mighticr to help you ont of chem, then the 
: af 
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are t9 hold you till in them ; and he rides upon the Hea- 
vens, fall of Majefty, and full of alvility co deliver you, 
and to ſet yon free from the firongeft bonds of affii ion, 
Cm: Hit once to know Gods all-tvficient Power, then no 
aili tion or tryall ſhall make you faint; The leaſt «ff:{t;en, 
it God ſupport us not in it, will be tos (trony for us ; but 
the oreaceſt, nay, the ruſhirg in of all at ence npen ns, if 
this firong God be on our fide, ſhall not be. able re hire 
nz, or daunt us; and therefore, wh-n our Hands cannet 
help us. nor our, Tongues prevaile wi.h anrealonable wen, 


. let us fiy unto this trong Tower, the Lord our God, Ard 
' cry wee the Lord. 
c 2 And now leaſt any poor affiited ſoule, hearing of 


Gods Power, ſhould (ay, [ kvow that God i ſtrong ant 

powerfull, but what « that to me? it Way be, he may »f+ his 

power to my overthrow, Nay, \aith the Lord, God « merci- 

e || fol. 41 well as powerfull, and therefore why ſhould any be 

«. | diſcouraged by mitery, ſince milery is the very object of 

»q | erey: and the Eye of Divine pitty is ever fixcd npon ut ? 

þ, | For the God whom we ſerve hath no © her riches then the 

oy | riches of his mercy. And this was the arga-nent that David 

ſo 0'tem nied, Flave wmerey on me, O Lord. for | aws weake + *[. 6. 

O Lord heale we, for my bones are wexed ; my ſoule 11 alſo 3: 4+ 

var Nl [ore troubled ; but Lord how long wilt thoun delay ? Returne, 

ne 0 Lord, deliver my ſoule, ſave me for thy meercies ſuks, 

the And in anther Pſilme, [ncl:ine thine Eare, © Evid, avd P4861. 
heare we, for | am pooy and needy. And if we eome hnt 

mg | crying unte him, our very miſery will be ſufficient co work 

i (upon him for mercy ; {o that he will be ready to enter- 

oor rains 115. like the Father of the Prodigall, with an U»ndr 

vy) Bplcngs ? why weepeſt thou my Sonne > / will clothe thee 1:4.15.50 

0 with the be/t Raymert. and put my Gold Ring mnpon thy fi per, 

and thy Fare (hall be the daintieſt mor/ell + nay. he will /the 

that Father of the Prodival', farg ready to recerve ws with 

bu armes urfonlded to embrace i ; with bie hands apen, to 

Inhite @ with gefts :'with his bead inclined to. afford w the 

iſe of peace, and ſew forth bis love unto m upon every o6« 


caſhomn, 
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'next, to hearten and encourage him is, That the Lord, u 
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caſter, as the Prophet Hoſea teftifieth, ſayirg, 7» thee the 
Fatherl-ſſe ſhall find mercy. Let us then jift up car ſonle,, 
and ery cencinually in all ſtrairs, and troubles to this God 
of mercy, for the Lord oar God is good, and gracious, and 
mercifull,and of great kindxefſe unto all them thar call rp. 
on him, Then gry wnto the Lord, 

3. Bur leaft that any poor ſoule ſhould be diſhearrencl, 
a4 unworthy to ery for mercy, by reaſon ef his owne cor- 
rnaptions, and ſpots, ard fainers, and leprohe of fim ; The 


he i ftiroug and merciful, ſo he  gratiom, that ts, loving, 
aud ſhewirg mercy withom any merit, Art thou not worthy 
of mercy > Hatt thou nor deſerved the leaſt favour ar God 
hand > what of that? God tells thee for thy comfort, tha 
he #w graci-m, The Lord onr God is ſo gracions, as that 
he will not carry till we deſerve favour, mor till we be 
worthy of merey ; but even while we are nnworthy, will 
freely ſhew forth his goodnefle and mercy towards us, 
How worthy was | Saul, when he was even breathing on 
threatnivg and ſlaughter againff the Diſciples of the Lord! 
And therefore it 1s ſaid of Abraham, That he beleeved in 
him that jnſt:fieth the angodly ; noting thereby, that ſinne 
cannot hinder Gods favour from offenders, but that through 
F-ith they ſhall be jnſtified, and made as innocent in God, 
account, as if they had never offended at all : Then let vi. 
not, when we re in diftireſls, be diſceuraged, or diſmayed, 
by reaſon of the {oulcnefle of eur fnnes ; but let ns god 
to the Lord, and come but penſtently, and he will ſhey 
himſelfe gracious, notwithRanding them all ; 7 hen ery wntl 
the Lord. 

4. But till the wounded ſonle perhaps may ſay, Ala, 
1] have proveked God to wrath, | have incenfed him, and 
juſtly drawne hue heavy hand wpon me by my fins , and there 
fore, though the Lord be graciom, with what comfort or bij 
can ſuch a finfull wretch as I goes to ery to that God I hat 
fo harworfly offended | Haſt thou proveked and offended thy 
God ? yer let net that diſmay ner hinder thee, but goes, 
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#0 the Lerd, for he tells thee himſelfe, That be « ſlow to 

anger, that 1s, long erc he be provoked. Witnefle the eryes 

4] 2: Sodome, which picreed the Eares of the Almighty ; yer 

ſo loath was God te ſhowre dewne Fire and Brimſtone ; as 

that he expoſtulates the maatter, as if he had bin jealous of his 

4} one Eares, and aniwers with an Ego vadem, & widebo 

Nl / w:'l gee downe and ſee whether they have dowe altogether 

he accoraing to the cry that is come wnto me. And thns, as he 

uf is hard to be provoked, making as thongh he faw nor our 

kvs, becauſe he would have us to amend ; fo, when he is 

hy provoked, he is as ecafle ta be appeaſed, And this is ſecn in 

Mary Magdalene (a no:orious finner) in the City of /ern- 

ha © [44, whe was grown ſo thamelefle, as that the whole Ciry 

af iofered in regard of the bad report that went of her ; yer 

be ſhe vo ſooner Rands at his Feet behind him weeping ; bat 

Chrift preſently tells Suw5on, that Many fins are forgiven ber. Luk.7.38, 

For we can no (ooner fall out with eur fins, bur God falls 

in with as, An Earchly Father will not take every advan- 

14 1 r22e againſt his Child; and when the Child is grieved thac 

4 bs bach eommitted a great fault, good Parents are eafily 

ſatiszfizd, The lord our God pitieth- ns, as a Father his 

Children ; and whenſoever we kindle his wrath againft ns, 

one Teare of trae Repentance, will quench all the Flame 

thereof, And to this, David giveth (ſufficient reſtimony, (ay- 

Wing, The Lord @ [low to anger, aud of great kindneſſe, be will //.r9z. 

net alwayes chide, nor keep his anger for ever. And this he 8. 9. 

1-y inſelfſe ſound by good experience, for when afrec miny 
nergies received he had grievouſly provoked th- Lord in 

that matter of Urieh, and did nor repent, bur fiill lay in 

Ala Pi fin; informuch, 23 Ged was angry with him: David no 

boner begins to make confeſſion of his Fn, but God forth- 

ith cells him by the Prophet, Char be bad put away bu Sanity 

1:ſo that the Lord was wore ready to offer him pardon, 3+ 

tn» he was to aike it, And therefore, fince the Lord is 

W 10 anger, and calie to b: intrearted ; let not eur hos 
Pugh nevcr 'lo many) binder ns from Crying te the 

Word, 


5. Bat 
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5. Bat fill Come poor ſoule perhaps may ſay, Ti true 
ind:ed, 1 know there 1 no fault 6n Gods part, he u low to 
anver, and eafie to be intrcated ; But what am I the bitter, 
when I cannot fir my ſe'fe 10 ſock for mercy as I ought to doe? 
Alu, I am weake, and full of infirmities, | come farre ſhort 
every way, | canner Pray as | onght, my Prayers are few, avd 
cold, and weake ; | c:mwt keep Gods Word, my memoyy u 
fiarls and ſlippery, &c, What of all this > let no weakneſle 
nor inficmitics diſmay thee, tor the Lord himlelſe cells thee 
in the next place, that he © abandant in googdneſſe, cx abun. 
dant in kindizefſe; and it is the property of krinaxcſſe to take 
(mall! things in good worrh, and to paſſe by infirmities and 
weakneſſe.and to be cafic to be inrreated ; he will not break 
the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoukery Flax , if we can 
but once core to be humble in heart, thovgſt we cannct 
a:taine to that meaſure of {anRification, as others have ; 
nor poure cut cur Soules 1n Prayer as we ſheuld : yet Ged 
will take all in good part; he that will reward a Cup of 
cold Water, he will reward a cod Prayer , for God looks 
not for perfeftion from poor weak creatures, that are ul! 
of imperfeQion; And therelore fhnee he is abandant in kind- 
ncfl:, let not our infirmitics and weaknefle hinder us ttom 
ce Jing unto the Lord. 

6. But the poor «ffiicted ſoule may perhaps fill fay, 
Though the Lord be abundant in goodneſſe and kirdneſte ; yet 
how [hat [ know that thu goodneſfſe «nd kindreſſe of Ged 
ſhall be performed mito me ; for | have Prajed, and Cryed, and 
waited long. cud yet ans never the neerer : (» that though he 
be good, and yet not good to me ; kind, aud yet not hind to 
me, what am | the bettey ? Haſt thou Prayed; and (ryed, 
and wayted. and hath mort God ſeemed to regard, ror an- 
\wered thy requeſts, in releeving thy wants, ealing thy ror- 
ments, removing thy preflurez? &e. yet Cry Gill, and in 
the Lords due time thon ſhalt be ſure: of reliefe ; for he 
never promifeth, but he performeth, if we perſeverc with! 
oat fainting ; And ſo he himſelfe tells thee in the next 
placts that be 1 abwndart in truth ; Ay he never threatens 
any 
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Puclickh Sorrow, 


any thing, but he executes it ; ſo he never p.omiſech at'y 
thing, but he performes it. You may belreeve him without an 
Oath* But | have ſworue by my holinefſe, (faith God, that / 


, 


will ot forſake David; And never any yet could eharge him 
with breach of promiſe; hath he promiſed, and ſhall he not 
petforme > Then cheare up your hearts, and pluck up your 


ſpirits, your God hath promiſed, that rhoſe that fears bins, Plal. 34. 


ſhall wart nothing that » good. Againe, he hath promiſed, * 


That »sf we call pen him in the day of tronble, he will not Pſa. 50. 


onely beare, but deliver, And who ever did (o, and found 


not according to his expeAation? Then why ſhould not we 
reft upon his promile? hath the Mouthof the Lord ipoken 
it, and ſhall he. not de it ? for take away his Truth, and 
take away his God head, What then? though in theſe hard 
thmes, Our Money 13 gone. our goods gone, our lands and pol- 
ſeffrons gone, our liberty gone, our Friends gone, and all 
our outward fayes be gone: But is Gods trath gone ? Hath 
he net promiſed to provide for us when weare-poor,as well 
23 when we are 1ich; when we are inlieineflc,as well as when 


Weare in health? Hath not he (aid, / will nat [rave thee, mor 1:9. 13:5 


forſakg thee ? Did net he provide tor us in our [ufancy ? 
and ſhall we not crutt him in our Age? Let every man in 


Lord & my helper, / will not feare what Man can doe unto 
w:, We have his promiſe to heate, and help, and not © 

leave and forſake; = to deliver, when we call npen him : 
And (ince his promiſe is paſſed, he will performe it; for be 
- abundent ts trith, And therefore, /et 1 cry unto the 
ord, 

7. But the poer fin-burthened ſonle, may perhaps fill 
hy, What though the Lord be abundant in trath, aud never 
prowiſeth, but doth perf,rme? Whats all thu to me, whoſe ſouls 
muſt needs be loathſome unte bim, bring all fpoited with fin, 
walowing in the paddle of mignity, axd that with confent, and 


all cromble and diftreſſe, cenfidently, and hambvly tay, The Hebei, 


delight ro ? Fer this, goe look upon Mary Magdalen, and Luke 7. 


others, whole (ou'es thou ſhalt find as filthy and loathſome 
u thine ; þut when ence they = to bathe, and walh them 
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in che Riverof Repeutance, and to (well and rinſe them jn x 
To/dan of lorrow; them fee hew God dealt with them, and 
be not-diſmayed, though thy fins be of the deepeſt cinRare, 
for chere is mercy in Rore foc thee: And ſo he himſelle tells 
thee ia the next place, That be & « God reſerving mercy for 
thosſands ; giving us to anderfiand thereby, that he hath 
Flouds of mercy for all that filand in needof ic. Never went 
any to Gad for merey, but he found merey, if he ſought in 
Faith, as God bids him ; forhe hath mercy in ſtore for thon. 
ſands, With Earthly Kings, he that coms not firſt, ſpeeds wort: 
buc it is not ſo with the King of Heaven, he hath (ufficicns 
for thoſe that come to him Ia, as well as for thoſe that come 
te him firſt ; his Fountain is never dry, the well-ſpring of 
his mercy eontinaally Fiowes, he can comfort thouſands, ay 
weil as one perſon, end yer his tore not be leflened one 
whic. Sarcly there are many thouſands in Heaven, that 
were once as bad as we are; and yet now they are in a Para. 
diſe of reft; they are now gone from miſery, co mercy ; from 
2 wretehed lite, tO.a far better being, and quite out of the 
reach of ell fin,and ſorrow. Then who would not come to 
ſach a Phy itian as hath wreught ſs perfeRt a eure upon fo 
many, and that ot tree coft, and never ſuffered any one to 
miſca:ry that was willing to be his Patient? Men did lye at 
the Poole of Berheſdas many Yeares, expeRting to be healed; 
we necd not lye ſo long at the gates of Heaven for the 
eu.ing of our (oules; bat we are ſureto be perteRly helped, 
when we are truely humbled, and fired for kelp. And there. 
fore, let not our fins diſcourage us, (eeing there is merey in 
Rore, our God being a God reſerving wercy for thouſand, 
nor hinder us from comming to that God of mercy, whole 
mercy knows no limits, And cry wrte the Lord, 
$. But (till the poor «ffi:fed ſoule over-laden with (in, 
rhaps may ſay, / know thet God u 4 God of mercy, an 
Fab mercy in ftore for thouſands, But alas, my fns ſinke mb, 
wy miſerie: doe not fo much tronble me, 4 my fins, whit 
are many aud grieve, and fins of the largeſt wagaitude, and 
of long contmience q Wb what face then, or hopes, dare | 
F111 
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ecme, and cry wnte the Lord ? For that, eonrage Clirifiian; 
thou whoſe ſoule is thus wounded with fin; for hadfi ihcu 
all the fins and ſores that might be, thou needeft nor be dil. 
heartned from comming unto the Lord. ſecing he himſelfe 
tells thee inthe next place, tht he 5s @ God forgiving migni- 
ty, tranſgreſſion, and fin; and if he ſhould nec thew himlelfe 
to be ſuch a Ged towards the militant Church, he ſhovld 
loſe both kis name, and his people at onee; but he pardons 
all theſe kinds of fin, he pardons iniquity, that is, oeriginall 
fin, and the perverſnefſe of our nature, that cleaves ſo faft un- 
to us; he pardons tranſgreffion, that is, fins of rebellion and 
preſumption ; and he pardons fin, that is, ſins of cuſiome, 
and ſuch as are grown to an habit; and if any one be weary 
of this barthen, God will give him a ſpeedy diſpatch, rhe 
beavy laden, if they come untohim,/e will eaſe chew, And 
thit a man may boldly claime at Gods hand, and intreat him 
to be God, for that he cou!d net be, vnlefſe he ſhould performe 
this for us + And therefore, though nothing troable thee ſo 
mueh as thy fins, and though they be never (© many, great, 
and grievous, and of long continuance ; nay, though thou 
wert more leprous then Gehezi, more uneleanethen Magda- 
lenwey and more blind in ſoule then ever Bartimens was in 
body ; yet courage finner, and remember that thy God, s 4 
God forgiving iniquity, tranſpreſſion and ſin, and therefore 
down on thy Knees, and fall ce thy Prayers, And cry unto 
the Lord. | 

9. But for a!l this that hath heen ſaid of Gods goodneſſe 
towards his choſen ; the poor «ffiiited ſon/e may perhaps ob- 
jet (a3 nnbeliefe is full of objeftions) and ſay, Alas, we ſeo 
bow wicked wen profper hold np their heads, and flouriſh in the 
world'; they have their Barnes full, axd 'Cubbords fall, aud (hefts 
ful, and aft things goe with them according to their brarts de- 
fre: whereas Gods Children finke, and are trampled under foot, 
the Rightaor are wrovged, and the Church over-yaun by the un. 
fodly of the World ? Nay, ſaith God, in the next place, let 
wot that tronble nor diflkearten thee, For. I am 4 God that 
bolds wot the wicked inxocent : letthem take their (wing, and 
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Make havoeck for a time, God may ſpare thern lorg, yet wil 


Vehun 1. yifhe them at the laft « For God # jealots, and the Lord re. 


vengeth, eycn the Lard of anger; the Lord will take vengearce 
on hs adverſaries, andhe reſcerveth wrath for hu enemies: The 
Lovd « ſlow to anger, but he uu great in power, and will no 


Hah, 1.12. ſurely cleare the wiched And as Habakknk faith, Hes hath 


ordained them for judgement, and eftabliſhed them for torref;. 
on. Whereas thoſe that are his, he eorreAts but fora time; but 
his anger never aflwageth towards the reprcbate, thovgh for 
a long time he deferre. And therefore grudge not to (ec the 
wicked flonriſh like a green Bay. tree, fcr a time ; pifſe buy 
by a little and up+n your return, h# place will not be fond, 
for God holds not the wicked innocent. But for you, thovph 
you be afflified here. you ſhall be comforted hereafter ; for, 
through maxy 1ffiiflions we wuſt enter into the Kingdom of Hee 
ven: [his is the Kings high-way to happinefle and there js 
nor a Saint in Heaven, but hath led this way, and beaten thiy 
path before ns; For Stones eannot be ſquared for Pa'la-e. 
worke, witheur the iroke of the Hammar; and we mul? be 
content ro endure the Froaks of Gods Hammar of afflifions, 
that w* may he p»liſhed, and ſquared. and made live'y Stones 
fir to belayd in the Heavenly Jeraſ«l-m, What matters .it 
then, to ſee Dives here flant it im Purple, and fare delicios fly 
every dey when at laſt, he muff be tormented in flames; while 
havger-flarred Tazarus. though affiitted bere, yet hu eemfort 
is hereafter, ard t1 tranſported from the Porch of « Tyraxt, te 
the Boſome if Abriham. Beſides. though God vſeth many 
wayes to bring ns home unto him, yet none more then «ff! 24. 
on, It was Munger that drove the Prodigall home te his Father; 
And ſurely rothing [ſo opens the Eyes of the ſoule, as miſery 
and rronble, O how correGinn opens theſe Eyes, which pro- 
ſpericy kept ſhut! O how often dech the paining of the Bo- 
dy, w>rk the ſaving 9f the Soule! O how often dee miſſer- 
tranes. like the Rungs in Jacebs Ladder, ſerve to mount ont 
ſoules wp'to Heaven! Let Ged chen wonnd us: fo he wi)l but 
heale ns; ler him 'firik oor Bodies with fckneſſe, with ſores: 
with refttaint, ſo he will but with theſe wonnds _ _ 
onles, 
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$o11es. Ler edme what will eeme-ſo it bit ehaſe us ts: Gol, 


d:ive us home re his Honſe, end in Prayer. and make us cry 
unco the Lord, 

10. But fill the «ffs Red ſonle geeth ob, and ſayeth, Though 
God tell us that he holds not the withed iunocirt, and will not 
ſarely cleare thews. but or dains th:m for judgemert, and reſerves 
them for correion ; yet we dayly ſee, that "they dow not one'y 
fl 1h here in this world, but gor te their graves in peace, 
a1d are not (to any 0n'ward appearance) in trouble liky othev 
men, Well, ſaith God, in the tenth, or laſt place, Say they 
doe, yet will I meer with them in their Children, and puniſh 
t1eir fins in their poſtericy, Fifring the iniquitier of the Fa- 
thers up: the Children, and wpen their Childrens Children, nn= 
to the third and fourth Generation ; they ſhall he ſure to taſt 
0! the bitter Cup of Gods wrath here, as their Fathers doe in 
Hell, Thus, if this nane of God, in theſe ten ſeveral! pro. 
rerties, were but rightly underſtood arid applyed, were it bur 
25 5yntment poured our and (ſpread vpon our hearts, there iy 
nothing in diftrefle, nething in trouble, nothing in miſery 
conld hinder us from ecying to the Lord, conſfiderins he iy 
fir>2yg mereifull, graciovs, abundant in goodnefle and truth, 
znd forgiving iniquity, tranſgreffion. and fin, &e. But with- 
cut any 'arther enlargement, np>n theſe properties, in their 
ſeveral! particulars, I will enely clap them altogether, and 
make Application, and (@ haſten yen again to the Houſe of 
Mourning, fs cry anto the Lord. 

Is th? Lord thus firong, and mereifall, and gracious?&c, 
then why ſhould a Chriſtian trouble himſelfe at avy thing thac 
befals him here? Hath he crafty enemies? let him goe ery to 
the Lord for direfion, his wiſedeme is infinitely beyond their 
poliey. Hath he Rtromg enemies? let him goe ery to the Lord, 
he 14 michtierand Rronger then they ail; In a word, hath he 
thy outward «ff.t;on, or inward eorrwptien that doth annoy or 
trouble him > let him goc ery tothe Lord, and have recourſe 
this God: and there he ſhall find remedy for all; nay, whar- 
ſeever mans eaſe be, if he hnt ſeek the Lord, he ſhall have help, 


layes.that Prineely Prophet, God: w neer to all thut call wpon ” r45- 
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bim, yea, to all tbe. call: non him. in truth, He will fulfil thy 
defire of them that feare him; healſo will heare their cry, and 
will ſave thew. And though their hearts be (o opprefled, tha; 
they cat utter no words, thats no matter, God will have re. 
ſpe ro. their very deſires; and ſarely their teares ſpeak high. 
eſt, and.cheir fghs cry loudeſt in the Ears of God, Let wy 
chen groane fork broken heart, and ſigh, and fob, and weep, 
and cry, Cry unto the Lord. ; 

Thas having done with this peoples behaviear i» the rim, 
of Famine ; and likewiſe with the Remedy they aſed, they ej 
ehtir burthen upon the Lord : a3 alſo with the. Motuves inducin; 
thern thereunto, becanſe he is able, being the Lord. and willing 
breanſe therr -God, Let us row cloſe upall in our monrnin: 
garments, and robing our ſonles with the inward ſackclet| 
of ſorrow, not one'y Pray, but Weep ; nor Weep alone, but 
Cry, Cry unto the Lord. From whence the Point is this, 

They who would not have God to ſhut his cares againſt thi: 
Prayers, wiff be ſure that they not onely Pray, but Cry ; an, 
that thrtir Peti'iovs proceed from a broken heart, and an hum 
ble ſpirit, Fortill the heart be even pulled in pieces by godly 
ſorrow. and rent in ſander with god!y griefe, fin and lv{t wil 
norout,avd then there can be no acgeptance looked for from 
God;:ither of ns, or of otir ſervices. The ſacrifice of God (ſaith 
David ) is 4 ſorrewfull fpirit, a broken, and 4 tomtrite heart, 0 
God thou wilt net deſpiſe. And therefore did Chriſt groave in 
his Spirit, when he Prayed for that poor wan in the Goſpel, 
So did Hernaeh, ſigh and weep ſore, ard penred ont ber ſoul 
before Ged, And there is good reaſon to move us to labour 
thus to be inwardly tonched; for till we have a ſenſe and feel- 
ingof our wants, we may well ſpeak, but we cam never Pray; 
till the heart be pained with fin, ite impeſfible it ſhould bt 
fervent for the pardon of it. He that hath ne feeling of porerty, 
cannot earnefily inttear for a ſapply of his neceſities. He 
that bath no-feeling of his ſickneſſe, ean never be an infizor 


ſuiter forthe means of health, So he that hath no nellan' 


his ſpiritnall poverty, can never eovetouſly hunt after c 
true creaſures, which opely- eprich his ſonle to all om 
An 
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» | And he chat hath ne feaſe of his fin-fiek foule, eat never ſcek 
{| to char trae Phyſician, who onely ean apply PhyGicke to bis 
i | ble:ding heart, and hn-fick burthened foule. 
: This ſerves for the reproofe of thofe, that eome with drow- 
. | fie verball Prayers, choſe that come with words of eonrſe tb 
+ | incrcar G.d ce pardon their fins, and Rrengtheh their Paith ; 
p, but never poure out their ſoules before God, but enely ſpend 

a lictle Dreach, and they ſpred accocdingly ; for their eold 
| Prayers, bring bat cold ſeccefle : And this is true, not'onely of 
j | the wicked, but even of the golly. David roared and cryed, Pſal.z1, 
' bur was never the better, till he confeſſed his fin, and was in- 3:45 
p wardly grieved for the ſame; and then, hoth fin and paniſh- 
+ | ment were removed at ence. Therefore let us frive with the 
i | Lord in our Prayers, and Sapplications, lahouring for this 
or fighing and crying, this inward ſorrow which is ſo needfull ; 

that doing as this people did in the time of Famine, we may 
44 | ſpeed. as chey did,in this rimeof our ealamity. For thus ſeith 
a, | Pe thut 4s high and excelent, he that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe [f+.57.15. 
im | name is. the Holy one; | dwell with bim that is of a contrite 
dl «nd humble ſvirit, to revive the ſpirit fi the hamble, and t» 
will £i2« {iſe 10 them that are of A contrite heart, Andche lenger 
om | we way! and cry, "the greater meaſure of comfort we (hall 
ich © 6216 and the longer it ſhall rarry wich ws : And therefofe, 
+0 fince ſervency in Prayer is (o requifire, let us not onely Pray, 
4 i but Cry, Cry wnto the Lord, 
ipel, And for eur comforts, we ſhall find God as ready to heare, 
feah 5 weareto cry; and if we ſend up onr Petitions nnto him, 
your BY Nith Tghs and groans, he will ſend down (peedy, and comfor- 
feel. fable help unto us, and we ſhall be ſureof good ſuccefſe, even 
ray; thove that weaan atkerthink: As it is in che Lamentations, £1793-f. 
F he Tho! ba# heard my Foyce, thou dreweſt neer in the diy that 1 ©**» 
arty, eall:4 wpon thee, Whether we defire the ſuppreſhon of our 
He ſenemiies. or (nlning of eur own'corruptions, or whatſoever 


&.e,w2 (hail be ſure to ſpeed well; God'will d:aiv negr wato 
mw by his mercifull preſence, and with gracionydeliverance; 
If we dravy neer unto him in our miteries and aflitions; Ss 
ich our Saviour, Fhoſocver acketh, retiverh ; and he that 


ſeeherh, 


Mat. 7.0. 
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fatketh, finderh - ad to him that knockzth, it fhall bo opencd, 
Let us then knocks at Gods preſenee Chamber-deore, ard 
though we be never (0 mean, never lo contemptible, we (hl 
have no repulle ; For he will fulfil the defires of theſe that 
feare him, he will alſo heare their = their 60s, though 
neyer ſo many in namber, or grofle in nature, caanct 
hinder Gods favour : Witnefle the /ſraelrtes, who lived many 

2 Chron. years without the true God ; yet whoſeever returned in hi; 

13s w1/ery, and ſought God, he was fonnd of him, Another ex. 

ample of Gods goodneſie in this regard, we have in Jonah, 
who though, for his Rebellion, he was caſt into the Sea; yu 

God beard bim out of the belly of the fiſh, and ſet him upon 

the dry land again. A third (hall be that notorieus Theefe, who 

had (ſpent all his life in the Devils ſetvice; yet ne ſooner cryes, 

Lord remember me; but Chriſt, (not once caſting him in the 

teeth with his fins) gives him this good, and quick, and com- 

fortable dilpatch. To day ſhalt thou be with me in P aradiſe, 

The laft fer this, ſhall be HManaſſes, who had been 8 meſt wee- 

\ Chron, fall and miſerable Gnner; yet, When he cryed to the Lord is 

33s his diſtrefſe, hu heard him, ſet him free, and reftored hing to his 
K:1ngdome, Here then is comfort for every diftrefled ſoule, 
Jet us but call upon the name of our God, and then help and 
comfort is at hand; for God 11 veer to all that call upon hw 
in truth,chough it be not with ſuch Rrength of Faith as we 
ſhould; yet if we leck kim, he will be found of us, and he 
limits us not to time, conditions, or things; but we may look 
ſor help at all times, in all Araits, and inall things; and when 
we have moſt need, then we fhall be ſure of the beſt help: But 
new, if we would be certain ef this comſert, we muſt eb- 
ſerve theſe three Rules, . 

Job 1.14. Firſt, We muſt put all wickedneſle eat of enr hearts, and 
out of earhands; we muſt humble our (elves, and turn from 
our wicked wayes; we muſt remove our fins, and then God will 

Jamer 4.8 remove our creſſes. Sq Saint James exhorts, Purge your hands 
ye. finners, and purifie your hearts ye double minded: And this 

is it we muſt doe, if wewill haye God te draw neer unto ns: 

fo; God will not dwell in an heart 'Gefiled with fin, he will 
| | , (pid 


Luke 33. 
42. 43- 
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tnrn both cycs and Ears from us, if we continue in our evill 
wayes; becauſe that when onr Tongues ery for merey, then our 
Sins cry for vengeance : and thongh we cannot come to him 
without iniquity, yet we may come to him without the love 
and liking of iniquity, we may come with ſhame and {o:row 
for our iniquity, and then our fins neither hinder ou: Pray- 
ers, nor Rop, or keep back Gods fayour from us, 

- Secondly, We muſt ſeek God according to all his means, as 
we find in the Canticles, Who when the Church had loft Chrift, Cant. s. 
| that is, the feeling of his love, and the ſenſe of that Communi. 7-3 &c: 
| on which formerly ſhe had with bim; ſhe then uſcth all pri- 
) vate and publick means, and at length commeth to conference 
) with Gods ſervants (which few will doe, till they be diiven 
k to it of neceſſity) and then having wayted a while, [be finds 


£ him whom her ſoule loveth. The ſame muſt be our praſtice; if 
Þ- one medieine will not ſerve the turn, uſe another; Pray, Faſt, 
7 Meditate, Confer, and them at laſt the Lord will be found in 
t- merey ; but as we are ſlack in uſing any of the means, lo (ball 
is we fayle in our comfortableexpeQation of faveur from God. 

Ti Thirdly, We muſt uſe the means diligently, and in good 


le, earneſt; for if we have a baſe account of Gods mercies, ity 

nd | jufichat we ſhonld goe without them, The Prayer of the righ. James. x, 

1” | row avayieth much; but upon this condition, if it be fervent, 15: 

ve of God delivereth the poor when he cryeth ; but if they would have Pe? 

he __ there muſt be crying. God ponres forth Floods of © 

0k IN grace, burzapen whom ? The Prophet tells us, Onely ow the 

el thirſty gronnd, God fileth the bungry with good things ; but Iſay 44-3- 
they muſt be hungry ; they mnſt be ſach as feel themſelves 

ob- | pinchcand Aarved with ſpiritnall famine, Chiift was ſenr to | ker 
Preach the nceeptable yeare, but not te the mighty and States 53. i, 

and of the werld. To whomthen? cvepte Priſoners, and Captiver, 
that is,to ſuch as conld grieve and mourn for their Captivity, 

Nats Hence is it, that a number reade, and heare, and pray, and yer 

wi. | Prevaile nat ; beeauſe they dot it ſo drowſhily, and careleſly, 

the Lord defers to help them, becauſe they are not fir for 

help; becauſe they doe not ftrive and wraſlle in their Prayers. 

Let votherefore uſe all the means with con!tancy and careful. 


neſſe, 
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neffe, and then we ſhall cbtain our hearts defire, even above 
that we can ask or think; for it we wonld not have God to 
ſhut his ears to onr Prayers, we muſt not one'ly Pray, but Cry, 
Ler ns then (having firſt waihed our heatts and hands from 
nnrepented fins) goe unts the Lord, and cry unto him to give 
us the afſurance of eternall life, and the joy of the boly Gho, 
and then come life or death, it matters nor much; for thongh 
eur name, and liberty, andriches, and all, be caken away from 
ns, yet we ſha'l be (erled in the aſſurance of an happy iſlne 
onto allour fraits and difficulties, for the Lord our God will 
maintain our cauſe againſt all rhoſe that ftrive with us, and 
will tandon enr part, and fight againſt choſe that fight again} 
es; according to that of the Prophet /ſaiah, He wateheth over 
them night and diy aud waters them every moment ; and he wil! 


Tſe. 27.3. gonterd with them, that contend againſt his people ; and (o ei- 


Law-3-5 ag lift vp themſelves againſi them, O Lord thou haſt m 1intaived 


Lam.3.59 people. Again, all our wrongs are known unto Ged; O Lord 


ther free them from their op2refions and miſcries; or elſe, t 
(which is beſt of all) rake then to himſelfe ; where they (hall h 
be ſure to have joy without ſadnefſe, p\eaſure without paine, if 
wer'th without want, h:alth withou: heknefle, life without t 
death, and a Kingdom without 8 ehange. The conſideration 
wl:-reof, me thinks, ſhonld Arike terrour into the hearts of }} < 
thoſe that are injurious unto the ſervants of God: they way } bi 
be bold where the hedge is low; every Dwarfe will adventure } hi 
toleape over there; but let them know; that Gnd is « wall of I mz 
fire ahoa4t thoſe that are his, and he will maintain the right of I lik 
his children ; azd therfore it muſt needs ar laft goe il! with ſuch, 


the caſe of my ſonle; there is our ſtay : Ler ns be ſure we bave 
2 £n9d canſe, and lay it before Gods jadgement ſeat ; and 
then, though we b= oyerborne, God will nor be overborne, but 
he will ſtand on our de. even he that loves geodnelſie, and 
hates wickedneſſe, and will be avenged on thoſe that bend 
themſelves and their endeavonrs to doe miſchiefe'nnto his 


thow haft ſcen my wroxg ; nothing is done, ſpoken or imagt- 
ned agzinkt any of Gods Children, hut God rakes knowledge 


of it ; there is net one pradtice, fNlander, or deviſe of crucll 
ywolve 


- 


Nhat he arked. And is the Lord (lo ready to hear, and willin 
{Fant > how then comes it to paſic, that we who have been (6 
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' wolves again the ſheep of Chrift ; bur Cod ſees it, and 


warkes it, and it belongs unto tim to judge the cauſe of 


 ... 
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his lervants, ard ts reward every one according to their works, Rincl. 20. 


He mutt and will give them full pay, and for that end keeps *® 


all upon juft and due record ; fo that as the works of the 
rightcoas ſhall Rand for them, ſo ſhall the works ef the wicked 
be written in great Capitall Letters againki tkem, that all the 
world may take norice of them at the laſt day. How may we 
thea cheare up eur hearts in a!l dificeſle? tor howloever onr 
Adverſacies be buie and watchfull to plot and-procure our 
hurt; yet they eanno: be ſo vivilent for eur hue, as God 1s 
watchfull fer our good ; and therefore we may be ſure to 
have an happy iffae eur of, all our troubles it io be we can 
þ.ut make our moan to God, and wait patiently for his merey, 
And thonga God knows our griefes and oppretfiens before 
hand, and parpoſeth co deftroy eur enemics ; yet would he 
have us to prefer our Bill of complaint, ard goe on in our 
ſuite againit them, 4nd fill ory unto tbe Lord. Neither is this 
to. be reftrain:d onely to eerporall adveriiiics, but ic holds 
much more ſtrongly for \pirituall enemies; >ay a man be [uc- 
charged wirh (in and Sathan, who play the Tyrant over him; 
vis (Oule being even ſcorched with the Aames of Hell ; ler 
him but bamoane bis Caſe before the Lord, and it will be a 
marvellovs eaſe unto hitn : Therelore in all ſuch extremities 
likewiſe, let God be our refuge and Tower-Royal!, let us caR 
all our cares and ſorrows upon him, who is both able and wil- 
ling to beare them, and in due ſeaſon will buth-(ice us from 
them, and in the end make us gainers by them, if we ery 
wato the Lord, 


To come to the cloſe. In the firftof the Chronicles 


abez 
the ſon of Afhur, « ſid to be more honowrable —_ his — 


brethren; the reaſon is, becauſe his Mother bare bims in ſorrow, 
and his name is a name of ſorrew; and it is there ſaid, Thar 
Jabex, called upon the God of Iſracl to be delivered from evil 
nd the Lord (faith the Text) heard him, «nd granted the thing 


[#? 
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ſevetely ſcSnrged With the whip of Gods indignation, after 
all theſe yearsof ſufferings, of punifhmevrs, and of divifions 
2moneR# ns, the hand of the Lord ſhould be firerched onr ill? 
for thongh, thanks be to Ged, weare n@ Way diſquieted with 
any ſound of war, ner alarmes to Battell in our Nation ; yer, | 
the reformation of Religion, which was ene main thing in. 
rended at the brginning of our unhappy differences, and az ; 
hopefully expeRed, and prayed, and ſought for, hath been hi- 
ctherto {> eclipſed, as that whereas before there were different q 
opinions amongſt ns, (av indeed there was never Church with. { 
out the wrinkles of divifien) ſe now men are grown ce ſuch + 
variety of eenceits about Gods (erviee, asthat we havealmot | ® 
25 many religions as men; inſomuch, that we who ſhould have Ill P* 
2! one God te Our Father,xll one Chureh to our Mother all ene th 
Chri# Jeſus to cur eſder Brother, are ſo far from uvity, amity; th 
and unanimity among!t ofr ſelves, in reſpeR of theſe weefutl I *% 
diviſions, as that opinions muſt either be ſuffered rotake wall © 
of $cripture, and ſubſtance give way to circumſtance, whiek th 
Ged forbid; or elſe, as branches, we eannot grow together ; bu 
nor, as members, agree together; nor. as brethren, love and I] *** 
jive together; nor, as Chrifts Sheep, Feed and Fold together, ai 
An4 what is the reaſon that after all this while we are net yer {| !** 


helped. but Religion, in fead of being reformed, muſt flill re- hg! 
ceive new and more wonnds then before > Sure'y the eanſe is ru 
r 


this, Becauſe we have not ſo menrned 23 we onghr in theſe our 
common calamitits, for the fins of the times. 4nd for the aho#+ the 
minations of the Land ; becauſe we have not fGghed and F< < 
eaned heartily for tire fins that cleave to our foules; other- 
wiſe God would have been as ready te heare, at we tocry; for iſ: be 
good ſuiters are alwayes pond ſpeeders : but It ſeems we have 
not cryed to the Lord with our hearts; though perhaps we have Head 
howled upon onr Beds. as the Lord himſelfe complains in 
Hoſ 7.14. Hoſea, And chongh theſe rents in our Church be ſufficient of 
chemſelves to open the floud-gatesef ſorrow, ard clothe all 
oor dejeted ſoules with the garments of -heavineſſe, and livee 
ries of monrning ; yer there are ether miſeries and troubles, [6.3 
(thovgh nor fic to ſtand in competition with theſe) that you 
fad'yJ* 


eſs 
for 
ave 
ave 
s In 
16 of 
e all 
\iv&e 
bies 
yet 
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{idly ap6n ns, £8 fight well fill ear eyes wich texts, Bur Greafts 
with fighs. To name them were ſuperfluons ; what eare hears 
net of treubles, and loſſes, and erofles on Land, and on Sea, at 
heme, and abroad ? and where is any mourning for the «ffi;. 
tions of Joſeph > where are eur tears that ſhould ery alond, 
and pierce the eats of the Almighty? ſurely we have not ſe 
mourned as we onght to have done, It its a Prodigy to ſee 
Fountains dryed np in Winter ; bat far more prodigious muſt 
it needs be, to ſee our eyes, hearts, breafts, and all. dry, in theſe 
ſo many winters of eur common miſeries, aud theſe long eon- 
tinued ftormes of eur afliiftions. 1 know there is few or none 
of us, but will figh at the lofſe of his goods by enemies, at the 
parting with his eftate, ac the Impriſoning of his Perſon, ar 
the baniſhing of himſelfe and friends from their native homes, 
there is nove of theſe'bur ſeems ro take away the very life of 
our ſonſes from us; aud yer few of ns figh for our own, or other 
mens ſins, the cauſe of all our woe, But turely all eanſes, ra- 
ther then «Fez, are to be lamenred ; fin is the cauſe, loſſe, 
but the effeft : And rhengh tis crue, that reaſon doth informe, 
and affeftion doth inforee a kind of lamentation, weeping, 
and wo for the lofſe of goeeds, liberty, or friends, &c, 
yet grace doth commend, and God doth eemmand anther 
fghing. ſobbing, crying, beth for our own, and national! ſins; 
for nature dork teach us te weep for naturall eatiſes; but grace 
for (pirituall : and if the leaſt of our boſome (ins be fire in 
the hand, and a ſerpent im che heart; how much more then 
re cormmon fins tobe lamented, being the unfruicfull thornes 
that choke the good ſced of veriue and grace? And yet it is 
to be feared, if inquiry were made, that many would be found 
in this great and Rill continued miſery, whoſe monthes, in 
flexd of prayers and eryes, be!ch and breath eur nothing hug 
tne unſavoury ſpeeches of the ſonle, corrupting net the com 
1ny oncly, but the very Ayre in which they breathe; whoſe 
yes. in Read of tears, are the open windows to ler in whole' 
044: of in _inco.their. minds; whoſe cars, in flead of reeci. 
ing and conveying the good Word of Ged to their ſoules, 
tethe doores of theirown deſtrufiion ; whoſe breaſts, in lead 


(ad'y}* of 
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"of fighs, are the yeryRore:houle of corrupcion; nay, were in. 
quiſicion,made, it is to be feared, that many ef as would he 


found-in thefe Sur.publick, maladies (cheugh the times hayg 
long called co mourning) ſ{ca:ee te have layd afide our pub- 
lick fins, not partiag with ourordinary impieties intheſeex. 
traordinary judgements. Good Uriah retnſed totake his ho, 
neſt calc, while the Arke, and [[racl, and Indah abode inte, 
I pray Qod none of us have prelumedito take vnhonett cours 
ſes, fince our mileries have bin (o great; our plagues ſs mighty, 
Gods judgements (o weighty, and our danger ſo eminent, 
Let then ail of us ſhew our (elves by an holy mourning, that 
weare (> far from participating in fach mens fins, and 1n the 
wickednelle of the world; as that in conſideration hereof we 
may be found not ene'y fighing, buc weeping, and bemoan- 
ing the increaſc of iniquity, and deplering the fins of our Nz+ 
tion, And no doubt but many. might be fonnd amongh ny, 
who ſometimes ſend out a natarall figh or ſob, in regard of 
ſome outward thing ; as in regard of ſhame, and puniſhment, 
in regard of wants and diſtredles, er in regard of thie hand of 


Exo04.34.8 God apon them by fieknefle, paine, ſeres, or the like; 3s Pha fſs 


rao0h did. when the hand of God was on him, then he cryed, 
1 have finned, aud take away thu plague; but he never cryed, 
takeaway the hardneſſe of mine heart, and the curſedneſle of 
my nature, Nay more, perhaps ſome 'may be found who 
ſometimes figh and groane for ſvme aQtuall (in, when they 
feel it preffing an1 lying heavy upon their Confciences ; yet 
theſe men but. groane as the braig beaſt doth, that is preſſed 
with ſome heavy burthen ; but they fecch nor their fighs from 
vader that corruption that cleaves te their Hearts; ſo they 
g:0ane not with their Hearts ſoundly, when they figh for their 
Sins. But if we would have true comſort in ffghing and 
groaning for Sin, we mufl dewn to the reet of all Sins inont 
telves, and fetch our fighs frem wnder that corruption tha 
cleaves inwardly te eur ſonles, and thats the fighing of 2 
Child of . Ged; apd-ſuch loud-ropgued ſcalding Sighs, and 
ſalt bciniſh 'tears, flowing from the Heart-breaking of a Sin- 


burthened ſoule, will be both pleafing re God, and yeildf 


comlos 


r 
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eoamort te us, Let ws then figh and greafte heartily for 
thaſe Sins which are {o deeply ingrafted in ms ; let us weep 
for onr (elves, let us weep for ethers; let every remembrance 
of Sin, borch onr own and others, make freſh bleeding wonnds 
in oor Hearts : Let ſorrow elothe us, let mourning cioud us, 
Jet weeping be in every eorner; let nothing be heard in our 
{ieers buc the Voyce of wayliag, and while our mileries are 
ſnarting, and onr calamities laſting, let noching remaine to 


the godly but ſorrow and weeping, that (s we may eſcape 


unhart, in the devaſta:ionot the wicked; for the Saints are 
alwayes priviledg2d men, their ſorrow is their (afecy, their 


lamentation the eanſe of their preſervation: So in Ez: kzel, Frek. g; 
Feurners (hall be marked, Set & Marke, ſaith Ged pou the 4 &c, 


Fore. heads of them that Mourne and Cry for all the abomi- 


Wrations of the Land, and by thu Marks ſhill be preſerved. 


Examples to all Poſterity, and Saincs he:eafter in Ecerna!l 
Glory 

And thus having clothed you in the Garments of heavi. 
veſſe, and robed your ſonles with the ſable livery of FMionrn- 
ing ; | eann't, 1 ſuppoſe, leave yon in a better habit, rhen 
that of Sorrow ; nor in a beiter Poſture, they that of Hu- 
miliation ; nor in a b:tter Place, then the Howſe «of the 
Lord your God; where if you Cry earneftly, no deubr hut 
e will heare gracioufly. And ſo let Lamentation Seale up 
wr Diſcourſe, 


Lord Heare our Prayer, and let our 


ry come unto thee : AMEN. 


FINTS. 
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